Halesowen 

CHRONICLE 



Thursday, February 16, 2017 


Read by more than 46,000 people 


Price when sold 70p 


UNITED EFFORT 
TO BOOST TRADE 


COURT 

Family fight on to 
clear son’s name 

THE family of a Brierley Hill man who was 
convicted over his girlfriend’s death in 
Crete will go to the High Court in an effort 
to clear his name. 

A coroner last month insisted he could 
not go against the ruling of a Greek court 
that Luke Walker, 29, had assaulted Chel¬ 
sea Hyndman before she died. 

But the family have vowed to fight on. 
They will now go to the High Court to chal¬ 
lenge the verdict, a move which could lead 
to a fresh inquest into the death of Miss 
Hyndman, 20. Mr Walker claims her death 
was caused by a fall. 


Report by Jessica Labhart 


BUSINESS leaders and coun¬ 
cillors have welcomed a 
move that should see trade in 
Halesowen benefit from hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of pounds 
thanks to a new levy. 

The Halesowen Business Improve¬ 
ment District (BID) aims to raise 
money each year to boost trade in 
the town via special events and other 
ways to promote the town centre. 

The voluntary BID scheme, which has now 
been approved by Dudley Council bosses, will 
see firms encouraged to join forces to create a 
single company, with each member paying a 
levy - a small percent¬ 
age of a business’s rate¬ 
able value - to finance 
BID. 

Members will then 
get to decide how the 
money is spent and 
the cash can be used to 
fund special events, im¬ 
prove security as well as 
promote the town and 
make it more attractive. 

The proposal, put for¬ 
ward by Halesowen BID 
organisers, supported 
by the Halesowen Chamber of Trade and other 
organisations, estimates that approximately 
£120,000 each year could be generated via the 
levy. 

Business owners in the town will now be 
encouraged to vote for the introduction of the 
levy, with councillors to visit them in the com¬ 
ing weeks at their premises to go through the 
plans. A business plan will also be circulated to 
owners to enable them to see how money from 
the levy can be used for the benefit of all. 

Initiative 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, Dudley’s cabi¬ 
net member for planning and economic devel¬ 
opment, said: “I’m absolutely thrilled that the 
proposal has been given the go-ahead. It’s just 
so fantastic to see that the council has taken 
the initiative to improve the local area to invest 
in their town and to increase the footfall. 

“The BID levy will give businesses the oppor¬ 
tunity, the power, to harness money in their 
area for their area. 

“Halesowen is the first township in the dis¬ 
trict to take on the BID and I hope that others 
will soon follow suit to improve their areas and 
really take ownership of their towns.” 

Steve Fitzpatrick, vice chair of the Hale¬ 
sowen Chamber of Trade said: “We’re abso¬ 
lutely over the moon. This is a real step forward 
for the town centre. I would encourage business 
owners to back the BID and make Halesowen 
the first town in Dudley to adopt the levy.” 



Cllr Khurshid Ahmed 


CRAZY MOTORIST DICES WITH DEATH ON CROSSING 



STABBING 

Murder charge 
after woman killed 

A MAN charged with murdering his 
partner is due to appear at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court on Monday. 

Ronald Cooke, aged 54, of Granville 
Road, Old Hill, will appear before the 
court again next week, following the in¬ 
cident on February 6 when 54-year-old 
Tina Billingham died after arriving at a 
doctor’s surgery in Rowley Regis with 
stab injuries. 

A post mortem confirmed that she 
had died as a result of stab wounds to 
the chest and to the stomach. 


COUNCIL 

Price hike for bulky 
waste collection 

DUDLEY Council charges for special waste 
collections of furniture and white goods 
are set to rise by 10 per cent. 

If approved, from April it will cost nearly 
£50 to have large items of furniture re¬ 
moved through the council’s commercial 
and domestic waste service. According 
to the council’s figures it currently costs 
them £135,000 per year to clear furniture 
through the collection service, which gen¬ 
erates just £63,000. 

Councillor Hilary Bills said: “We looked 
at what other councils and private sector 
companies were charging. Our prices are 
competitive.” 
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Hunt for on-the-run imam is stepped up 



Hafiz Rahman fled the country 


THE hunt for an imam who went on 
the run before being convicted of in¬ 
decently assaulting two young girls at 
his mosque has been stepped up as files 
were passed to extradition experts. 

Hafiz Rahman, aged 58, of Ballard 
Road, Netherton, was sentenced to 
11-and-a-half years in prison in his ab¬ 
sence after claiming he was too ill to 
attend court in October. However, he 
fled to Bangladesh the next day and has 
been on the run ever since. 

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
said it is still working to track down 


Rahman and its extradition team was 
now involved in trying to locate him. 

Rahman had been working at Queens 
Cross mosque in Cradley Heath in the 
1980s when the abuse took place. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
he assaulted two young girls at the 
mosque. 

CPS spokesman Vinny Bolina said: 
“The files have been sent to the extra¬ 
dition units to be assessed.” 

Police chiefs were left red-faced when 
the imam fled the country while await¬ 
ing sentence. 


Rahman boarded a flight to Bangla¬ 
desh on October 8. 

But Judge Nicholas Cartwright said 
during sentencing: “There was no need 
to be suspicious that he would not at¬ 
tend his sentencing hearing so no war¬ 
rant was issued for his arrest after he 
was convicted.” 

One of his victims said: “For me, this 
is over now. I just hope the police can 
get him back here. His life is over and 
mine is just going to start. I know the 
police will do everything they can to try 
and catch him.” 


New rule means 'death 
knell for social housing' 

PEOPLE aged under 35 and reli¬ 
ant on benefits will not be able to 
afford rent for any council home 
in Sandwell after new welfare re¬ 
forms come into force. 

The revelation has been described 
as 'the death knell of social housing’ 
by a leading councillor. 

Under Government plans, housing ben¬ 
efit is to be capped at the Local Housing 
Allowance rate, which for single people 
under 35 means they will receive £60 per 
week. However the cheapest council prop¬ 
erties in Sandwell cost £75 a week, mean¬ 
ing those who rely on benefits will be left 
with a shortfall. 

Chairman of the Sandwell Council’s 
housing scrutiny board Councillor Peter 
Hughes said: “This is going to have a dras¬ 
tic effect on the people we serve. Effectively 
people under 35 are simply not going to be 
able to afford any of the properties that we 
have, and if they take them then they will 
very soon be arrears. 

“We are going to have to say to the under 
35s, that if they are going to be taking a 
property of any kind then they need to be 
in employment.” 

He added: “Before being a councillor I 
was a housing manager for 40 years. To me 
this is the death knell of social housing.” 

Signed 

Although this housing benefit cap won’t 
come into force until April 2018, it will af¬ 
fect those who are still under 35 and single 
at that time, and signed their tenancy after 
April last year. 

Currently Sandwell Council generates 
around 450 single person tenancies every 
year where the applicant is under 35. 

Moreover approximately 60 per cent of 
the council’s stock of flats has an age re¬ 
striction, including 3,200 one bedroom flats 
and 2,000 two bedroom flats currently una¬ 
vailable to persons below the age of 40. 

“I think it’s quite obvious that we need 
to adapt our service,” said Councillor 
Hughes. “Often it is the under 35s who are 
most in need of social housing, sometimes 
following the breakdown in relationships 
or in their families. Others may have left 
the care sector.” 

Under the new national housing benefit 
policy, most single under 35s will only be 
eligible for the shared accommodation rate. 


Homegrown actress returns to Rep 



Actress Josie Lawrence is returning home to the West Midlands to appear in a play at Birmingham Rep 


BLACK Country actress Josie 
Lawrence will return to Birming¬ 
ham Repertory Theatre this month 
to star in a play rarely performed 
in the UK. 

The Old Hill-born performer will 
be in Eugene Ionesco’s absurdist 
play, Amedee, alongside Trevor 
Fox. It tells the story of a frus¬ 
trated playwright, his wife, their 
very big secret, and what happens 
when they try to get rid of it. 

It runs at Birmingham Rep in 
Centenary Square from February 


24 to March 11 and is directed by 
the Rep’s artistic director Roxana 
Silbert, who said: “Josie Lawrence 
and Trevor Fox capture the despair 
and absurdity of Ionesco’s loveable, 
frustrating characters. 

“The play is about the things 
that you don’t talk about but really 
should confront. Written just after 
the Second World War, it captures 
the struggle of two ordinary people 
trying to survive personal chaos 
surrounded by political upheaval 
and where suspicion is rife.” 


Miss Lawrence has previously 
taken lead roles in The Rep’s pro¬ 
ductions of The Cherry Orchard, 
Hapgood and Frozen. She began 
her career at the Barlow Theatre 
in Oldbury and went on to per¬ 
form with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, finding fame in 1990s 
improvisation comedy TV show 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? and later 
had a major role in EastEnders. 

For tickets call the box office on 
0121 2364455 or visit www.bir min- 
gham-rep.co.uk website. 


Teaching 
assistants 
facing axe 

TEACHING assistants who work with 
special needs children are facing the axe 
at a secondary school in Quarry Bank. 

Thorns Community College, which has 
more than 1,000 pupils, has launched a 
consultation on making around 18 sup¬ 
port staff redundant. 

But some parents say they have not 
been told how their children will be af¬ 
fected. 

The school is in ‘special measures’ 
after being rated ‘inadequate’ last year 
by school inspectors. 

School leaders say the job cuts had 
been put forward because of a budget 
deficit at the school but a campaign has 
been launched to try to save the teaching 
assistants, who parents say are relied 
upon by the most vulnerable pupils. 

Parents are unhappy that it is teach¬ 
ing assistants who have been put in the 
firing line, particularly those parents 
whose children require extra support. 

Acting headteacher Gary Baker said 
these children would continue to receive 
the support they need. 

Dennis Hodson, chairman of the gov¬ 
ernors, said: “As is the case with many 
schools nationally, Thorns Community 
College is facing a significant budget 
deficit. 

“Unfortunately rising costs and re¬ 
duced budgets have impacted on several 
schools in the area and in the country. 

Restructure 

“As a result of this deficit the college’s 
Governing Body has decided that it is 
necessary to consult on a staffing re¬ 
structure. The restructure potentially 
affects support staff. 

“We are currently engaged in a con¬ 
sultation period amongst our staff and 
unions to ensure that we address this 
in the most effective way and limit any 
impact on our students. Staffing restruc¬ 
tures are never easy and these are diffi¬ 
cult times.” 

A letter to parents was sent out on 
Friday after the school was contacted 
by The Chronicle’s sister newspaper the 
Express & Star. 

A parent of a pupil with cerebral palsy, 
who did not want to give her name, said: 
“We have only just found out about the 
consultation. My daughter won’t be able 
to go to school. If she has a seizure there 
will be nobody to attend to her. 

“Some of these staff have been there 
for 20 years. I’m really worried my child 
won’t be able to attend.” 

It comes during a turbulent period for 
the secondary school which plunged into 
special measures last July following a 
damning Ofsted report. 

Man badly hurt in 
fall from a scooter 

A MAN in his 20s was left with a serious 
head injury after falling from a scooter 
in Halesowen last Thursday. 

The unconscious rider was given 
trauma care from ambulance staff be¬ 
fore being taken to the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 



-\ 


\ 


NEW 

COPY 

NATURAL 

DENTURE 

DENTURES 

DENTURES 

LOOKING 

REPAIR 

_ J 

_ j 

_ J 

V_ J 


Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
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ABLE&BROMIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS-VINYLS 
- LAMINATES - 
STAIRLIFTS 




Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C] www.ablecarpets.co.uk 
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Police break 
drug ring and 
crooks now 
face justice 



Albert Morris - put behind bars 

A MAN from Dudley who was part of 
a £300,000 drugs ring has been jailed. 

Albert Morris, aged 20, of Crescent 
Road, Netherton, was given four years 
and two months for conspiracy to sup¬ 
ply heroin and crack cocaine. 

Morris was part of a Black Coun¬ 
try based gang involved in supplying 
crack cocaine and heroin from Wol¬ 
verhampton into Kidderminster and 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Police chiefs said the convictions 
were the result of a complex investi¬ 
gation lasting 18 months. Eight of the 
drugs gang beginning time behind 
bars were from Wolverhampton. 

Gang kingpin Michael Porter, from 
Adey Road, Ashmore Park, was jailed 
for 20 years after being found guilty 
of four counts of conspiracy to supply 
heroin and crack cocaine as well as as¬ 
sault and money laundering. 

Christopher Cork, 52, of Waterloo 
Road, got six years and eight months 
for conspiracy to supply heroin and 
crack cocaine. Natasha Frazer, 34, of 
Chervil Rise, Heath Town, got three 
years and four months for conspiracy 
to supply heroin and crack cocaine 
and money laundering. 

Dirk Johannes Howell, 35, of King- 
sway Road, Fallings Park, received 22 
months and Dale Cooke, 22, of Cadle 
Road, Low Hill, three years and eight 
months for the same class A drugs 
charge. 

Junior Evans, 21, of Frost Street, 
Monmore Green, got four years and 
eight months for conspiracy to sup¬ 
ply heroin and crack cocaine. Luke 
Stephenson, 28, from Hobgate Road, 
Heath Town, got four years and six 
months and Michael Carter, 29, of 
Prosser Street, Park Village, three 
years and four months for the same 
offence. 

Two men from the Stratford area 
were also jailed and another two were 
released due to time served but got 
electronic tags. 

Helpers needed 
for litter picking 

A COUNCILLOR is appealing for 
help with a litter pick on Sunday in 
Halesowen. Councillor Stuart Henley 
will be at Hurst Green and volunteers 
can meet him at 10am at shops by 
The Full Moon pub. 


Mayor hopefuls relishing E&S debate 


WEST MIPS 

PUBLIC DERATE 

MARCH 7 



CANDIDATES to be the first elect¬ 
ed West Midlands Mayor have wel¬ 
comed the chance to go head-to- 
head in a public debate hosted by 
the Express & Star. 

The five hopefuls will outline 
their policies and be quizzed in a 
Question Time-style event at the 
Black Country Living Museum’s 
Workers’ Institute next month, 
chaired by Editor Keith Harrison. 

It will be the first of four major 
hustings hosted by regional news¬ 
papers and will be on March 7. 

The public goes to the polls on 


May 4 to elect the Metro Mayor who 
will have responsibility over eco¬ 
nomic growth, housing, transport, 
mental health and skills. 

Labour’s candidate Sion Simon, 
an MEP and former Birmingham 
MP, s said: “This election is our 
chance to finally start taking back 
control of the West Midlands from 
London.” 

Conservative candidate Andy 
Street, who left his £1 million job 
at John Lewis to run, said: “I rel¬ 
ish the opportunity to debate with 
the other candidates the issues fac¬ 


ing the region and how I plan to go 
about tackling them as Mayor.” 

Ukip candidate Pete Durnell, 
from Warley, said: “The new West 
Midlands Metro Mayor will be in¬ 
strumental in shaping future stra¬ 
tegic plans for the region.” Lib Dem 
candidate Beverley Nielsen, a direc¬ 
tor at Birmingham City University, 
added: “I welcome these debates.” 
And Green Party candidate James 
Burn, a Birmingham city council¬ 
lor, said: “These events are a great 
opportunity for people to hear more 
about each candidates’ proposals.” 


as missing woman 
becomes a grandmother 


A FRESH appeal has been launched to 
trace a Dudley mother who has been 
missing for almost 20 years - so she 
can meet her newborn granddaughter. 

Police and relatives of Patricia Lashley, 
from Dudley, are asking for new information 
that could assist with the on-going investiga¬ 
tion into her disappearance. 

The mother-of-seven was last seen at her flat in 
Hall Street, Dudley, in September 1998. 

Patricia - who would 
now be aged 51 - was 
known to have links 
to Newcastle, London, 
Wales and Scotland. 

Her eldest son Sinan, 
who lives in Glastonbury, 
Somerset, is now appeal¬ 
ing for anyone with infor¬ 
mation to come forward, 
particularly as he would 
like to introduce her to 
his baby daughter Sha- 
kira, who was born just 




Patricia Lashley 

before Christmas. 

He said: “My last memory of mum was when I 
was eight years old and I was sitting talking to her 
in my nan’s garden but with each year that passes 
that memory becomes more faded. 

“I would love for mum to meet her granddaugh¬ 
ter. Family is so important to us.” 

Patricia was described as white, 5ft 4ins tall, 
slim, with mousy brown hair and she spoke with 
a Geordie accent. She had moved to Dudley three 
years before her disappearance and was known to 
visit the No Limits club. 

Despite officers carrying out a series of searches 
and trawling a mass of information they remain 
unable to trace Patricia, who may also have used 
the surname Bradford and first names of Jade, 
Vanessa or Tricia. 

Detective Inspector Richard Jones, of Dudley 
Police, said: “We believe people may remember 
Pat, she was very well known locally, and may be 
able to provide new and important information. 

“We have not heard from her in over 18 years, 
she has not appeared on any government systems, 
claimed any benefits or used any bank accounts. 
Pat’s sister and children were distressed and be¬ 
wildered by her disappearance and still desper¬ 
ately want to know what has happened to her.” 
Anyone with any information can call police on 
101 . 
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Patricia Lashley’s son Sinan wants his missing mother to meet baby Shakira and his wife Jade 


Work may start on starter homes in summer 


MORE than 60 starter homes 
aimed at helping first-time buy¬ 
ers to get on the property ladder 
are set to be built on the former 
sites of four education centres 
across Dudley borough. 

The original buildings, which 
include Amblecote House and 
the Mere Centre in Stourbridge, 
have already been demolished. 

Council bosses said they were 
hopeful of getting planning per¬ 


mission for the homes by April 
with work would likely get under 
way in the summer. 

The other two sites earmarked 
for homes are in Beechwood 
Road and Wrens Nest Road, 
Dudley. 

The authority was granted 
£625,000 in funding under the 
Government’s Starter Homes 
scheme which will see the dis¬ 
used buildings replaced with 


a total of 79 properties, 62 of 
which will be starter homes. 

These will be made availa¬ 
ble for first-time buyers aged 
between 23 and 40 who will be 
able to get them at a 20 per cent 
discount. 

The scheme is part of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s push to create more 
new homes at realistic prices for 
young couples across the coun¬ 
try. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Woman charged 
in link to killing 

POLICE investigating the death of 
Birmingham teenager Kenichi Phil¬ 
lips have charged a Dudley woman 
with assisting an offender. 

Shaleana Samuels, of Elmbridge 
Way, Dudley, has been bailed to ap¬ 
pear before Walsall magistrates on 
March 10. Samuels, aged 24, has also 
been charged with two unrelated 
counts of possession with intent to 
supply drugs. 

Mr Phillips died after being shot 
in Ladywood in March 2016. Disharn 
Downie, of Gravel Bank, Bartley 
Green is serving life for murder. 

Cheaper quicker 
planning proposed 

RESIDENTS in Dudley looking to ex¬ 
tend their homes could soon benefit 
from a faster, lower cost service. 

Dudley Local Planning Authority 
is proposing to introduce a local de¬ 
velopment order (LDO), which would 
permit small household extensions 
without the need for planning permis¬ 
sion. 

Instead of applying for planning 
permission, residents would need to 
apply for written confirmation the 
development meets the LDO criteria. 

The two-week process would be 
quicker and cheaper. 

Traders face hike 
in licence charges 

DUDLEY Council bosses are propos¬ 
ing to increase the licence fees paid 
by traders and businesses across the 
borough within the next few months. 

The authority has drawn up propos¬ 
als to raise the amount charged by five 
per cent from April. 

Bosses say a five per cent rise would 
mean street traders would pay £656 a 
year rather than £625. 

The measure would also affect have 
an impact on sex shops and casinos. 

Action at the heart of 
hospital's charity run 

THERE are just over two weeks to go 
until an annual charity run sets off 
from Russells Hall Hospital. 

The Action Heart event, which 
starts and finishes at the Dudley 
hospital, is now in its 27th year, and 
raises thousands of pounds for the 
Dudley-based cardiac rehabilitation 
programme. 

Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Mo¬ 
hammed Hanif and his wife, Mayor¬ 
ess, Zabeda Khanam will officially 
start the event at 9.30am on March 5. 

Choral singers sought 

SINGERS in the Black Country are 
invited to to take part in an Easter 
choral performance. The choir at St 
Paul’s Church in Long Lane, Black- 
heath, are performing Requiem by 
Gabriel Faure on Good Friday (April 
14), at 7.30pm. Rehearsals start in 
church tomorrow (Friday) at 7pm. 
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Book your appointment now: 

©0121 429 1400 
bearwoodvets.co.uk 
1-2 Lightwoods Road. Bearwood. 
Birmingham. B67 5AY 


Bring these vouchers and save! 


Puppy and Kitten 
Starter Packs 

Pack consists of Primary vacc course (2 injections), Initial flea & worm 
treatment, Microchip, discount voucher on a bag of food & one month’s 
free membership when you join our Pet Health Club. Offer valid till end 
of March 2017. Only available at participating practices 

Local vets for local pets! 


Best Value j 4 QO 
Vaccination H. 7 7 


For dogs, cats and rabbits. Applies to a one off vaccine. Excludes 
rabies, chlamydia and kennel cough. Offer valid till end of March 
2017. Only available at participating practices. 

Local vets for local pets! 


Your first nr r 
consultation is on us 

Available to all new clients or new pets. Applies to the cost of 
the appointment only. Does not apply to any necessary meds, 
prescriptions or vaccinations. 

Local vets for local pets! 


Offers exclusively available at Bearwood Vets until end of March 2017 


STAY WARM AND SECURE 


Affordable Luxury Composite Doors 



Call 0121 550 1444 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS 
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stole car with girlfriend 
clinging onto the bonnet 


A MAN stole his girlfriend’s VW Polo car and started driving 
off while she was still clinging to the bonnet, a court heard. 

Adam Willis, aged 31, of Marshwood Croft, Halesowen, had a row 
with his partner of 18 months Robyn Reeve before stealing her VW 
Polo. She had tried desperately to stop him but was left dumped on the 
ground with knee injuries as he drove off in her vehicle. The incident 
happened in Hordern Road, Whitmore Reans. 

Prosecutor Balbir Paul told Wol¬ 
verhampton magistrates: “He took 
his girlfriend’s car. She did try to stop 
him. She climbed onto the bonnet but 
he carried on driving away. 

“She had been in a relationship with 
him for 18 months and the defendant 
had recently moved in with her. 

“They had a falling out and he at¬ 
tempted to take the vehicle. 

“The victim followed him outside 
and got onto the bonnet. The defend¬ 
ant reversed the vehicle and the victim 
fell onto the concrete below. 

Injuries 

“She sustained minor injuries to her 
knees. He continued to drive away,” 
added Mr Paul 

Willis pleaded guilty to aggravated 
vehicle taking which caused injury by 
accident. 

Magistrates took into account the 
fact that Ms Reeve was his partner as 
an aggravating feature. 

He failed to attend a meeting with 
the probation service, so magistrates 
refused to adjourn sentencing to ob¬ 
tain reports. 

Willis was handed a 12-week jail 
sentence, suspended for 12 months, 
and disqualified from driving for 12 
months. 

He was also ordered to pay £200 
compensation and £135 court costs. 


Police have 
ruled out spit 
hoods move 

WEST Midlands Police has ‘no plans’ 
to introduce controversial spit hoods, 
it has said. 

Two forces in the south of the coun¬ 
try have confirmed they are rolling 
out the mesh guards, which go over an 
offender’s face to stop them spitting 
or biting, to all its frontline officers. 

Other forces, including Stafford¬ 
shire, already use the hoods but a 
West Midlands Police spokeswoman 
said: “There are no plans to use spit 
hoods.” 

However ,Tom Cuddeford, the chair 
of the West Midlands Police Federa¬ 
tion, has insisted talks are in place 
over the potential use of the guards. 

He said: “West Midlands Police 
have said what they have said but we 
are in talks with the force at the cur¬ 
rent time with regards to this issue. 
It is on the table and we are engaging 
with chiefs and the force themselves.” 

“From a Federation point of view, 
we feel they should be used for the 
safety and protection of officers.” 



Atypical street scene at The Black Country Living Museum, on Tipton Road, on the Dudley-Sandwell border 


VISITOR numbers are up at the Black 
Country Living Museum (BCLM) with 
more than 300,000 passing through its 
doors last year. 

The Dudley attraction saw 308,457 
people attend in 2016, which was a 5.4 
per cent rise on 292,533 from 2015. 

Bosses welcomed the increase in fig¬ 
ures at a time when many museums 
are seeing visitor numbers dwindle. 

Andrew Lovett, BCLM chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said the museum is hoping 
to build on its success and welcome 
500,000 visitors each year. 


The attraction showcases what life 
was like in the Black Country during 
the Victorian revolution and early 
20th century, and is aiming to move 
into the post-Second World War period 
including the 1960s. 

It features buildings saved from 
demolition across the region alongside 
exhibitions of mines, heavy machinery, 
trams and even a vintage fairground. 

The museum has been used as a 
film set, particularly for hit TV 1920s 
gangster drama Peaky Blinders over 
the last couple of years. 


The museum has put together a 
plan to make it become a ‘word class 
visitor attraction’. Mr Lovett said vis¬ 
itor numbers show the museum were 
‘heading the right direction’. 

“This is really positive news for 
BCLM, especially in a time when not 
all museums are seeing more visitors 
coming through their doors,” he said. 

“As part of our proposed new de¬ 
velopment project ‘BCLM: Forging 
Ahead’ we want to achieve 500,000 
visitors per year within the next 10 
years.” 


HIV cases 
on increase 
in Sandwell 

THE number of people with HIV and 
Aids in Sandwell has risen - with 150 
new cases in five years. 

A total of 159 new cases have been 
reported to the council between 2011 
and 2015, with the biggest number of 
diagnosis in 2015. 

The National Aids Trust has said 
Sandwell should be investing in pre¬ 
vention services as the diagnosis rate 
is ‘significantly higher’ than average 
for the West Midlands and UK. 

Statistics from Public Health Eng¬ 
land in 2013 stated that the borough 
was officially classed as an HIV high 
prevalence area - one of only 63 in the 
country. 

In 2015, 45 new cases were reported 
to the council, 10 more new cases than 
in 2014. People aged between 35 and 
49 in Sandwell were the most affected 
- with 73 diagnosed in that age group. 
The figures also show that nine people 
aged 15 to 24, and 51 people aged 25 
to 34 are affected by the illness. 

Sarah Radcliffe, director of pol¬ 
icy and campaigns at National Aids 
Trust, said: “The new diagnosis rate 
in Sandwell is higher than the na¬ 
tional average and also significantly 
higher than the average for the West 
Midlands. As an area of high HIV 
prevalence, Sandwell should be in¬ 
vesting in HIV prevention services as 
well as opportunities for residents to 
test and learn their HIV status.” 

Celebrating science, 
tech and robotics 

LIBRARIES will celebrate science, 
technology, comics and digital media 
over the half term. 

Budding coders can learn all about 
robotics, Minecraft, mad science, an¬ 
imal handling, animation, manga, 
computer games and raspberry pi. All 
events are free but must be booked 
in advance. Events will be held at li¬ 
braries across the borough including 
in Halesowen, Lye, Cradley, Coseley 
and Brierley Hill. 


SALE NOW ON 






UP TO 50 % 
SELECTED KITCHE 


the 

Kitchen Centre 



2 Albert Road, Birmingham B17 0AN 

Tel: 0121 681 5553 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm 






























Force is strong with new 
'Star Paws' police recruits 


THEY may be small and fluffy, but they sound like the he¬ 
roes, villains and stars of the big screen. West Midlands 
Police officers have been naming their latest dog litters 
after films. 

And they are always on the lookout for new dog walkers to raise 
their puppies who could eventually become fully-trained police 


dogs. The latest litters have bee 
and Dad’s Army theme. 

Police officers, at the dog train¬ 
ing centre in Balsall Common, will 
also be coming up with more names 
in the future, including those based 
around Game of Thrones and Harry 
Potter. 

Officers are getting creative with 
the names because as police breed a 
lot of litters they are running out of 
regular names to use. 

The litter of Star Wars puppies, 
nicknamed ‘Star Paws’, have all 
found dog walkers. But a new litter 
of puppies, which are one-week-old 
and have been given names of the 
popular TV programme Dad’s Army, 
will soon be needing walkers. 

Successful 

The role of the walkers is to raise 
the puppies until they are at least six 
months old - at which point they will 
undergo a crucial assessment to see 
if they can continue their training. 

Puppies which are successful are 
then returned to the dog walkers for 
around four months. 

West Midlands Police breed 
scheme manager David Raymond 
said: “Without the dog walkers, we 
would not have a dog unit really. 

“They do a lot of hard work help¬ 
ing the dogs through socialising and 
getting used to environments before 
they are allocated dog handlers. 


1 given names with a Star Wars 

By Jamie Brassington 

“The roles that dogs will be 
trained up for is general purpose, 
and there will be specialist roles for 
used for tracking, searching drugs or 
identifying explosives. 

“We have about 12 litters through¬ 
out the year, and currently we have 
70 German shepherd puppies and 
30 English cocker spaniel puppies in 
our system. It is difficult when the 
dog walkers hand over the puppies. 

“For some people they will say it’s 
not for me. You are going to form 
emotional bonds with animals. But 
some people have been doing it for 
30 years and love a new challenge 
every 12 months.” 

People wishing to be walkers need 
to be at least 18, and must have a 
lot of time free. West Midlands Po¬ 
lice has its own breeding scheme and 
supplies puppies and police dogs to 
police forces across the country, and 
even around the world. 

The Star Wars puppy litter, all 
German shepherds, were given 
the names of Darth Vader, Jabba, 
Trooper, Luke, Hans, Binx, Bibi and 
Saber. Anyone interested in being a 
dog walker is asked to email breed- 
scheme@west-midlands.pnn.police. 
uk. They must also live in the West 
Midlands area or on the outskirts. 



Crime-fighters of the future - the Star Wars police puppy litter. Picture by @No1 GhostDog 


M6 collision 5 
driver taken 
to hospital 

AN elderly driver was taken to hospi¬ 
tal after his car and two lorries were 
involved in a crash on the M6. 

The 69-year-old man was treated 
at the scene by paramedics after his 
vehicle collided with one of the HGVs, 
then spun around an hit a wall near 
Spaghetti Junction in Birmingham. 

Crews from West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service treated the man for neck 
pain following the smash, which hap¬ 
pened at around 9.20am on Monday. 

The man had to be cut from his 
vehicle by firefighters before being 
taken to Sandwell Hospital for further 
treatment. 

Meanwhile, drivers faced delays 
of up to an hour as three lanes were 
shut between Spaghetti Junction and 
Junction 7 for Great Barr. 

A West Midlands Ambulance Ser¬ 
vice spokesman said: “The 69-year-old 
man, the driver of the car, said there 
was a collision with a HGV and then 
his car spun and hit a wall. 

“He was complaining of pain in his 
right hip. He was immobilised and 
taken to Sandwell Hospital.” 

Dudley Council staff 
in ballot over action 

DUDLEY Council staff could strike 
over plans to make them pay for park¬ 
ing and other changes to their work¬ 
ing conditions. 

Workers have taken part in a ballot 
which union bosses said is to ‘test the 
water’ to see if there is an appetite for 
industrial action. 

Employees have been left fuming 
over proposals to remove or amend 
some employee benefits , with around 
280 employees set to be affected by 
the cuts. 

The proposals include imposing 
three days of unpaid annual over the 
Christmas period and reducing the 
mileage allowance by lOp to 45p per 
mile. 
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Cleaning 1 
' Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 


Orangeries, Porches, Fascias 
and Soffit Boards 


products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


shrowrooms in the UK 
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Replace the existing roof on MSnfAEET^^^ 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the m mSSPMluctsm 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE [0800i91716060^ww w. rydalewi ndowsTcoH] k 




Blackheath3Halesowen B62 9LS 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Storing up 
Droblems 
)y shuffling 
the stock 


DONE your weekly shop at Tesco over 
the weekend? Might not be a bad idea to 
check your receipt. According to an ex¬ 
cellent investigation by the BBC’s Inside 
Out programme, 33 out of the 50 Tes¬ 
co stores they visited were advertising 
things for one price on the shelves, but 
charging them another at the till. 

There is no suggestion of any intent, 
and when the investigators challenged 
shop assistants in this neck of the woods, 
they invariably blamed staff shortages. 

In which case, how do they find time to 
keep shuffling the stock about? Not once 
in the past three Saturdays have certain 
things been where they were the previous 
week, despite signs hanging above the 
aisles to the contrary. Hunting the York¬ 
shire puddings in particular has become 
something of a weekly sport. 

Why do supermarkets do this? The 
official line would be that the layout will 
make for a better customer experience. 
To which I say: Total codswallop. 

There is the old theory that by forcing 
us to spend longer round the aisles, we 
will buy other things that catch our eye 
while looking for those elusive Yorkshires. 
But are people really so stupid? Have any 
of you thought: “Hmm, I can’t find the 
Yorkshire pudding to go with my Sunday 
roast, but that quinoa looks rather nice, 
and let’s buy some ice cream while we’re 
about it”? No, didn’t think so. 

What usually happens in my case is 
that after about 10 minutes’ searching, I 
will concede defeat and storm off in a huff 
without buying it. 

It has been a lean time for our big su¬ 
permarkets, which have been feeling the 
pinch from discount rivals. So here’s an 
idea. Just decide where the best loca¬ 
tion is for the Yorkshire pudding and the 
cooked meat. And leave it there. For the 
next 10 years at least. 

It probably won’t send profits through 
the roof, but they might just sell a bit 
more. 

As they say, every little helps. 

□ □□ 

LEAKED emails reveal David Beckham 
was a bit miffed that he was only appoint¬ 
ed an OBE, clearly believing he deserved 
a knighthood. 

Frankly, I’ve never really bought into all 
this Goldenballs stuff. A prodigous talent, 
no doubt, but his former manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson frequently talked about how his 
showbiz lifestyle didn’t sit well with the 
discipline of team sport. 

Which is probably why, as we look 
back on his career, he is better remem¬ 
bered for his sarong, sandals, tattoos and 
pop-star wife than anything he achieved 
on the football field. 

He might also like to consider what 
makes him different from his predecessor 
as England captain. Bobby Moore, who 
contented himself with an OBE. 

Except that Bobby Moore’s England 
team won something. 


Where blame lies for ‘broken’ housing programme 




EU president Jean-Claude Juncker - but 
how many people know about him? 


New term ‘nabbit’ as Diane Abbott missed 
the crucial vote in the Commons 


The late, great comedian Les Dawson 
proved just the job as a storyteller 


Real problem is our 
soaring population 


WHEN ministers talk of our “broken” hous¬ 
ing programme, they need look no further 
than the House of Commons for someone to 
blame. Britain is a big and welcoming country. 
It could cope perfectly well with net migration 
of 100,000 newcomers per year. But when the 
UK population is allowed to grow at up to five 
times that rate, from 50 million to 70 million in 
a single lifetime, then everything, including sur¬ 
geries, hospitals, schools, roads, railways and 
electricity, gas and water supplies, begins to 
creak and fall apart. There is absolutely no point 
in any Government brandishing a new White 
Paper and announcing a new housing policy 
unless it also has a viable population policy. We 
are still waiting. 

GREAT coincidences of our time. Number 
of houses required to meet Britain’s housing 
needs: 300,000 per year. Net migration into Brit¬ 
ain: 300,000 per year. 

THE Government says old folk occupying 
big houses will be “given incentives” to move 
into smaller properties. A reader asks: “Will the 
same criteria apply to the stately piles of Eng¬ 
land: Buckingham Palace,Windsor Castle and 
Clarence House?” Any more questions like that, 
my lad, and you’ll find yourself in a very large 
dwelling. The Tower. 

A RECENT item on predictive text gave the 
example of Wton (short for Wolverhampton) be¬ 
ing confused with Eton (the public school). In 
real life, the two could never be confused. One 
is a multicultural place populated by people 
with an impenetrable accent and bizarre dress- 
sense who are ridiculously proud of it. The other 
is Wolverhampton. 

YOU may recall my ill-fated Campaign for 
the Restoration of Authentic Plumbing, a cause 
damned by its own initials. It may be time to 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



revive it. A report by Age UK alleges that mod¬ 
ern push-button lavatory flushes can be im¬ 
possible for some old folk to operate. A device 
that makes perfect sense to bright young de¬ 
signers in the bog-flush industry may be quite 
impossible if you are old, frail and have a touch 
of arthritis. As a general rule, if something has 
worked for 100 years, leave it alone. Pull chains 
and lever flushes have served this great nation 
very well. Let us see more of them. 

A EURO-QUIZ. Who is the president of the 
European Commission? When was he elected 
by the people? What are his views on migration? 
What’s his wife’s name? If you are stumped for 
the answers, you are in the majority. We know 
all these things about Donald Trump, the new 
President of the United States, but are blissful¬ 
ly ignorant about the leaders of the European 
Union. It proves that, whatever The Remoaners 
tell us, most Britons have never really engaged 
with the EU. Even after 40 years of the Euro¬ 
pean Project, we still look west towards Wash¬ 
ington rather than east towards Brussels. The 
answers? The EU president is Jean-Claude 
Juncker. Elected by the people? You must be 
joking; he was appointed by MEPs. He says 
the migration crisis should be handled “with 
solidarity and the heart.” His wife is Christiane. 
That’s enough EU trivia, isn’t it? Now, back to 
the interesting stuff at the White House . . . 

AS the trial in Apple Tree Yard (BBC1) came to 
its climax, the foreman of the jury did not merely 
deliver the verdict but did so after a long pause, 
as seen with the Strictly Come Dancing voting, 


to build up the tension. It was a silly moment 
to insert in a serious drama but it made me 
wonder. In this age, when people base their lan¬ 
guage and behaviour on what they see on tele¬ 
vision, has a real-life foreman in a real-life court 
announced: “We find the accused (interminable 
pause) not guilty”? I can think of some crusty 
old judges who would have sent the foreman 
straight to the cells for contempt for turning a 
serious trial into a drama. 

NEW terms for out time: The nabbott. A nab- 
bott is a sudden and mysterious disease which 
immediately disqualifies the victim from impor¬ 
tant business, such as voting in the Commons. 
The defining characteristic of the nabbott is that 
not everyone believes it is real. As in: “He’s just 
throwing a nabbott.” 

HOWEVER, if Diane Abbott was genuinely 
struck down by a migraine just before the Brexit 
White Paper vote, she deserves our sympathy. 
Nobody ever gets just one migraine. They strike 
time after time. In my case it was once every six 
months. They came, throbbed for exactly six- 
and-a-half hours (so regular that you could set 
your clock by them) and then vanished, leaving 
me weak and wobbly but strangely cleansed. 
I suffered years of migraines; they suddenly 
stopped when I was put on blood pressure tab¬ 
lets. 

THE late, great Les Dawson told the tale of a 
man who went to the Jobcentre and explained it 
had been a long time since he’d had a job. “So 
what was that job?” asked the clerk. “Zeppe¬ 
lin builder,” replied the man. It’s a reminder that 
some jobs don’t survive the march of history. 
Carl Frey, a technology expert at Oxford Univer¬ 
sity, has compiled a list of the £40,000-plus jobs 
most at risk from robots. Right at the top, I am 
delighted to report, are insurance underwriters. 


Blow the 
whistle on 
treatment 
of referees 


GRASSROOTS football is facing strikers 
of a different kind - the referees. 

The men in black are being led in a 
protest campaign by young referee Ryan 
Hampson, an 18-year-old who has been 
punched, butted and spat on while offi¬ 
ciating. 

Some 800 officials agreed to join him 
on a nationwide strike on March 4-5 de¬ 
manding more action from the FA to pro¬ 
tect refs in grassroots football. The strike 
looks set to be put off after talks with his 
local FA in Manchester. But this action 
has been a long time coming and maybe 
a walkout is exactly what is needed. 

Despite the token ‘Respect the ref 
banner, the man in the middle is easy 
prey for intimidation, abuse and occa¬ 
sionally violence. Every weekend I have 
to watch my teenage son set himself up 
as a target for know-it-all dads, bullying 
managers and yobbish players. 

Most of the time those bellowing about 
his decisions are in no position to accu¬ 
rately see the action or don’t seem to 
have read a rule book since 1972 - but 
that doesn’t stop them shouting out. 

Managers seem to think if they badg¬ 
er a young ref for long enough he/she 
will change their minds. Or they will be 
too frightened to give a decision against 
them. In my experience, an obnoxious 
and/or vocal manager usually means ob¬ 
noxious and/or vocal parents. Similarly, 
disciplined and sporting managers will 
have respectful parents - and players. 

It is a case of ‘monkey see, monkey 
do’ with children. Just as they imitate 
the appalling behaviour of professional 
players, they also pick up the habits of 
parents and coaches. These aren’t just 
pushy parents. They might argue they are 
being supportive but frankly they are em¬ 
barrassing. 

Someone should tell the parents this a 
group of children playing for fun - though 
not if you have angry parents pitchside! 

Speaking as a referee’s mother, if you 
think it is acceptable to abuse a young 
lad who has got out of bed on a cold 
weekend to earn a bit of pocket money 
then you need to take a long hard look 
at yourself. 

My son has been refereeing since he 
was 14. Fresh-faced and new to the 
game, it was tough and many of his 
friends simply quit. He has grown in 
confidence and now stands at 6ft tall so 
tends to see less intimidation but I wor¬ 
ry how it will be when he starts taking 
charge of adult games. 

No ref always makes the right call, 
particularly when your linesman is a 
well-meaning parent, but that is part of 
the game. Teams must put up and shut 
up unless they want to pay for profes¬ 
sional linesmen. If these youngsters did 
not give up their weekends there would 
be no games. It may just take a strike to 
remind people. 

DIANE DAVIES 
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selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
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Garages 

FITTING 
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16ft x 8ft 
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Fitting service available 
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Double Glazed 
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Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 
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www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 
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Happy in your Little England fantasy? 

LIKE Mr Winterborn (Chronicle Let- political movement is NARROWLY de- dismiss as not being a ‘proper job’, 
ters, February 9), I am sick to the back feated in a referendum those people do I often work with people who tour 
teeth. I am sick to the back teeth of the not spontaneously change their opin- productions and champion our Great 
attitude of thoe who think that voting ion like some sort of religious epiph- British literary export - William 
for such an economically, politically, any. Instead, they form what is called Shakespeare - across Europe, where 
and socially destructive outcome as an ‘opposition movement’ and attempt our EU citizenship allows us to travel 
Brexit is cause for celebration and that to change public opinion. freely and affords us some guarantee 

we should all get behind it - especially Mr Winterborn fails to point out of emergency medical care should we 
considering that the generation that that the majority of British people are need it. Without access to this market 
will have to administer it and live with employed in service sector jobs, NOT much of our business would be gone, 
the fallout of it, largely didn’t want it manufacturing, and EU membership But so long as Mr Winterborn is 
in the first place. has been broadly beneficial to the over- happy in his Little England fantasy we 

I wonder really whether the patron- all economic stability of our country. all have to shut up don’t we? 

ising Mr Winterborn is aware of how I work in Theatre in Education, a RICHARD GREEN 

democracy works. You see, when a field Mr Winterborn would probably Halesowen 


Cameron 
caused this 
awful mess 

WHAT a mess! Our once 
proud nation reduced to 
go begging cap in hand for 
trade with China, Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia, all of 
which have dubious human 
rights records, plus the 
USA, run by a president 
capable of dragging the UK 
into dangerous, disastrous 
situations. We shouldn’t 
touch him with a bargepole! 

How did we get into this 
predicament? We can thank 
‘Nasty Nigel’, ‘Barmy Boris’ 
and, most of all, ‘Cowardly 
Cameron’, who through his 
own vanity escalated an in¬ 
ternal Tory Party squabble 
into a national referendum, 
which in parts has become 
tainted with racist under¬ 
tones. 

He then promptly ran 
away from the consequences 
of his actions, which may 
yet precipitate the break-up 
of the United Kingdom. If 
there is any justice, history 
should judge Cameron as 
our worst prime minister 
ever. 

MICHAEL CLIFF 

Dudley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors 
as soon as we can. The Chronicles adhere to the 


Editors’ Code of Practice, which can be seen at 


Let me choose my 
time to die with dignity 

I am a nonagenarian. I am able to live alone; I was married 
for 60 years. I have a loving family and they will do any¬ 
thing for me but I can manage. When I can’t I don’t want 
to be a burden on anyone. 

We all know the NHS is a marvellous institution but un¬ 
fortunately so costly it will bankrupt this country if it is not 
run more effectively. So I am proposing that it takes over 
the ending of life for those who ask for it. When I can’t care 
for myself and start to suffer I would like a doctor to put 
me to sleep painlessly. Everyone dies sometime, but it must 
be voluntary, being kept alive with no future is ridiculous. 
A doctor’s job is to reduce suffering not to keep you living 
forever. With the onset of dementia, one should be able to 
record the decision beforehand. 

MRW ROUND 
Kingswinford 


It’s hard to 
catch late 
night racers 

I LIVE close to Spies Lane 
in Lapal - and I am a bit of a 
‘night owl’ - every so often I 
can hear a ‘ little boy racer’ 
night. 

I have telephoned the 
police on a number of occa¬ 
sions and they tell me that 
by the time someone comes 
out, they have gone. 

They have also tried 
‘stake outs’ but these clever 
little dangerous nuisances 
do actually do it for about 
half-an-hour and then it 
stops - also it is very ran¬ 
dom. 

All I can say is on the 
little boy racer circuit we 
are getting more and more 
evidence of their reckless 
behaviour. 

There are more and more 
examples of bent and demol¬ 
ished roadside furniture, 
which costs the tax-payer 
money to replace. 

These people surely can’t 
have jobs as they would not 
be racing about at one or 
two in the morning? 

DENISE SMITH 

Halesowen 
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• Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


Windows 


Composite Doors 


• Porches 


Patio Doors 


• Conservatories 


• Window & 
Door Repairs 

• Fascias / 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com 
Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 
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All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 



Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

e Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
# Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


uuce 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


jmQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

\ THE GUILD i 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No fll 20074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Order aims not to ruin future 
for dishonest shop assistant 


A UNIVERSITY student who tried to defraud Mothercare out 
of more than £6,000 was spared a suspended jail sentence in 
the hope that a community order would not blight her future. 

Heerah Shahid was working on the tills at the company’s Merry Hill 
shopping centre branch when started a gift card scam. 

The 20-year-old, who had never been in trouble before, blamed tunspecified 
‘pressure’ from a mystery man, Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 
- From January last year she credited 


Litter getting 
worse across 
the borough 

LITTERING is on the rise in Dudley 
borough according to new figures re¬ 
leased by the council. 

In 2011 there was 1,034 incidents 
reported to Dudley Council, but this 
rose to 1,392 in 2015. 

The increase was almost a year-on- 
year rise, except for 2013 when the 
figure dropped to 992. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet 
member for environmental services, 
said there was ‘no excuse’ for dump¬ 
ing rubbish in Dudley. 

She added: “If we catch anybody 
littering we hand out fines, which we 
carry out all the time. 

“We ask people to respect the en¬ 
vironment. People should use litter 
bins at home. Some people think if 
they drop litter, it will be picked up. 
There is absolutely no excuse to litter 
in Dudley. ” 

The litter figures were measured 
from April to March each year. Also, 
in 2012 there were 1,111 fly-tipping 
incidents, up to 1,223 in 2014. 


gift cards with varying amounts, re¬ 
cording them as refunds, revealed Mr 
Phillip Beardwell, prosecuting. She 
used them to buy more than £1,000 
worth of goods from the firm’s website 
using her own name and having them 
delivered to her family home in Gam- 
mage Street, Dudley. The second year 
bio medical sciences student - eldest of 
six children - also put money recorded 
as refunds into her own bank account. 

Triggered 

Then she tried to claim refunds on 
four child buggies - worth £1,000 each 
- which triggered an investigation by 
Mothercare’s fraud detection team 
just two weeks after she had handed 
in her notice. 

Mr Richard Franck, defending, said: 
“She felt under threat and pressure 
for reasons she struggles to explain. 
She thought she could sort it out for 
herself. This person was demanding 
more and more. She panicked.” 

Mr Franck continued: “She comes 
from a respectable family.” 

Shahid admitted two charges of 
fraud by abuse of position and was 
told by Recorder Martin Forde QC: “I 
am confident you will not be before the 
courts again.” 

She received a 12 month community 
order for 100 hours unpaid work and 
was ordered to pay £2,281 compensa¬ 
tion to Mothercare and £340 costs. 


New building plan for old pub site 



f- 


The British Oak was turned into a church community centre but modern facilities are now needed 


A PUB that re-opened as a communi¬ 
ty centre is set to be demolished and a 
new church facility built in its place. 

The two-storey community centre 
on Salop Street in Dudley was for¬ 
merly the British Oak pub, but since 
2003 has been used by the Dudley 
Community Church. 

The church sponsors the community 
centre’s activities, which are also open 
to the general public and include coun¬ 
selling services. 

However, the church now wants to 
knock down the premises and build a 


single-storey brick building with bet¬ 
ter facilities on the site instead. 

As well as allowing them to take 
on three extra staff, the new building 
will have a kitchen, an open plan din¬ 
ing area capable of accommodating 90 
people, individual counselling rooms 
and play rooms. There would also be 
a computer room, office space, storage 
rooms and toilets. 

Success 

In their plans for a new building the 
applicants state: “Due to the success 


of the centre, the present building, a 
refurbished public house, is no longer 
suited in layout and size, to the needs 
of the services on offer to the commu¬ 
nity. 

“Hence the intention to demolish 
the existing building and utilise the 
plot, together with a small area behind 
it, to construct a new, specifically de¬ 
signed facility.” 

Castle and Priory Councillor Ken 
Finch said: “The work that the church 
does is absolutely marvellous. There is 
a great community spirit” 


GPs offering 
more weekend 
appointments 

GPS in Dudley have come together to 
offer patients extended access to ap¬ 
pointments over weekends. 

Thanks to funding from Dud¬ 
ley Clinical Commissioning Groups 
(CCG), a number of practices are now 
open on Saturdays and Sundays. 

The aim is to improve access to pri¬ 
mary care services during weekends 
and reduce the pressure on hospital 
accident and emergency departments, 
allowing them to concentrate on more 
urgent cases. 

In recent years, extended opening 
hours in Dudley has been success¬ 
ful in increasing access for patients 
whilst providing continuity of care. 

Popular 

Steve Wellings, chairman of the pri¬ 
mary care commissioning committee 
at Dudley CCG said: “It’s really good 
news that practices in Dudley are 
opening on weekends. 

“This has proven to be popular in 
the past and has been successful in 
alleviating pressure on local practices 
by providing extra appointments for 
patients in general practice.” 

Instead of visiting accident and 
emergency, patients are advised to 
contact their own practice to see if it 
is open or if they can book an appoint¬ 
ment at one of the practices offering 
additional weekend appointments. 

Man, 20, was stabbed 
in the leg near stadium 

A MAN was taken to hospital after he 
was stabbed on Bryce Road, Pensnett. 

Police were called on Wednesday af¬ 
ternoon (February 8) after the victim, 
aged 20, was found with stab injuries 
to his leg and buttock. 

The incident happened at around 
4pm in the road close to The Dell Sta¬ 
dium. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 


JOHN T HARRIS 


Qip herbon/c 

C 'r!S&r 

Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

•Divan Beds »Bed Frames 

Recliner Chairs •Mattresses Ortho Chairs 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 




0121 559 2402 


1A Causeway, 
Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm, Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


p/ffl Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 1 1 i l 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk IT a ![ ea jl 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURStRY I TEA ROOM I GIK SHOP I GARDtN CtNIRfc 



'Winter in “BCoom SjreciaCEvents 

Hellebore Tours 

Saturday 18th February 

10.15am to 2.30pm | Duration approx 60mins | £2.50 each 
All proceeds donated to our charity of the year 2017 The Beacon Centre 
For further information please call us or visit our website 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL OFFER 

50% OFF SELECTED PLANTS 

During the year of our 50 th Anniversary, we will be offering each week a chosen 
variety of plant at 50% off the RRP. A different plant every Saturday for 50 weeks. 
Only 50 plants available per week \ Max 3 plants per transaction \ Only whilst stocks last! 

WEEK 6 STARTS SAT 18TH FEB: OSMANTHUS HETEROPHYLLUS TRICOLOUR’ 


WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 0AE | 01384 401996 
Winter Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5pm & Sundays: 9am - 5pm 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Will’ 



Onl, £90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient ti: 

For information and appointmem call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship'Trusts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 






















































Metro rail clearance 
work is right on track 



Workers Sam Davis and Keith Millward on the line of the Wed- 
nesbury to Brierley Hill extension line for the Midland Metro 


WORK has taken a step forward on the Midland Metro 
extension through the Black Country, with work to clear 
overgrowth continuing until the end of the month. 

The new tram service will run between Wednesbury and 
Brierley Hill and pass through Dudley on the former South 
Staffordshire Railway line, which is now being cleared. 

Midland Metro Alliance contracted workers to clear over¬ 
grown vegetation from the line in January and they have 
now completed their work. It will enable surveys to be car¬ 
ried out on the line for assessment, in preparation for when 
trams will eventually run on the rails. 

A spokesman said the MMA, which is working on be¬ 
half of the West Midlands Combined Authority, ‘expects 
construction on the route to begin in 2019 before it will be 
open to passengers by 2023’. 

“As the route is extremely overgrown, it is necessary to 
clear it in order comprehensive structural and environmen¬ 
tal surveys can be carried out. The surveys will be done 
later this year, as part of the detailed design work for the 
route.” 


20 Syrian 
refugees 
taken in 
by council 


BLACK Country councils will take in 140 ref¬ 
ugees from war-torn Syria over the next five 
years, it has been revealed. 

Wolverhampton Council has pledged to help 100 
people by 2020, while Dudley will accommodate 20 
over the next five years. Walsall will take in 20 Syri¬ 


an refugees up to May. 

Staffordshire County 
Council has already taken 
in 51 people from the Middle 
Eastern country, while Dud¬ 
ley has housed two families. 

Prime Minister Theresa 
May declared that the UK 
would resettle up to 20,000 
refugees from the Middle 
East and North Africa by 
2020. 

Around 400,000 people 
have been killed in Syria 
since the war between the 
Government and rebels 
began almost six years ago, 
the United Nations esti¬ 
mates. 

Fled 

Thousands have fled their 
homeland with many taking 
treacherous and life-threat¬ 
ening journeys across the 
Mediterranean Sea to reach 
Europe. 

Refugees are assessed on 
their vulnerability before 


By Jamie Brassington 

coming to the UK, and are 
resettled under the Syrian 
Resettlement Programme. 

Those eligible include 
children; adolescents and 
woman at risk; survivors 
of violence and torture; 
and people at risk due to 
their sexual orientation and 
gender identity. Across the 
country there are 12 local 
government-led organisa¬ 
tions that help place refu¬ 
gees with councils. 

Faye Jeffery, regional re¬ 
settlement manager for the 
West Midlands at Refugee 
Action, said: “Our dedi¬ 
cated staff and volunteers 
are working closely with 
our local partners to en¬ 
sure these individuals and 
families, who have faced 
unimaginable horrors, are 
supported to rebuild their 
lives with dignity.” 




* 


y. 

FMB 

The sign of 
building quality 


The Federation of Master Builders. 

Championing continuous 
improvement in building quality for 


75 years 


Mercer House, 780a Hagley Road West, 
Oldbury, West Midlands B68 0PJ 

T: 0121 421 9362 

www.fmb.org.uk | E: fmbcentral@fmb.org.uk 
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• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


INLITEN 

FRONT DOORW 

in WHITE 


From Only 


...Including 


fitting! 



in WHITE 


From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


From Only 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Fu" Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 


700IJ 





It UVP & to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 




FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


r*v> 

V V V V V 
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Get active, get 
fit with seniors 

EXERCISE classes aimed at the older 
generation are running at various venues 
across the Black Country. 

Active Seniors is a local not-for-profit 
social enterprise providing opportunities 
to help people stay active and independent 
in their later years. 

They run classes in Hagley, Brierley 
Hill, Wall Heath and Sedgley and are now 
planning new sessions in Belbroughton 
and Kidderminster. 

There are different types of class in¬ 
cluding cardio circuit classes for those 
wishing to improve their general fitness. 

Active Seniors can also offer fitness ad¬ 
vice on a one-to-one or small group basis. 

For further details on dates and ven¬ 
ues call 07512 546480 or email activesen- 
iorsclass @ gmail .com 


Tributes are paid to rugby 
club's former chairman 


TRIBUTES have been paid to 
a popular former rugby play¬ 
er and club president who 
has died at the age of 78. 

Dudley Kingswinford Rugby 
Club stalwart Richard Connett 
died at Russells Hall Hospital, 
Dudley, after a period of ill health. 

He is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Marlene, and four sons - Ian, 
Ben, Edward and Mark. He also had 
seven grandchildren. 

He had moved from Devon to Dud¬ 
ley to study and work as an account¬ 
ant. 

Richard enjoyed a long playing ca¬ 


reer with DK during the 1950s and 
60s. He was captain when the club 
moved from Penzer Street, Kingswin¬ 
ford, to Heathbrook, Wall Heath, in 
1963. 

He later turned his talents to 
coaching and enjoyed a successful pe¬ 
riod with the club before increasingly 
moving to the committee. He was club 
president from 1977 to 1980. 

He was also valued at North Mid¬ 
lands level where he had a spell as 
chairman of selectors for the senior 
side. 

A spokesman for DK said: “It was 
at DK that he really made his mark. 
He was a leading figure in a group who 


masterminded DK’s rise from a club 
struggling to improve its fixture list in 
the amateur days to a side that pro¬ 
gressed to the national leagues. 

“He overcame a shortage of players 
by organising weekly transport from 
DK’s spiritual home in Tipton down to 
Heathbrook every Sunday. This led to 
a strong team spirit amongst the lads 
and they became a tight group who 
later developed into a fine team. A fit¬ 
ting epitaph would be, ‘What’s going 
on at DK, ask Connett’.” 

His funeral will be held at Gornal 
Wood Crematorium on Friday, Feb¬ 
ruary 24, at 11.40am with mourners 
then meeting at DKRFC. 



Richard Connett 


Science ‘is not 
just for geeks’ 

THE University of Wolverhampton has ap¬ 
pointed it’s first Fellow of Public Engage¬ 
ment for Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths (STEM). 

Martin Khechara, aged 39, is senior lec¬ 
turer in biomedical science in the faculty of 
science and engineering and joined the uni¬ 
versity in 2008 after working for the Min¬ 
istry of Defence in their science technology 
laboratories. 

The new role will see Mr Khechara pro¬ 
mote the value of public engagement with 
the faculty and will focus on developing 
ways in which the local community can 
work with the faculty to access STEM sub¬ 
jects. 

He said: “As a Fellow I’m aiming to reach 
out into the local community and raise as¬ 
pirations in people, parents, children - any¬ 
one really - and dispel the myth that STEM 
subjects are just for geeks.” 


SHIRLEY AQUATICS IS MOVING! 

TO BECKETTS FARM IN SEPTEMBER 2017 

ON THE A435 IN VMHALL, JUNCTION 3 OF THE M42 • B47 6AJ 

Our superstore has been based at the Shirley site for nearly 80 
years but it’s started to show its age and now is the time for the 
next chapter. From September 2017 we will be located in our 
brand new, custom built, state of the art facility at Becketts 
farm. Sign up to our newsletter for updates with details of the 
new store and the grand opening spectacular. Don't forget that 
we'll still be here until September for business as usual & we will always 
have our great range of fish & reptile equipment in stock at our usual low prices 

Look OUtfor great deals on discontinued lines & 

ex-display items throughout the next 8 months! 


1 



90k D 


20% OFF ALL DISPLAY AQUARIUMS 
while stocks last 


rafiflte eSseCs (M° 0 b ffto 

Stratford Rd, Shirley, West Midlands B90 4EF 
01217441300 www.shir1eyaqLiatics.oo.uk 

Mon - Sat 9am-6pm Sun -10:30am-4:30pm 


'AQJJATICS 
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Parliament’s debate 
on ivory disappoints 


Ellen Cobb continues her fight to outlaw the ivory trade 

A PETITION started by a Stourbridge woman calling for 
a total ban on ivory sales in the UK was debated in Parlia¬ 
ment, but the lack of a conclusion left her disappointed. 

Ellen Cobb, of Beale Street, set up the petition in August 
and it received more than 107,000 signatures, including 
those of celebrities Louis Theroux and Stephen Fry who 
shared it on social media with their millions of followers. 

But the three-hour long debate concluded with the Gov¬ 
ernment saying consultation was due to take place shortly. 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, Dr Therese Coffey, said: “I really 
hope it will be as soon as possible.” 

Ellen, 22, wants protection for African elephants killed 
for their tusks, carved into ivory ornaments and jewellery. 

“I was disappointed with the overall result from the de¬ 
bate and the reaction, but I’m going to carry on campaign¬ 
ing and fighting for an overall ban in the UK,” said Miss 
Cobb. “Whilst the debate took place, over the three hours, 
we estimated that around 12 elephants were killed. Time 
is really running out and this issue needs to be sorted.” 

Free library talks on 
Black Country subjects 

PEOPLE can attend free afternoon talks about the Black 
Country at Sandwell’s Central Library. 

Staff at the library, in High Street, West Bromwich, are 
hosting the Tuesday afternoon talks. 

People can find out more about Marlene the Black Coun¬ 
try Wench on February 21. Marlene is a grandmother from 
Quarry Bank who gives regular talks about Black Country 
women’s lives. On February 28 local actor and musician 
Barry Harper, who is in the forthcoming film Jawbone with 
Ray Winstone, will talk about his career in movies and TV. 

Local historian Keith Hodgkins will be taking a nostal¬ 
gic illustrated tour around Old West Bromwich when he 
pops in on March 14, and bare-knuckle champion the Tip- 
ton Slasher is the subject on March 21, when author Chris 
Smith will be discussing the boxing champion. 

All the talks are at the library in West Bromwich, start¬ 
ing at 2pm on Tuesdays. Admission is free. 

























Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit, 


The Winter Sale is on now and all weekend at Cousins. 

There's huge reductions throughout all departments, sofas, 
dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, homewares 
and much more. 

At Cousins weVe got a really 
big store full of CittCe \A/ot\oler&... 


HEALY CHAISE SOFA (INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £699 | SAVE £200 


Parker Knoll 


I HALO Brill I ML- 


CELEBRATING 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


ousins 


YEARS 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 
0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown i 
this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 05.03.17. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


PRICE 

PROMISE 
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KITCHEN MAKEOVER 

The most cost effective way to 

transform your kitchen 

...without the hassle of a traditional rip-out and re-fit! 



www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 


More links 
football to 
dementia, 
says family 


A DAUGHTER of Albion legend Jeff Astle has 
said evidence that heading footballs is linked 
to dementia is ‘mounting and mounting’ af¬ 
ter a new study offered more weight to the 
theory. 

Dawn Astle has called for authorities governing the sport 
to stop pushing the issue ‘under the carpet’ after research 


was carried out on retired 
footballers. 

The findings, from a study 
on 14 former players, sug¬ 
gest a possible link between 
playing football and devel¬ 
oping conditions such as de¬ 
mentia in later in life. 

Former West Brom and 
England striker Astle died 
in 2002, aged 59, suffering 
from early on-set dementia, 
which a coroner found was 
caused by heading heavy 
footballs. 

Experts said the results of 
the study provide a platform 
for a ‘pressing research 
question’ on whether de¬ 
mentia is more common in 
footballers than the general 
population. 

The rate of chronic trau¬ 
matic encephalopathy, CTE, 
which can cause dementia, 
detected in the brains of the 
players was greater than 
the 12 per cent average 
found in a previous study 
which looked at brains from 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

non-footballers. And Ms 
Astle said it was more evi¬ 
dence that footballers were 
at risk of developing condi¬ 
tions after retirement. 

The Astle family have 
campaigned for the Football 
Association to recognise the 
impact of heading footballs 
and take action to protect 
players since the death of 
the former striker. 

Ms Astle said: “We know 
what happened to dad and 
the evidence is mounting 
and mounting. What we 
need is for football to do 
something. This isn’t a bro¬ 
ken leg, people are dying. It 
is too late for older players, 
it is about today’s players 
and the footballers of the 
future.” 

“It has been 15 years since 
dad died. This could have 
been done. It is time for the 
authorities to stop pushing 
it under the carpet.” 


Thief caught in the 
act by CCTV trap 



This baseball cap wearing thief is pictured by the police’s 
‘trick and trap’ van when it was parked in Halesowen 

A CROOK stealing a saw from a van in Halesowen was 
caught in the act on camera thanks to a CCTV trap set up 
by police. 

The man was pictured breaking into one of the forces’s 
‘trick and trap’ vans. He stole a saw in the break-in when 
the van was parked in a Halesowen street. 

The vehicles are equipped with cameras to capture the 
unsuspecting criminals when they break-in. It follows a is 
in response to the spike in thefts from cars and vans during 
the winter. 

A force spokesman said: “Our capture van was parked on 
Instone Road, Halesowen, as part of an ongoing force-wide 
operation into vehicle crime. 

“A steel saw was stolen, but we captured the whole thing 
on CCTV which we’ve now released in a bid to trace the 
offenders.” 

The theft took place on December 13 between 2am and 
2.30am. 

Police urge anyone who can help to contact Detec¬ 
tive Constable Darren Barnes by emailing d.m.barnes@ 
west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or call police on 101. 


Q, Search 


Associated with 

Express & Star STAR 


job, work, employment 


www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment 

services 1 


Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 






















13 


Arthur's African flyer 
does Black Country proud 


PIGEON fancier Arthur Jones is 
celebrating one of his best ever race 
results having watched his ‘Black 
Country Boys’ compete over 255 
miles in southern Africa. 

Last summer Mr Jones sent five 
baby pigeons to a loft in Zimbabwe 
where they were trained alongside 
thousands of other birds to compete 
in the inaugural Victoria Falls World 
Challenge. 

He could not have imagined that 
one of his flock, that are proudly 
named the Black Country Boys, 
would finish 12th of more than 400 
pigeons which started the race. 

The 74-year-old was even there to 
witness his bird arrive back at the 
loft and to collect his prize money. 
He said: “The leading birds returned 
in around eight and a half hours and 
our bird, Jess, came in around 30 
minutes later. Our bird was first 


from the UK to come home and by 
some margin. He beat birds from 
all over the world including China, 
United States and South Africa. We 
were absolutely delighted. 

“My daughter was watching the 
race live on YouTube and there were 
a few others too who got really ex¬ 
cited.” 

The Black Country Boys were 
named after Mr Jones’ five 
grand-daughters Jess, Jade, Chloe, 
Leah and Willow. They were among 
nearly 1,500 pigeons sent to Zimba¬ 
bwe from 23 different countries and 
only those which made it through 
rigorous training were released. 

Mr Jones has 100 pigeons at his 
home in Stourton and has been 
keeping them since the age of eight. 
He is a member of Wordsley South 
Road Flying Club, which appropri¬ 
ately meets at the Bird In Hand pub. 



What a coup - pigeon fancier Arthur Jones, of Stourton, had success in Africa with his pigeons 


New recruits find 
their calling on 999 

NEARLY 30 people have taken on a new career as a call 
assessor for West Midlands Ambulance Service since Oc¬ 
tober last year. 

The 28 recruits, from a wide range of backgrounds, 
have joined the organisation to help save the lives of 
those who call 999. 

The workers are based at the service’s two Emergency 
Operations Centres (EOCs) in Brierley Hill and Stafford. 
With more than 3,000 emergency 999 calls received a 
day, the service is the third busiest in the country. 

During a 12-hour shift, a call assessor will answer 
a staggering 70 calls, ranging from coughs and cuts 
through to life-threatening alerts about chest pain, 
strokes or serious blood loss. 

A retained firefighter, prison officer, retail assistant 
and mental health worker are among the new call as¬ 
sessors. 

Liz Parker, head of EOC development and training, 
said: “You don’t need a university degree or healthcare 
background to apply for the role as a 999 call assessor 
with us.” 


Shocking 
figures for 
attacks on 
taxi drivers 


TAXI drivers have been attacked more than 
3,000 times in the West Midlands over the 
last decade. 

The shock figures, which have been released un¬ 
der Freedom of Information laws, come just days 
after an horrific assault on cabbie Sheakh Arbaz in 
Dudley during the early hours on a Saturday. 

The Stourbridge-based cabbie was punched repeatedly 


and left with a large gash 
on his face which needed 
stitches after his passengers 
robbed him of his takings. 

That came just a couple of 
weeks after four teenagers 
in Birmingham were con¬ 
victed of throwing stones 
at passing cabs on Bellevue 
Road, Edgbaston. One of the 
rocks shattered the window 
of a Dudley cab, fracturing 
the skull of a 7 7-year-old 
passenger and showering 
her husband in glass as 
their night out to the thea¬ 
tre ended at hospital. 

Damage 

Five other taxis had been 
hit that same night, causing 
at least £1,600 in damage 

At an earlier youth court 
hearing, a 17-year-old ad¬ 
mitted wounding and was 
convicted of conspiracy 
to commit damage. Two 
16-year-olds and a youth, 
15, were also convicted of 
wounding and conspiracy to 
damage taxis. 

Sentencing the four Bir¬ 
mingham teenagers, who 
cannot be named because 
of their ages, District Judge 
Joanna Dickens said there 
had been “serious conse¬ 
quences” not only for the 
victim but for the youths. 
The court heard that three 


By Nick Humphreys 

of the youngsters’ families 
were being evicted from 
their homes as a result of 
their involvement. 

The judge handed each 
youth a one-year youth re¬ 
habilitation order with cur¬ 
fews of between three and 
six months. Each was also 
ordered to pay £50 compen¬ 
sation to the injured woman. 

Figures show that cab¬ 
bies endured 1,775 assaults 
occasioning actual bodily 
harm, 780 common assaults 
and 131 racially aggravated 
assaults occasioning actual 
bodily harm. Grievous bod¬ 
ily harm with intent was 
committed 83 times, assault 
with intent to rob happened 
64 times and there were 49 
incidences of racially aggra¬ 
vated common assault. 

The figures have 
prompted taxi boss Shaz 
Saleem to call for more pro¬ 
tection for cabbies. 

Mr Saleem, chairman of 
Dudley Private Hire and 
Taxi Association, said: “I 
knew there was a lot but 
didn’t realise it was quite 
that many. It is shocking to 
hear. It’s yet another sign 
that we need more support 
from the police.” 


Money wasted on food 
that only feeds the bin 

FAMILIES in the West Midlands waste an average of £169 
a year on food that ends up in the bin, according to new 
research. 

The nationwide survey carried out by Provident on 
around 2,000 UK adults revealed how much the average 
Brit spent on food, water and unused satellite TV, among 
others. 

It also raised the question about how much Britain could 
be saving by simply being more careful when grocery shop¬ 
ping or checking their account for any unusual debits. 

People in the West Midlands spend an average of £65 on 
their weekly shop, of which five per cent will go to the bin, 
mainly because products have expired. 

Monthly subscriptions also hit pockets with many paying 
a monthly subscription via direct debits for services they 
never actually use. It took an average of four-and-a-half 
months to cancel such a service. 



FOR the end of our 


WINTER SALE 
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Fiona corner group. WAS £949 SALE£749" Light oak dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £1099 SALE £869- 

pn £699 £250 pbs £499 


Natural oak effect triple door robe. 

WAS £399 SALE £299- 


Rest Assured large luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £499" 


SAVE 

£600 


£199 


SAVE 

£200 


£399 


SAVE 

£250 
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www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 
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Wilson Lovatt staff enjoying a camel ride 


William’s brother Harry in uniform 


Sitting atop a pyramid, enjoying the work of another contractor? 



William in his linen suit in Egypt 


Trooping to Egypt for 
contract on barracks 


ONE of Wolverhampton’s 
best known construction 
companies, was Wilson Lo¬ 
vatt & Sons. 

In 1911 they secured a huge 
contract to build new army bar¬ 
racks at Abbassia in Egypt. 

They were to replace old barracks 
about which questions had been asked 
in Parliament. They were lit by oil 
lamps and the troops found it impos¬ 
sible to read at night. 

Outskirts 

The barracks were at Heliopolis on 
the outskirts of Cairo, near the airfield 
used by both the RAF and Imperial 
Airways. 

In charge of the contract was Wil¬ 
liam Alexander Poulson of Rayleigh 
Road, Wolverhampton. 

His father had operated a building 
firm, J Poulson and Son of St Mark’s 


MEMORY LANE 



Road, but William, who had been born 
in 1880, moved to Wilson Lovatt, ini¬ 
tially as a foreman bricklayer. 

He went out to Egypt on the P & O 
steamship SS Maloja. While in Egypt 
he took in all the sights, and took 
many photographs on his early glass- 
plate camera. 

He returned before the War, con¬ 
tract complete, and his son Geoffrey 
was born in 1914. 

He continued to work for Wilson Lo¬ 
vatt until his retirement. 

His brother Harry was called up in 
the First World War, and was due to 
marry Clara Jones on his demob, but 
she died in the influenza epidemic of 
1918-9. 



Inspecting the works at Abbassia 



William Poulson in later life 



Mrs Poulson at home in Rayleigh Road 


HERITAGE 

BUILDERS TMhaWJ 
MERCHANTS LTD 


Tel: 01384 412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


GOLDEN 
GRAVEL 
BULK BAG £65 
BLUE/PLUMB SLATE 
BULK BAG £79 


Concrete Blocks 90p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p 

TIMBER 

7x2 £2.40 mtr 6x2 £2.00 mtr 
4x2 £1.65 mtr 3x2 £1.35 mtr 


AGGREGATES DCCD(11 , C 

Bulk bag building sand 
Bulk bag sharp sand FE ■FfJ^Tn LS 

Bulk bag ballast ™ D C E ™ 

Bulk bag Hardcore MEASURE 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 


KfHjp 
PANEL 
6X6 
£19 


www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, 
hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden 
gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 




• Mobility Scooters • Walking Aids 

• Wheelchairs • Bathing Accessories 

• Stairlifts • Back Supports 

• Rise Recliner Chairs • Arthritic Supports 

• Incontinence Products • Power Chairs 

• Daily Living Aids • Beds & Much More 



Visit: MobilifyExtra.com 
Call Now: 0121 320 2047 

432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY 


PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

gMo] 

©iufeiSy ©3t?Q0il®aS© 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 
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London Theatre Saver 


You’ll ‘clap hands, stamp your feet and bang on 
the big bass drum’ with sheer joy at this exhilarating 
show that’s been thrilling audiences night after night in 
London’s West End. 


by coach _ 

days only m 

Saturday departures, V * 

1 April, 24 June £jZ9' 95pp ^—' 

&15 July 2017 




VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/HMF064 


QUOTE CODE: HMF064 


SHOW OF 
THE WEEK 


PRICE INCLUDES 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star 
hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Grand Circle ticket (face value £25) to see Half a Sixpence 
at the Noel Coward Theatre on Saturday evening 
(ticket upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 

Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
& Stourbridge 






























































Ex-councillor 
denies charge 

A FORMER Dudley councillor has denied 
making indecent images of a child. 

Derrick Hemingsley, who represented 
Wordsley until last year, appeared at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court last week where 
he pleaded not guilty to the single charge. 

The 57-year-old, who was also a governor 
at Belle Vue Primary School in Wordsley 
and chairman of the Friends of Wordsley 
Park, will stand trial in October. 

The offence is alleged to have taken place 
between August 2013 and November 2015. 

Hemingsley, of Penzer Street, Kingswin- 
ford, spoke only to confirm his name and 
enter his plea. Wearing a dark grey suit, the 
ex-Labour councillor sat in the dock during 
the hearing which lasted around 15 min¬ 
utes. A week-long trial was fixed to begin on 
October 2. He was released on conditional 
bail. 

Heminsgley was put on ‘immediate ad¬ 
ministrative suspension’ by the Labour 
party. 


Major road delays warning as 
busy route gets 20mph limit 


THE speed limit on a section of a 
busy main road in the Black Country 
will be reduced to 20mph for three 
weeks. 

Tipton Road, which runs past Dudley 
Archives and The Black Country Living 
Museum, will have the restriction in place 
on both carriageways from February 24 to 
March 17. The speed limit will be in place 
outside rush hours, between 9.30am and 
3.30pm on weekdays, for resurfacing work 
to be carried out. 

The move has led to fears over traffic delays, 
with ongoing work on the A4123 Birmingham 
New Road already causing problems. 


Dudley’s Councillor Margaret Aston, who rep¬ 
resents the Castle and Priory Ward, said: “It will 
be the worse during school time. There is a lot of 
traffic down that road and the awkward bit will 
be during the school rush hour. It could cause 
trouble with the ongoing Birmingham New 
Road works too. But if the work needs to be done 
that it is something we will have to deal with.” 

Congestion 

The £1.5 million Birmingham New Road 
scheme, which aims at reducing congestion, has 
restrictions in place throughout the day and a 
24-hour closure in force on Shaw Road until the 
end of March. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet member for 
environmental services, said Dudley Council 


was aiming for minimum disruption. She ex¬ 
plained: “This is part of our three-year plan to 
resurface major roads. Right across the borough 
we are doing this, which was part of a bid given 
to us from the Government. 

“I am aware that there are ongoing works 
nearby but we will be trying very hard not to 
cause any trouble but people need to be aware 
that there may be disruption. 

“We are often approached by utility compa¬ 
nies asking to carry out essential work on our 
roads and our job is to help them do that with 
as little disruption to communities as possible.” 

“With this in mind we work closely with them 
to carefully plan a traffic management system 
to keep disruption to a minimum but sometimes 
delays have to be expected.” 


Group to honour 
Bert’s memory 

A GROUP honouring a peace campaign¬ 
er and charity fundraiser from the Black 
Country has been launched. 

The Bert Bissell Memorial Society will 
promote peace and raise money for char¬ 
ities in the region. Supporters who came 
together to launch the group in Mr Bis- 
sell’s home town of Dudley include Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin, Mayor of Dudley 
Mohammed Hanif, councillors and mem¬ 
bers of Mr Bissell’s family. 

Mr Bissell, who lived on Selborne Road, 
climbed Ben Nevis on VJ Day in 1945 and 
numerous times afterwards, constructing 
a peace cairn at its summit. 

He was honoured internationally for 
his peace campaigning and was made a 
Freeman of two boroughs, Dudley and 
Fort William in Scotland. Mr Bissell died 
in 1988 and is buried at the foot of Ben 
Nevis, where an annual charity walk is 
held in his memory. 


Dudley surprises geographer 





‘Guerilla geographer’ Dan Raven-Ellison had his brain monitored during his walk 


A NATIONAL Geographic explorer who 
electronically measured his changing mood 
during a 2.5 million step walk across Brit¬ 
ain’s cities and parks, has said Dudley is 
one of the best places in the UK. 

Daniel Raven-Ellison had an EEG mon¬ 
itor strapped to his head which monitored 
his brain activity as he crossed 69 cities over 
seven months from June last year. Statis¬ 
tics collected from the monitor showed how 
stressed, relaxed, excited, focused, inter¬ 
ested and engaged he was during the walk. 

Mr Raven-Ellison walked from Birming¬ 
ham, through Dudley to Wolverhampton 
during the last leg of the trip. 

The 37-year-old ‘guerilla geographer’ 
said: “Dudley is a very special place. It has a 
combination of industrial heritage and lots 
of green spaces and hills that have stunning 
views. The wilderness and scenery makes 


Dudley one of the best places I’ve been in 
the UK. It was wonderful to see the nature 
in the suburban area.” 

Mr Raven-Ellison walked from North- 
field, through Oldbury, before arriving in 
Dudley, taking a trip down the High Street, 
walking past Dudley Zoo. He then walked 
through Wren’s Nest nature reserve, to¬ 
wards Coseley and finished in Wednesfield. 

He added: “The High Street was great 
and my headset detected high levels of in¬ 
terest. The walk was one of my favourites 
and for people that don’t think Dudley is 
a special place, I think they should think 
again. ” 

But Mr Raven-Ellison did add: “But the 
level of fly-tipping really disappointed me. I 
saw some of the worst fly-tipping ever. Dud¬ 
ley has a lot going for it but lots more can be 
done to the town to make it better.” 


LCP unveils £100,000 
refurbishment of units 

KINGSWINFORD-BASED London and Cambridge Prop¬ 
erties says it has delivered on its pledge to continue in¬ 
vesting in its commercial property portfolio by unveiling 
two units in the Black Country that have undergone a 
£100,000 refurbishment. 

Units 2 and 3, which comprise more than 18,900 sq ft, at 
Parkway Business Park, Tipton, are now being marketed 
after the commercial property management and invest¬ 
ment company completed the improvements. 

Works to the units, which are available together or can 
be let as two smaller units of about 9,000 sq ft each, in¬ 
cluded minor roof works, redecoration throughout and re¬ 
furbished kitchen and toilet facilities. 

Andrew Preston, industrial portfolio manager at LCP, 
which is based on its own Pensnett Business Estate in 
Kingswinford, said: “There is demand for units of this 
size.” 


Bar revamp 
plan at club 

THE former Rock Zombie 
nightclub could reopen as a 
bar by the end of March. 

Businessman Christopher 
Marson has been looking at 
various venues for a new 
nightspot in Dudley but has 
now set his sights on the 
King Street premises, which 
could be renamed Bar Diva. 

He said: “We are cur¬ 
rently trying to open a gay, 
non-attitude bar on the site 
of the old Rock Zombie club. 
I’m currently working with 
two investors and the club 
could look set to open on 
March 31.” 


SUMMERHILL 


Bathrooms 

Trust the experts... 

With our recommended fitters, we are 
with you from conception to completion 


Seltectedl DfepISaw/ Clearance 


We can refit 
your bathroom 
from 

£3,750 

(VAT free in qualifying cases) 
Home visits available 
for quotations 


0 



P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front panel, 
bath screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


SALE OQOQ 

price 


SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



ONLY 

stag 


800 or 900 quadrant 
includes tray & waste 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 


I • 

Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600 x IIOO £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600 x 11 0O £89 


£149 


MIRA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

SALE 
PRICE 

TRITON T80Z 

7.5kw, 
8.5w 
9,5 kw 
and 
10.5kw 

S4E139 


Aided Bathing 
Specialists 


-I 



VANITY UNITS 

AT SALE PRICES 
400mm 
450mm 
550mm 
650mm 
750mm 
850mm 


FREE Semi Recess Basin and 
Marflow Lenso Basin Tap with 
every purchase over £850 of 
Utopia furniture 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 
01384 263626 


AMPLE FREE OPEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

PARKING 11AM-4PM SUNDAY 


rm m on 

foceboofc 
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Call free on 0808102 4561 or visit anchor.org.uk/conv28 

Holmpark care home, 212 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B16 9PH 

*Offer period 08/02/17 - 07/03/17.Conditions apply - see website or call us for details. 
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Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


CHELSEA 

Flower Show and Oxford 



Departing Friday 26 May 2017 


Quote Code: MUY011 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/Reading 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 

English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, with 
coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 

2 days, by coach 

only £199 — 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHATSWORTH 

Flower Show and Harrogate 



Departing Saturday 10 June 2017 


Quote Code: TUM966 


The first ever RHS Chatsworth Flower Show in 2017 is 
set to showcase ‘Design Revolutionaries’ and promises 
to be unlike any other flower show, so book early 
because we expect demand to be heavy. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 ■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Office block now being 
transformed into flats 



Revamp - the former npower offices on High Street, Kingswinford, are being converted into apartments 


IT was once the npower of¬ 
fice building but now this 
landmark site in the Black 
Country is being converted 
into apartments. 

The building on High Street in 
Kingswinford has stood empty 
since it closed in 2013. 

More than 200 people had been em¬ 
ployed at the site, the local base of the 
UK-based electricity generator and 


supplier of gas and electricity to homes 
and businesses. 

But now the office block is being 
transformed into 66 apartments and 
work expected to be completed by May. 

Prices 

Mandale Apartments are behind 
the transformation which includes 42 
one-bedroom flats and 24 two-bedroom 
flats. Prices range from £83,000 for the 
one-bed flat to £107,000 for the two- 
bed. 


The car park, which has 104 spaces, 
will be left in place to be used by the 
occupants of the new flats. 

Kingswinford councillor Dave Tyler 
has welcomed the plans. He said: “The 
homes are much better than leav¬ 
ing the building empty and therefore 
being at risk to vandalism and arson. 

“A lot of buildings in the borough 
which are left empty for a length of 
time tend to end up vandalised, fortu¬ 
nately this building never got to that 
point.” 


Committee 

members 

re-elected 

Clent Gardening Club 

AT the Annual General 
Meeting in January chair¬ 
man Martin Grange wel¬ 
comed members and re¬ 
ceived apologies. 

The chairman reported 
another successful year 
for the club with members 
having enjoyed a variety of 
interesting speakers. The 
annual joint meeting with 
Belbroughton Horticultural 
Society was a successful 
Gardener’s Question Time 
which produced a lively au¬ 
dience participation. 

The club had enjoyed two 
splendid evening outings 
and a summer day trip to 
the magnificent RHS gar¬ 
dens at Wisley. 

Although the club lost 
two members to the great 
garden in the sky during 
the year membership had 
increased overall by one 
which was encouraging. 

Martin was re-elected as 
chairman and Peter Orme 
as honorary treasurer. 

Sue Mitchell was elected 
to replace Ann Hunt as 
honorary secretary and the 
remaining committee mem¬ 
bers were re-elected. 

Following any other busi¬ 
ness the chairman reminded 
members that the first new 
year meeting would be on 
February 24 when Linda 
Eggins will give a talk called 
Old Plants, New Plants - 
Who Cares? 

The closure of the meet¬ 
ing followed a glass of wine 
and nibbles to welcome the 
new gardening year. 

Meetings are at Clent 
Village Hall on the fourth 
Friday each month. Visit 
https ://clentgardeningclub. 
wordpress.com or call 01562 
883009/07917 184762. 


Guest does justice 
to entertaining talk 

Amblecote History Society 

AT the first meeting of 2017, 
Geoff Longmore opened by 
welcoming a good audience 
which included some new fac¬ 
es as visitors. 

He then conducted the 
re-appointment of the com¬ 
mittee, adding Sandra Newall 
and Christine Hatton as new 
volunteers to play a supportive 
role, before updating the mem¬ 
bership on a number of admin¬ 
istrative and news items. 

He then proceeded to in¬ 
troduce David Berry to pres¬ 
ent his light-hearted and 
entertaining talk based on the 
theme of ‘A Day in Court’. 

His aim was to give a factual 
overview of how the judiciary 
system works and the role that 
the courts, at various levels, 
have in supporting it. 

A round of applause was 
given at the end in apprecia¬ 
tion of his entertaining talk 
before many detailed ques¬ 
tions were asked. Geoff gave 
a formal ‘thank you’ to David 
who waived his fee by donat¬ 
ing it to Mary Stevens Hos¬ 
pice. 

More information about 
Amblecote History Society is 
available on Facebook. 


Speaker proves a 
real Guiding light 


Kingswinford Ladies Social Circle 


THE ladies met for the 
first time this year on Feb¬ 
ruary 2 at The Royal Brit¬ 
ish Legion Kingswinford. 

Chairman Sheila Evans 
welcomed all members and 
the speaker Fiona Lucas, 
a Guide leader. Business 
matters were read, ap¬ 
proved and signed. 

Ahead of the committee 
meeting today (Thursday), 
Sheila asked if anyone 
would like to take on the 
role of treasurer. A letter 
was read out from Jean 
Haddon thanking the la¬ 
dies for the blankets for 
the Fistula Hospital at 
Addis Ababa and for the 
generous hospitality she 
received at the Christmas 
party. 

This will be the last time 
the blankets will be given 
out due to lack of knitters. 


I 

Fiona gave an enter¬ 
taining and enthusias¬ 
tic talk about taking a 
group of Guides on a trip 
to America in 2016. The 
girls chose the destination 
themselves and the trip 
had to incorporate three 
ideals, culture, commu¬ 
nity and celebration of 
100 years of Guiding. The 
girls worked unceasingly 
to raise money which in¬ 
cluded Fiona herself doing 
a tandem skydive. 

While in the US, two 
girls made their vows at 
the top of The Empire 
State building, one at the 
top of The Rockefeller 
Centre, and one at Dis¬ 
ney World. Fiona showed 
several items collected on 
their journey and gave 
everyone a badge. Sylvia 
Fletcher gave thanks. 


Sadness as club ceases to exist 


THE AGM took place at Wordsley Green 
Community Centre on January 11. Minutes 
of the 2016 meeting were read, agreed as a 
true record, and signed by the chairman. 

Following procedure, all the existing of¬ 
ficers stood down but, as intimated at the 
last meeting, did not wish to be re-elected. 

Unfortunately no one was willing to take 
on any of the official duties, so with a great 
deal of sadness the club will cease to exist. 


Wordsley Gardening Club 

Discussion took place as to the distribu¬ 
tion of the accrued funds and agreement 
was reached to the effect that donations 
would be distributed between five local 
charities/voluntary groups. 

The tea interval took place for the last 
time, the raffle was drawn and the meeting 
ended at 9pm. 
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Fresh seafood to your door 



More than £250,000 has been invested in building Star Feast Patrick Down ham, left, and Steve Money of Star Feast Foods Star Feast offers a range of seafood, poultry and dried goods 


One of the UK’s leading seafood 
suppliers has launched a new busi¬ 
ness to target restaurants and the 
general public. 

Star Agro Marine Foods, which pro¬ 
vides more than £9m of sustainable 
shrimp and related products to super¬ 
markets across the country, has invested 
over £250,000 into rolling-out Star Feast 
in the Midlands. 

The new company will immediately create 
five jobs and will be responsible for the whole¬ 
sale, restaurant, trade counter and home deliv¬ 
ery aspect of the original business, with boss¬ 
es predicting first year sales could top £3m. 

A new Tuk Tuk - sourced all the way from 


Pune in India - has arrived in the Black Coun¬ 
try and will be used to market the new offer, 
which will include a large range of seafood, 
poultry and dried goods. 

“We have had a fantastic year with the major 
retailers, with more than £5m of new orders se¬ 
cured over the last twelve months,” explained 
Steve Money, Managing Director. 

“However, we don’t like to stand still and 
there’s only so much Star Agro shrimp we can 
supply. We need an alternative approach on 
the wholesale and home delivery front, which 
is why we’ve branched out with the launch of 
Star Feast.” 

He continued: “This will focus on growing 
the trade counter, supplying into more restau¬ 
rants and marketing our home delivery to the 
general public. The latter means people can 


have fresh seafood and poultry products direct 
to their door, simply by picking up the phone 
or placing the order via social media. 

“Better still, on certain occasions your deliv¬ 
ery will be completed using our authentic Tuk 
Tuk, which is causing a major stir among fellow 
motorists in the Black Country.” 

Wolverhampton-based Star Feast will origi¬ 
nally focus on the West Midlands and in devel¬ 
oping its full range of products ahead of exhib¬ 
iting at a number of trade shows later this year. 

It is also exploring opportunities to broaden 
its reach in the South West and London, with 
plans in place to create a network of supply 
bases over the coming months. If these deals 
are completed, more than 8 people will be em¬ 
ployed and the range could be as diverse as 
75 different products. 


This includes cod, king prawns, mussels, 
pangasius, salmon, squid and tilapia - we’ve 
even got fresh water whole fish available. (Pull 
out quote) 

Steve concluded: “The new business is all 
about understanding what our different cus¬ 
tomer bases want and a dedicated wholesale 
offer - with more choice - was at the top of 
their list. 

“We’ve got lots of exciting plans to secure 
market share, including the Tuk Tuk marketing 
campaign and the future launch of a mobile 
app that will make ordering extremely easy. 
Minimum orders are just 1kg so it’s a great 
way to have fresh seafood delivered right to 
your door.” 

For further information, please visit www. 
staragromarine.co.uk or contact 01902 722963 


Spot the Tuk Tuk 

Star Feast’s authentic Tuk Tuk will be 
travelling all over the Black Country over 
the next few weeks and the company is 
giving customers the chance to enjoy £10 
off their first order when they spend £20 
or more. 

All you need to do is snap a photo of 
the Tuk Tuk in action and then tweet @ 
staragro_uk or message its Facebook 
page with the image and where you saw 
it. 






www.staragromarine.co.uk 
Tel:01902 722963 


«foducer to 


Star Feast Foods has arrived 
in the Black Country and 
Birmingham and is n ow l 
offering the public and local 
^^^nantgdl^^l^ce to 
g efe h i gTi jg u ajjty^s ustainably 
produced, great tasting 
efeafood'dSlivered'to their door. 


Minimum order from 1KG 
Wide selection of products available 


at 


^ New poultry range added, 
including Chicken & Duck 

Order online or call for next day 
delivery 




I WmmBKB » 

KING PRAWNS, SALMON, COD, 
MUSSELS, SQUID, TILAPIA, 
PA^G^SIUS, FRESHWATER WHOLE 
FISH, HILSA, ROHU, MRIGAL, BOAL 

> skat)#**** 

Public & trade counter 
NOW OPEN at 


Fallings Park IndustriSL Estate, 

* 

Park Lane, 
Wolverhampton 
WV10 9QA 


Send us a photo of our Tuk Tuk on its deliveries 
and receive a £10 voucher for your first order! 


Email: info@staragromarine.co.uk Twitter: @staragro_uk 


Star Feast 


VISA | 


Only redeemable on orders over £20 
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WANTED 


Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home• Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Please can 

0121 643 5211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our 

www.birmihghamdogshome;org.uk 

If y#u cannot nhom.yoii can h.lp aa with donation* or spooaorshlp 


nes Lan 


Catherine-De-Barnes Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B62 ODJ 



Pupils from Dormston School read the nominated books for teens before choosing their favourite 


YOUNG readers from sec¬ 
ondary schools across the 
borough are being invited to 
vote for their favourite book 
of the year. 

The Dudley Teenage Book 
Awards 2016 is being held for the 
sixth year in a row to encourage 
children and teenagers to get into 
reading. 

Six book titles have been nominated 
and the winner will be announced at a 
ceremony at Dormston School in Sedg- 
ley in March. 


Council leaders said the awards are 
a great way for young people to ‘dis¬ 
cover new authors’ and ‘develop a ‘life¬ 
long love of reading’. 

The books that have been nomi¬ 
nated are: Cogheart by Peter Bunzl; 
Swimming to the Moon by Jane Elson; 
Bubble Boy by Stuart Foster; How 
to look for a lost dog by Ann Martin; 
Edge of Extinction by Laura Martin; 
and Black Powder by Ally Sherrick. 

Year 8 students from Dormston’s 
Book Club have been promoting the 
awards by reading the nominated 
books. 

Sally Ellsmore, library manager at 


Dormston, said: “This is a fantastic op¬ 
portunity that our students take part 
in each year with commitment and en¬ 
thusiasm. They get excited to read the 
nominated titles which generates lots 
of interest. I think it will be anybody’s 
guess who will win. Each book has a 
completely different subject.” 

The winner will be chosen at a pres¬ 
entation ceremony at the Dormston 
Mill Theatre on March 21 from 2pm. 

Votes can be cast online through 
www.dudley.gov.uk/libraries website. 
The deadline is March 17. For details 
contact donna.taylor@dudley.gov.uk 
or call (01384) 812955. 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 






FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



J 























Online upgrade 
for payments 

DUDLEY Council’s on¬ 
line payment system will 
be unavailable for a short 
period next week to allow 
for an essential upgrade. 

Chiefs said work will 
be carried out to ensure it 
meets the latest security 
standards, as well as mak¬ 
ing it quicker and easier 
for customers to use. 

Online payment sys¬ 
tems will be unavailable 
from 7.45pm Tuesday to 
11.59pm on Thursday 
(February 21-23). 

For further information 
call Dudley Council Plus 
on 0300 555 2345. 


Shoppers brave cold to 
support new market 


SHOPPERS braved chilly temper¬ 
atures to turn out in force for the 
launch of the first weekly Saturday 
street market in Stourbridge. 

Stalls selling baked goodies, spicy 
sauces, candles, cushions and other 
homemade goods provided shoppers 
with plenty of variety. 

Traders selling fashions and ac¬ 
cessories also proved popular with 
shoppers who braved the cold to 
check out the first Saturday market. 

The food and craft market, which 
returned to Lower High Street and 
Coventry Street in the town centre, 
is being run by LSD Promotions. 

Dudley Council’s licensing board 


gave plans the go ahead in October 
following a survey in which the pub¬ 
lic backed the market’s return. 

Shelley Birch, who runs Babba- 
loos Bakery, which sells sweet treats 
as well as special gluten free and 
vegan products, felt the first Satur¬ 
day was a success. The 30-year-old 
from Wolverhampton said: “We 
managed to completely sell out.” 

Michael Morgan, from LSD Pro¬ 
motions, added: “Traders were very 
impressed, despite the weather, and 
a lot of them have booked again for 
next week. The public loved it as 
well and it was seen as a nice feature 
for the town.” 



Shelley Birch, who runs Babbaloos cake stall at the market 


Dragon tweets praise 
for language school 


19 


A LANGUAGE school for children 
run in Stourbridge and Halesowen 
has received praise from Dragons’ 
Den star Deborah Meaden, despite 
not securing investment on the hit 
show. 

Lingotot teaches hundreds of pre¬ 
school and primary school children 
modern foreign languages, includ¬ 
ing at Tiger Lily Day nurseries in 
Stourbridge and Halesowen. Lingo¬ 
tot founder Angela Sterling entered 
the Den on the programme broad¬ 
cast on Sunday, February 4, with a 
handful of Lingotot students, who 
showed off their language skills 
with a song. 


Angela was asking for £50,000 to 
expand services in return for 10 per 
cent of the business. The family hol¬ 
iday tycoon was the final ‘dragon’ 
left considering investment, but in 
the end she decided against it be¬ 
cause of concerns that she could not 
give Lingotot the time it needed. 

On Twitter, Meaden responded 
to a post from Lingotot express¬ 
ing their thanks. She replied: “I 
love your enthusiasm and passion 
for what you do...really hope it all 
comes through for you.” 

Across the country Lingotot 
teaches 10,000 children to speak a 
range of foreign languages. 



Don’t ignore the 
warning signs. 


If you’ve been suffering from tummy troubles such as 

diarrhoea, bloating, discomfort or anything else that 
just doesn’t feel right for three weeks or more, 

it could be a sign of cancer. 

It’s probably nothing serious, but finding 
cancer early makes it more treatable, 

so tell your doctor. 



Search 'Be Clear on Cancer' 





Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 
153 CASTLE ROAD WEST OLDBURY B68 OEL 



MAKEOVER 

COMPANY 


THEORIGINAL 

& <7%^ c C$eSG COMPANY 

Transform your kitchen without the hassle and cost of 
a full kitchen replacement. 

✓SUPERB CHOICE ✓SUPERB VALUE 
✓SUPERB SERVICE 

THE LATEST DESIGNS FOR DOORS • HANDLES • WORKTOPS 
TAPS •APPLIANCES •BEDROOMS 


BRAND NEW 2017 WINTER SALE OFFER... 

m 


DELIVERING QUALITY AND 
UNRIVALLED VALUE 


nv 


Avoid waste, retain your 
cabinets, save money 
and be kind to the 
environment 

Less upheaval and 
hassle and mess of a 
rip-out 

From a simple door or 
worktop change to a 
complete kitchen 
makeover 

Our buying power 
means one thing - 
unbelievable prices & 
deals for you! 

Hundreds of styles & 
finishes of doors & 
worktops 

Fast, immaculate 
installations by our 
experienced skilled 
workforce 


5 years guarantee 
across all workmanship 


Over 30 years of skilled 
experience in the trade 


01384913969 

www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF TODAY ON 
or click 


UNIT 22 ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, PEDMORE RD, BRIERLEY HILL 


OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
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20 Lifestyle 


Box clever 
to update 
your room 
with style 

ANTIQUES AND | J 
COLLECTIBLES 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 


OUR ideas in terms of interior design have 
changed dramatically in recent years, 
with people moving away from the ‘tradi¬ 
tional’ approach. 

There used to be a certain slavish tendency to 
furnish contemporary homes with modern fur¬ 
niture, Victorian houses with period pieces and 
so on, which was 


IMS 
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all very well but it 
didn’t allow for per¬ 
sonal character and 
if you were lucky 
to live in a Tudor 
mansion your choice 
would be somewhat 
limited! 

Now we don’t re¬ 
ally mind if furniture 
doesn’t match or col¬ 
our schemes vary, what 
matters is the overall 
effect - and often that 
means incorporating 
items of vintage furni¬ 
ture to serve a variety 
of purposes. 

Take the humble 
wooden box, for example. 

In the saleroom you can find anything from a 1930s 
file box or Victorian deed box to an old pine linen chest 
or a vintage travelling trunk. 

The former make lovely jewellery or stationery 
boxes, the latter are often snapped up in the saleroom 
for new lives as coffee tables. 

The furnishings from old shops are always popular at 
auction, storage cabinets and shelf stacks can be put to 
all kinds of new uses and of course advertising boards 
look great in a modern kitchen. 

Old pine washstands can be used as hall tables, 
dressing tables and even desks (thanks to the increas¬ 
ing use of laptops) and hatstands have seemingly mi¬ 
grated into almost every room in the house. 

Old wooden bureaus are still used in vintage-styled 
home offices but I sold one recently that was destined 

to double as 



pews and school benches are bought at auction for 
halls, kitchens and even sitting rooms and old boot- 
benches and ‘monk’ benches are sold for similar uses. 

Vintage wooden stepladders no longer safe for their 
original purpose can be painted up and used as kitchen 
pot-stands or even plant-stands in a conservatory or 
garden room. 

And what about the sideboard? Once an essential 
piece of furniture for any home, its popularity has 
definitely waned in recent decades - but, although it 
is undoubtedly a bit large for many modern rooms, it 
can serve a variety of purposes from filing cabinet to 
kitchen cupboard. 

Finally, don’t be put off if an item needs a little 
minor restoration work - it might be easy to restore or 
even look pretty good in its ‘pre-loved’ condition. 


• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 
in Low Town, Bridgnorth, on Tuesday April 4. View¬ 
ing will be during the weekend and on the Monday 
prior to the auction.New sale bidders are advised 

to attends the saleroom early on auction day to 
register and be allocated a bidding number. 


Pop on your PJs 


even to go shopping? 



LAST week I nipped into a supermarket for a 
pint of milk. It was early in the morning but 
I was still surprised to see a young girl in her 
onesie and a young mum in check pyjamas, 
leopard skin fleecy dressing gown and pink 
slippers! 

I admit, I am used to my daughter in law, 
and indeed her friends, relaxing in their 
T-shirt and leggings sleepwear as soon as they 
return from work, do the cleaning or enjoy a 
film day, I love to wear my fleece onesie while 
lazing about but I am still shocked to see 
nightwear for supermarket shopping. 

It is big business, most high street and on¬ 
line clothing retailers offering a large range 
of sleepwear and loungewear, often based on 
leisurewear styling, T-shirts with logos, all in 
one fleece suits, sweatshirts, sweatpants and 
shorts. Whatever your preference there will 
be something to suit you. 

Marks and Spencers (marksandspencers. 
com) have traditional nightdresses and py¬ 
jamas in light cottons and a range of satin 
and lace designed by the model Rosie Hun- 
tington-Whiteley, aptly named Rosie for Au¬ 
tograph, a delightful elegant range of delicate 


STYLE 

FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


nightwear. Tesco (tesco.com) offer a rose 
print, pretty and bright, twosies, onesies, ted¬ 
dies, lounge sets, camisoles and shorts and a 
hooded lounge coatigan that would be really 
good to wear as a winter warmer jacket. For 
great value Primark (primark.com) has a 
large range of night time casual, separates, 
sportswear influenced leggings, T-shirts, bra- 
lets and shorts, lots of coordinating cartoon 
logos, slogans and prints. 

If you are looking for something more up¬ 
market then look at thewhitecompany.com 
with its beautifully styled soft jersey items 
and derek-rose.com who have been producing 
luxury nightwear since 1926. Pyjamas, night¬ 
shirts, sleepsuits and matching kimono gowns 
in cotton batiste, micro modal and pure silk. 
Piped edges with neat button opening and cut 
to fit comfortably. 


Esteem-No pause (esteemmanchester. 
com) produce leisure wear and sleep wear in 
smooth stretch lycra designed to wick perspi¬ 
ration away from the body, particularly help¬ 
ing with night sweats during the menopause, 
simple single colour pieces that can also be 
worn as daywear. 

Essential to complete the ‘look’ are slippers 
of various designs, Ugg style bootees, Crocs, 
flip flops, moccasins and chunky non-slip sole 
socks. If you are looking for something more 
stylish try Ruby and Ed (rubyanded.co.uk), 
velvet bows, faux fur mules and ballerinas. 
Mahabis (mahabis.com) produce slippers with 
a removeable sole so they can be worn out¬ 
side. Today sleepwear and loungewear is so 
influenced by casual leisurewear and sports¬ 
wear, there is no surprise they are garments 
of choice for so many reasons but I am still 
not sure they should be the attire for shop¬ 
ping, is it really so difficult in today’s world 
to shower and dress before leaving home in 
the morning? 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, www.jfl- 
garmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 




Sian Williams has been investigating the vast array of health products available on the high street with co-host Dr Ranj Singh on ITV series Save Money: Good Health 


We should all just stop 
persecuting ourselves 



Tv presenter Sian, 52, is a mother of four 


ALTHOUGH Sian Williams ac¬ 
knowledges she’s “living with 
uncertainty” since her battle with 
breast cancer two years ago, the 
experience has, she reveals, giv¬ 
en her a new and more liberated 
perspective. 

The former host of BBC Breakfast 
for 11 years was diagnosed a week af¬ 
ter her 50th birthday in 2014 and un¬ 
derwent a double mastectomy. 

“One of the brilliant doctors who treated 
me told me at the end of it all, ‘You’ve got 
to live with uncertainty because there’s no 
clear-cut path ahead,”’ she explains. 

But knowing that actually made it a lot 
easier, because after all, we’re all living 
with uncertainty as no one ever knows 
what’s around the corner. That doctor also 
told me, ‘You’re lucky, you’ve got a full and 
healthy life, just go out, enjoy it and live it.’ 
In the early days, I did have anxious mo¬ 
ments thinking, ‘Maybe it’s back’, but then 
you just get on with things like work and 
the family and realise there’s no point con¬ 
stantly worrying.” 

The 52-year-old mother-of-four has previ¬ 
ously revealed that her biggest fear follow¬ 
ing her diagnosis was not being able to see 
her youngest children grow up. 


By Lisa Salmon 


“Nowadays I just feel very blessed and so 
fortunate that my cancer was very treata¬ 
ble. I’m in robust good health and all my 
check-ups, which I will continue to have for 
years, have been clear.” It’s taken work and 
been an effort, she says but she’s now able 
to feel “very positive” about the future. 

Health is currently a work focus too as 
she’s been investigating the vast array of 
health products available on the high street 
with co-host Dr Ranj Singh on ITV series 
Save Money: Good Health. 

“We spend so much money as a nation 
on over-the-counter remedies and supple¬ 
ments, because often we’re looking for a 
quick health fix or may be reluctant to go to 
a doctor. It’s about helping viewers decide 
if they’re spending their money wisely and 
exploring any cheaper alternatives,” says 
Williams. “My dad, John was one of the vol¬ 
unteers testing out products and that was 
great fun for both of us. I’ve always been a 
big vitamin taker, but my father had never 
taken a pill in his life before taking part in 
this, and is hugely cynical about supple¬ 
ments and remedies.” 

Her personal health battle, which she 
kept secret until May 2016, has made her 
re-focus her own approach to health and 
dieting. 


“We should all stop persecuting ourselves 
about what we eat. ‘Diet’ is a word which 
reeks of a punishment regime where pleas¬ 
ure doesn’t get a look in, and that can’t be 
good for us. I watched my mum on diets 
while I was growing up and although I’d 
sworn never to diet myself over the years, I 
started excluding quite a lot of food groups 
in the belief it would make me healthier.” 

She lost her mother and her aunt to can¬ 
cer, and said: “It’s ironic that my husband’s 
never done any of that, and has been known 
to have things like a couple of doughnuts 
for breakfast, but I’m the one who got the 
cancer! Recently I’ve found out that it’s a 
varied diet which keeps you healthy and if 
you cut out too many food groups, your gut 
simply doesn’t like it.” 

Nowadays she avoids imposing ‘healthy’ 
rules on herself and says: “I’m kinder to 
myself. I’ve had enough of the ‘shoulds’ and 
‘should nots’ which used to define what I 
did and instead this year my approach is: ‘I 
might do this or that’, which I regard as far 
better. I’ve realised if you break the rules 
you’ve set yourself, the result is you feel you 
failed, and who needs that?!” 

“I focus on looking after the family, hav¬ 
ing a happy home, and showing compassion 
to other people. My philosophy is: concen¬ 
trate on the big stuff and let the small stuff 
go by the way.” 
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Offering very best options to 
help people live their lives 


Commercial feature 

Options for Life is an 
organisation which works across 
the West Midlands offering 
a range of community-based 
programmes for people with 
learning disabilities and/or 
autism. 

With an emphasis on supporting 
people to live life to the full, we look at 
learning for life, health for life, creative 
options and the great outdoors - 
all offering projects to encourage 
and promote independence and 
expression. 

Oak Green Services is Options 
for Life’s social business providing 
a range of gardening, landscaping, 
property repair and maintenance 
services across the Black Country and 
Birmingham. The team is a group of 
people with learning disabilities who 
are supported to undertake the work, 
develop their skills and get real ‘on the 
job’ work experience. 

WomanZone is exclusively for women 
with learning disabilities, providing 
women-only services with access to all 
of Options for Life’s community-based 
programmes and opportunities. 

Making Tracks provides holistic 
support to adults with profound and 
multiple learning disabilities and 
complex health needs. In addition 
to our workshops and community- 
based programmes, Making Tracks 
also provides access to speech and 
language therapy, hydrotherapy, 



Projects are available to encourage and promote independence and expression 



physiotherapy, chiropody and 
occupational therapy. 

Branching Out provides opportunities 
for older people with learning 
disabilities. Options for Life supports 
Branching Out participants to extend 
their social networks and keep 


healthy and active within their local 
community and enjoy full access to our 
community-based programmes. 

One to One Support supports 
adults with a learning disability to live 
independently in their own home. 

Options for Life can support people 
with ordinary day-to-day things 
such as managing money, going 
shopping, learning to cook and clean. 

A spokesman says: “We can also 
help you with bigger events such as 
finding a new home, finding a college 
course or job or planning a holiday 
or trip to visit family and friends. If 
you are interested in any of the above 
please call 0121 544 6611 or visit www. 
optionsforlife.info.” 


ar 



YOUR LOCAL STAIRLIFT COMPANY 

www.dolphinmidlands.co.uk 

Tel: 0800 032 2080 

admin@dolphinmidlands.co.uk 

196 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich B70 9DP 





CARE 

intfie 

Community 



Sandweli Age UK Sandwelt JTf* 

age uk Day Care 


Day Care for older people 

Age UK Sandweli Day Centre is based in Beeches 
Road West Bromwich, and offers activities for older 
people aged 50+ including: 

• Home cooked meals by our experienced cook. 

• Exercise sessions and other physical activities 
such as Wii bowling to maintain and 
improve mobility 

• Day trips/days out 

• Quizzes and other group games 

• Support with mobility problems and personal 
care from NVQ Qualified, trained and 
experienced care workers 

• Transport to and from the Day Centre each day 

• Lunch club drop in sessions 

• Full day care sessions are provided for old¬ 
er people with dependent or personal care 
needs,those with very poor mobility and/or have 
been assessed by Social services and offered a 
personal budget. 

This service costs £26.49 per day with 
a subscription charge of £7 per day for 
activities,transport and meals. Lunch club drop 
in sessions are also available to any older person 
who wishes to attend social activities and make 
new friends. 

This costs £14 per day for activities and meals 
plus £2 for transport if required. 

Taster sessions are available so call now on 0121 
525 2499 to arrange your place. 



Volunteering with Age UK Day Care 
We are always looking for people 

who can help us at our Day Centre, making cups 
of tea, helping out in the kitchen or running an 
activity session. 

Our volunteers receive FREE training in care 
work, so if you would like to apply please 
contact us on 0121 500 1860. 

Age UK Sandweli Day Care 

1 a Beeches Road 
West Bromwich 
B70 6QE 

e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk 
10121 525 2499 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 



MobilityExfra 


SALES | HIRE | SERVICE 

LV 

NOW OPEN | 

• 



Mobility Scooters 

Wheelchairs 

Stairlifts 

Rise Recliner Chairs 
Incontinence Products 
Daily Living Aids 


• Walking Aids 

• Bathing Accessories 

• Back Supports 

• Arthritic Supports 

• Power Chairs 

• Beds & Much More 



Visit: MobilityExtra.com Call Now: 0121 320 2047 

432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY 


^ CARLTON CARE GROUP 




Lapal House, Lapal Lane South, 
Halesowen B62 OES 
0121 503 0326 
Email: michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk 

Lapal House 

We currently have a standard en suite room available. 
Lapal House offers respite and holiday care 
Please visit our website and view our video on 

www.lapalhouse.co.uk 

For further information or a brochure telephone 

0121 503 0326 



Grange Hill House, 516 Bromsgrove Road, 
Hunnington, Halesowen B62 OJJ 
0121 550 1312 

WE HAVE A SUITE AVAILABLE 
FOR TWO PEOPLE 

In addition we offer ... 

• Long term care 
• Holiday short term respite care 

If you would like a brochure or need advice on any 
aspect of Residential or Nursing Care for example 
funding or procedures involved, please call for a free 
confidential advice on 

0121 550 1312 - hatton@carltoncaregroup.co.uk 
www.grangehillhouse.co.uk 
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Bee-ing kind 
to nature 
with seeds 
giveaway 

WITH bee populations on the decline it has never been 
more important for us - as a nation - to come together 
to help our bee friends survive. 

One company that is stepping up and taking respon¬ 
sibility for the long-term future of the bees is Beefayre 
- introducing the great ‘Seeds for Bees’ giveaway of 
2017. 

Beefayre, as its name suggests, is a company that 
holds bees very close to its heart. Using wholly natural 
ingredients to create a stunning collection of home and 
body care products, this year the company has teamed 
up with the UK’s leading seed supplier, Mr Fothergills, 
to offer thousands of free seed packets. 

This year the ‘Seeds for Bees’ featured flower will be 
the pollinator and bee friendly Snapdragon. Providing 
a splash of gorgeous colour in any garden, the Snap¬ 
dragon is a firm favourite amongst bees as it releases 
four times more fragrance, drawing bees far and wide 
to its flower. 

Sharon Jervis, founder of 
Beefayre, said: “The simple 
fact is that bee populations 
are on the decline. The long¬ 
term impact of this on all as¬ 
pects of life is unimaginable. 

We are therefore trying to do 
everything we can to ensure 
that our nation’s bees have a 
future. 

The ‘Seeds for Bees’ givea¬ 
way is a simple way for anyone 
and everyone to get involved. 

By simply planting and tend¬ 
ing to their ‘Seeds for Bees’ 

Snapdragons, they will be offering a much-needed 
source of pollen. 

Whether they are planted on a balcony in the city, 
or added to a country meadow - this one small act can 
make a huge difference.” 

Getting your hands on a free packet of seed couldn’t 
be easier. 

Simply visit www.beefayre.com in March, and com¬ 
plete a short form. Your free packet of seeds will then 
be sent direct to you ready for planting. Each recipient 
will also receive a special 20 per cent discount voucher 
for use on purchases of all Beefayre products. 

The ‘Seeds for Bees’ giveaway is part of Beefayre’s 
ongoing commitment to helping the plight of the bee 
within the UK. 

Each year, the company donates three per cent of 
its profits to bee conservation projects. Beefayre is also 
dedicated to using natural and wholesome ingredients 
(free of any petroleum by-products) in its products, en¬ 
suring it does not impact on the environment in which 
it operates. 

Handmade in rural England, the current Beefayre 
portfolio includes beautifully scented candles and room 
diffusers, bath and body prod¬ 
ucts such as hand creams, lip 
balms and shower and bath 
products, and healthcare 
products such as raw honey 
and propolis tincture. 

Each product in the Bee¬ 
fayre range is also supported 
by lovingly hand drawn pack¬ 
aging designs. Created by 
Beefayre founder, Sharon Jer¬ 
vis, the inspiration for which 
comes from the honey bee and 
its natural habitat. 

To find out more about Bee¬ 
fayre and its products , please 
visit www.beefayre.com. Alternatively, call the team on 
(01858) 434492. 

Bee Friendly 

Encouraging bees to your garden couldn’t be easier. 
Follow these simple steps for a rich bee and pollinator 
ecosystem this summer and beyond. 

• Choose a variety of shapes and colours (blue, violet, 
and purple are the most nectar rich). 

• Single-layered petal flowers are easier for our bees 
to get to rather than double-layered petal-heavy flow¬ 
ers. 

• Investigate seasonal plants so our bees are 
equipped all year, eg. crocus in the waking spring, ivy 
for the winter, and an abundance of flowers in the sum¬ 
mer. 

• Lavender, native wildflowers and herb gardens are 
bee-favourites; and it’s always a case of the more the 
merrier. Borage and comfrey are champagne to bees. 

• Let’s spoil our hardworking bees because more 
blue and mauve flowers means more bees. 

• Don’t pick those dandelions! Dandelion pollen is 
very rich in fats, a very important energy source for 
bees and other pollinators, providing an especially rich 
source of food early spring. 

• Your bees will love you for allowing your garden 
to grow a little wild. Don’t pull up those ‘weeds’ until 
you’ve checked the species! Leave an area of your gar¬ 
den to be totally wild. 

• Consider investing in some solitary bee nesting 
boxes, or make your own. Position on a south facing 
wall for maximum sun exposure. 

• Consider taking up beekeeping as a hobby 





Seed potatoes chitting in egg boxes before being ready to plant out 


Time to prepare potatoes 
for the growing season 


GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - ‘Chitting’ potatoes 

GARDENERS will now be looking at new spud 
varieties and growing techniques at Potato Days 
being held at allotments and nurseries across 
the country. 

Give your seed potatoes a head start by ‘chit¬ 
ting’ them in egg boxes or on a seed tray lined 
with newspaper on a windowsill. You can buy 
seed potatoes from garden centres or nurseries. 
Place the potatoes on the tray or in the boxes, on 
a warm windowsill. 

Leave them to sprout - it takes around six 
weeks - and when the shoots are 2.5-4cm long, 
the potato tubers are ‘chitted’ and ready for 
planting. Chitting is vital for earlies and useful 
for maincrops. 

BEST OF THE BUNCH - Winter jasmine 

THIS eye-catching shrub, with its vibrant yel¬ 
low flowers which bloom between November 
and March, is also as tough as they come. 

It will put up with terrible soil and shade, you 
can grow it on a north-facing wall, training it 
until it reaches its limit of 2.5m x 2.5m (8ft x 8ft) 
and it won’t mind a bit of neglect so is ideal for 
gardeners with little time. It is nothing to write 


home about in the warmer months, so it’s wise 
to let it grow through evergreen shrubs or sup¬ 
port it with trellis and team it with ivies. While 
it will withstand the worst of the elements, it 
doesn’t like early morning sun, which, on frosty 
mornings, can end up burning the petals, so 
avoid east-facing sites. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

:: Pinch out rhododendron and azalea buds 
damaged by frost to prevent the spread of dis¬ 
ease. 

:: Wash and disinfect seed trays and pots, 
ready for early spring sowing and planting. 

:: Protect winter-flowering bulbous irises in 
the garden from severe cold or damp. 

:: Complete the pruning of greenhouse vines 
while they are still dormant. 

:: On dry days, give your shed or fencing a lift 
with timber preservative, making sure you don’t 
splash plants in the process. 

:: Have a quick clear-up, getting rid of debris 
which might shelter pests such as snails, and 
sort out your compost heap or bin for the com¬ 
ing season. 

:: Heel in newly-planted bare-root shrubs 


Good clean fun getting on 
with the task of pruning 



ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


1 Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 



AT this time of year one task 
stands clear above all others. 

It is pruning time which means mak¬ 
ing sure that your secateurs, loppers, 
saws and shears are all in tip top con¬ 
dition. 

It is certainly worth taking the time and 
trouble to do this as a ragged and untidy 
cut means that plants won’t heal well and 
are prone to disease and infection entering 
through open wounds. 

To sharpen your tools well you will need 
some WD-40 or similar, some steel wool and 
some oil. Just as it is important to make a 
clean cut it is important to have a clean 
blade. 

Hygiene is vitally important as viral or 
fungal diseases can be transmitted by the 
gardener with dirty secateurs that are 
coated in sap. 

You can buy specialist products to remove 
stubborn sap but a little elbow grease when 
you have nothing better to do works just as 
well. 

Rub the blades (keeping the point away 
from you) with the wire wool and gradually 
they will come up clean. 

Greenhouse 

Sharpen the blades like you would a good 
kitchen knife and oil them to prevent rust 
and so that dirt won’t stick. 

I have a small stone that I keep in my 
pocket so that I can sharpen my secateurs 
as I use them. 

Another area where cleanliness is impor¬ 
tant is in the greenhouse where any num¬ 
ber of nasties can overwinter in nooks and 
crannies. 

Good light is vital to plant growth so the 
glass will need a good wash down inside and 
out. 

The next step is to insulate it if possible 
and provide some heat either with a prop¬ 
agator or heat mat if you are going to start 
seed sowing. 

Sweet peas can be sown now in long root 
trainers or in toilet roll tubes so long as the 
roots can go down. 

Push a couple of seeds into each one that 
you have filled with moist compost then 
cover to keep the warmth in. I use old panes 
of greenhouse glass rather than newspaper 
or polystyrene as it means the mice can’t 
get under them. 

Mice love sweet pea seeds so it is worth 
putting a trap or two down as added insur¬ 
ance. 

The good thing about sweet peas is that 
although heat will make them germinate 
faster it is not absolutely necessary. 

Chitting early potatoes is one of the most 
exciting things to do. I save my egg boxes 
as they are perfect for holding the potatoes 
when they are placed inside with the most 
eyes facing upward. They will need a cool 
but frost free place such as a window or 
porch. 


There is plenty in the garden to bring in¬ 
side the house if you fancy a bit of colour. 
I brought a few shoots of Camellia ‘Bow 
Bells’ in to put on my kitchen table. 

This is a superb variety which is often 
one of the first to flower for me. It produces 
large single rose pink flowers with a prom¬ 
inent boss of yellow stamens in the centre. 
It is one of the toughest and the buds will 


prove remarkably weather resistant consid¬ 
ering the papery quality of the petals. 

The ‘Winter Sweet’ or Chimonanthus 
praecox is flowering now, the yellow flow¬ 
ers with reddish purple centres are strung 
along bare branches. They give off a pow¬ 
erful spicy fragrance that carries very well 
in the air outside or in a room where they 
look well with pussy willow, hazel or alder 


catkins and a little ‘Christmas box’. Snow¬ 
drops and aconites are thrusting into life 
reminding us that we cannot outrun nature 
for much longer whilst parsnips, sprouts 
and brassicas can all be harvested now and 
chard provides a welcome bit of colour on 
the plate. It is a good time for chunky cas¬ 
seroles and warming stews with plenty of 
stodge. Enjoy! 











































Royal decree 

See Page 25 


Circus tricks galore 
See Page 25 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


HALF-TERM FUN at the CONE 


Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 


V 

• Activities with animal related themes 

• Glassmaking demonstrations daily 

• Children’s Trail 

• Craft Studios and Red Cone Coffee House 

10am - 3pm Monday to Friday 
11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday 

FREE parking and admission 






Call 01384 812750 or visit 

www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums n Red House Glass Cone ST @redhousecone Dudley 


ruary 
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Halesowen s Premier 
Wedding Venue 


Events 

Functions 

Rooms 

Catering 


Birmingham Street Halesowen 

0121 602 0202 

www.benjammsbanquet.co.uk 


^CNdburyREP 

4th-11th March 

CONFUSIONS 

by Alan Ayckbourn 

These five short plays deal with a range of human 
emotions and dilemmas. From a devoted and isolated 
mother, to her unfaithful travelling salesman husband, 
through a solicitous waiter to well-heeled diners and an 
utterly shambolic garden fete, human frailty is laid bare as 
one hilarious situation after another unfolds. The laughs, 
however dark, keep coming. A brilliant piece of Ayckbourn 
that will appeal to all. 

TICKET PRICES: MON - TUES £8.00 
WED - SAT £10.00 (£9.00 CONCESSIONS). 

FILMS AT OLDBURY REP ON THE 
‘SCREEN ON THE GREEN’ 

Our Spring screenings begin on 
February 24th 

with Clint Eastwood’s highly acclaimed film 

‘SULLY’, 

starring Tom Hanks as the pilot who saved his passengers 
on the Miracle on the Hudson. 

This will be followed on 

March 24th with the true story of 

‘A STREET CAT NAMED BOB’. 

Further titles and dates are in preparation. 

All films are shown on our 16ft screen with high quality 
Digital projection in our 170 seat auditorium 

ALL TICKETS ARE STILL JUST £4.00 AND 
THE PERFORMANCE STARTS AT 7.30PM 


FREE adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, Bar, 
Facilities for the disabled 
Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to main 
house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm 

Spring Walk, Langley B69 4SP 
Online bookings now available at our website: 
www.oldburyrep.org 


WKeatsheaf 


PENSIONER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE! 

During the week 

SATURDAY NIGHT - LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
SUNDAY CARVERY - 12pm - 2.30pm 
Adults £5.50 Children £3.50 


Turners Hill, Rowley Regis B65 9DP 
07860 673 165 


Busted 



Tomorrow, 7pm 
02 Academy, Birmingham 
Expect a full house for the return of 
the power pop trio touting new album 
Night Driver and lots of favourites from 
the Year 3000. 

See academymusicgroup.com/o2a 
cademybirmingham 


LeAnn 

Rhymes 



Tonight, 7pm 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The US singer who crossed over from 
country to the pop scene to have such 
hits as Can’t Fight The Moonlight 
and How Do I Live is back with a new 
album, Remnants. 

See www.thsh.co.uk 


Juan 

Diego Florez 



Tuesday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The acclaimed tenor from Peru will 
be accompanied by pianist Vincenza 
Scalera for a recital including arias by 
Verdi, Rossini, Puccini and Mozart that 
will delight classical fans. 

See www.thsh.co.uk 


Sophie 

Ellis-Bextor 



Tonight, 7pm 

02 Institute 2, Birmingham 
It will be Murder On The Dancefloor 
at the Digbeth venue when the pop 
favourite performs her hits as well as 
songs from new album Familia. 

See www.academymusicgroup.com/ 
o2institutebirmingham 


JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES- 

REGGAE & MOTOWN 

The Red Lemons 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Andy Fairweather 
Low & The Low Riders 

Tonight, £20 
Artrix, 

Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 87158 

UB40 - Ultimate 40 

Tomorrow, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Renowned Gypsy Jazz and 
Blues Guitarist Remi Harris 

Tomorrow, 

West Malvern Social Club, 
Malvern, WR14 4AY. 

Call 01684 572475 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Kent DuChaine 

Tue, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Bryan Corbett Quartet 

Wed, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Ian Parker & his band 

Thu, £12.50-£15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

ROCK 
& METAL 

Bon Giovi - The International 
Tribute to Bon Jovi 

Tonight, £12-£13 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Paul Carrack 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

T.Rextasy 

Tonight, 

Regent Theatre, 

Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1AR 
Call 0844 871 7649 

The Machine Rages On 

Tonight, £6 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


Dreams Of Fleetwood Mac 

Tonight, £8 
The River Rooms, 

Stourbridge, 

DY81JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Spring King + 

The Big Moon + Get Inuit 

Tonight, £10 
The Sugarmill, 

Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

The Counterfeit Stones 

Tomorrow, £13 - £15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Bon Jovi Experience 

Tomorrow, 

Oakengates Theatre, 

Telford, TF2 6ER 
Call 01952 382382 

Kings Of Leon 

Mon, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Roadhouse Presents: Metal 
Showcase 

Thu, £4 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

FOLK & 

COUNTRY 

CASH (A tribute to the Man 
in Black with Full Band) 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

One Night In Nashville 

Tomorrow, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Traditional Irish Music 

Mon, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Pete Kent 

Wed, £7 - £9 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Folk & Roots Club 

Thu, Free 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

POP 

Let’s Hang On (celebrating 
Frankie Valli) 

Tomorrow, £20 - £22 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 


Sunday Classics 

Sun, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Black Magic - 
The Little Mix Show 

Mon, 

Brierley Hill Civic Hall, DY5 3DH. 
Call 01384 812730 

CLASSICAL 

Orchestra of the 
Swan: Magical Mozart 

Tonight, £15.50 

Number 8 Community Arts 

Centre, Pershore, WR10 1BG. 

Call 01386 555028 

Orchestra of The Swan: 

Guy Johnston plays Haydn 

Thu, £20.16-£30.24 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

COMEDY 

Josie Long: Something Better 

Tonight, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 359 9444 

Standup comedy - Sally-Anne 
Hayward, James Cook, Johnny 
Candon 

Tonight - tomorrow, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir¬ 
mingham, B1 2HG. 

Call 08700 111 960 

Barnstormers Comedy February 
2017 

Tomorrow, £14 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1 PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Roy Chubby Brown 

Tomorrow, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Standup comedy - Thanyia 
Moore, James Cook, Johnny 
Candon, Jeff Innocent 

Tomorrow - Sun, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir¬ 
mingham, B1 2HG. 

Call 08700 111 960 

Justin Moorhouse 

Sun, £15 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

THEATRE 

Thoroughly Modern Millie 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Anita And Me 

Tonight - tomorrow, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 429212 


Birmingham Royal Ballet - First 
Steps, a child’s first Cinderella 

Tonight, £10 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Romeo and Juliet 

Tonight - Thu, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

Cinderella 

Tonight - Thu, £16 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Don’t Go Into The Cellar! 
Presents Penny Dreadful! 

Or, Mrs Lovett’s Revenge! 

Tomorrow, Thu, 

Newman Brothers at the Coffin 
Works, Birmingham, B3 1JR 
Call 0121 2334790 

A Judgement in Stone 

Mon - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Bedtime Stories 

Tue - Thu, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Thriller Live 

Tue - Thu, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 429212 

Some Guys Have All the Luck - 
The Rod Stewart Story 

Thu, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR Call 0844 871 7649 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

The Edgbaston Stadium 
Antiques, Collectors 
& Vintage Fair 

Sun, £2 - £3 

Edgbaston Stadium, Birmingham, 
B5 7QU. Call 0844 635 1902 

Cirque Berserk! 

Mon - Thu, 

Birmingham REP Theatre, 

Library of Birmingham, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

MAC Explorers: Dance 

Wed, 

MAC Theatre, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Identification Day with 
Henry Sandon MBE 

Tomorrow, £3 

Museum of Royal Worcester, 

WR1 2ND. 

See www.museumofroyal 
worcester.org 


Anatomy Lab 
LIVE | BIRMINGHAM 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Cuttle Bridge Hotel, 

Minworth, 

Birmingham, 

B76 9DR 

Call 01675 639063 

Living History at 
The Commandery 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

The Commandery, 

Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2HU. 
Call 01905 361821 

Short Introductory Talk: 

Help and Healing on 
the Spiritual Path 

Tomorrow, 

The Polish Millenium Centre, 
Birmingham, B5 5PH. 

Call 0121 643 3577 

Understanding Material Loss 

Tomorrow, 

The University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TT. 

Call 0121 414 4117 

Ceramic Crafts 

Tomorrow - Thu, £3 - £4 

The Ironbridge Gorge Museums, 

Coalbrookdale, TF8 7DQ. 

Call 01952 433 424 

Photographic Prize 2017 

Today - Thu, 

RBSA Gallery, 

Birmingham, B3 ISA. 

Call 0121 236 4353 

Draw Something KS3 

Mon, 

MAC Theatre, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Love Worcester! Love Nature! 

Mon, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. 

Call 01905 25371 

Messy Museum 

Mon, 

Wrexham Museums, LL14 4HT. 
Call 01978 292000 

Fantastic Beasts 

Mon - Thu, 

Shropshire Hills Discovery Cen¬ 
tre, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS. 

Call 01588 676060 

Uncovering Mysteries 

Tue, 

The Commandery, 

Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2HU. 
Call 01905 361821 

Explore Learning Workshop 

Tue, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 
Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

So You Think You 
Know About Dinosaurs 

Tue, 

Malvern Theatres, 

WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Focus on human skills 
and thrills at the circus 



The Lucius motorcycle stunt rider team hurtle around the Globe of Terror at 60mph in the Cirque Berserk show coming to Birmingham Rep 


ROLL up, roll up for the greatest 
show in Brum as Cirque Berserk, a 
circus show designed for theatres 
rather than a big top, comes to Bir¬ 
mingham Rep. 

The thrilling stunt action and circus skills ex¬ 
travaganza, which also boasts a fire breathing 
giant robot, returns to the Centenary Square 
venue by popular demand. 


This circus follows a no-animals policy with 
the emphasis on the incredible abilities of the 
human performers. 

These include the Globe of Terror - if you 
thought the Wall of Death was a scary motorcy¬ 
cle stunt, wait until you see four bikers speeding 
around the inside of a steel cage at over 60mph. 

The troupe of more than 30 performers in¬ 
cludes acrobats, jugglers and aerial acts. Among 
the star turns are Czech knife thrower Toni, 
who also hurls axes; Mongolian contortionist 


Odka, who can accurately fire an arrow from 
a bow using her feet; the Timbuktu Tumblers 
with their human pyramids; and master of slap¬ 
stick Tweedy the clown. 

Cirque Berserk are at Birmingham Rep from 
Monday to Sunday (February 20-26), including 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday matinees. 

For tickets cost from £15 to £30 (concessions 
and group discounts available), see www.bir- 
mingham-rep.co.uk or call 0121 236 4455. 



Family first 
for rock Kings 

THEY were once the hardest-partying band on the road. Kings of Leon 
boozed their way through the noughties, carousing around the world 
as their six studio albums racked up millions of sales, propelled them 
to number one around the globe and earned them 68 platinum discs. 

Kings of Leon comprise brothers Caleb Followill, on vocals, alongside 
drummer Nathan and bassist Jared with cousin Matthew on lead guitar. 
They formed in 1999 in Nashville fusing southern rock and blues, and 
developed their sound on their way to becoming a stadium band. 

By 2011 Kings of Leon were playing to 50,000 festival fans after their 
hit, Sex on Fire, had taken them to the top of the bill. Band members 
weren’t talking to each other, they were travelling in separate cars. 

Nathan says the band had to take a break. “We got to take a little 
time away and be with our families and get to be husbands and daddies 
for a while, and not musicians. Now three of us have kids, and we’re all 
married, so the priorities change as your family grows. 

Lyrics 

“This record was a little different because we did have so much time 
off. We all went into the studio having not been together for a while, 
musically, and it was cool to see where our heads were musically. Caleb 
does a majority of the lyrics but this record was the first one in a while 
where we were all very involved lyrically and was kind of a team effort. ” 

All four Followills are married and all but Jared are parents. “Our 
kids all go to the same school,” says Matthew. Nathan adds: “You can 
tell us apart from the other parents - we’re the ones smoking weed 
underneath the bleachers.” 

Kings of Leon play the Genting Arena at the NEC on Monday. 


One and only Chesney with 
Chip in Robin 2 line-up 

TWO talented Black Country musicians 
will be performing at Bilston venue the 
Robin 2 next week. 

On Wednesday Wolverhampton’s Pete 
Kent brings his unique percussive fin- 
gerstyle of acoustic guitar playing, which 
has seen him win plaudits from top musi¬ 
cians. Support comes from Tom Rushton 
and Dom Robson Tull at this all-seated 
show. Tickets are £9 on the door, cheaper 
in advance. On Thursday (February 23) 
Strat-wielding local bluesman Ian Parker 
and his Band are at the Mount Pleasant 
venue. Tickets £12.50 advance or £15 door. 

Other highlights include The Counter¬ 
feit Stones this Saturday and a father-and- 
son gig on Sunday by ‘The One and Only’ 
Chesney Hawkes and father Chip, formerly 
of The Tremeloes, at this seated show. See 
therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 


Everthing is Awesome 
as indie pop twins visit 

CANADIAN pop twins Tegan and Sara, 
of The Lego Movie hit Everything Is Awe¬ 
some, are at Birmingham 02 Institute on 
Saturday. The same venue hosts Liverpud¬ 
lian boyband MiC LOWRY on Sunday, US 
indie rock outfit Band of Horses on Mon¬ 
day and Norfolk rockers Deaf Havana with 
Dinosaur Pile Up on Tuesday. 

Punk bands Sad Sally, Clobber and Rich 
Gulag play the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath on Sunday, and the pub venue hosts 
the hard to pronounce duo Tonstartss- 
bandh on Tuesday and US dream pop band 
Wild Nothing on Wednesday. Shush and 
The Harringtons share a five band bill at 
Brum’s Sunflower Lounge on Saturday. 
Greek metal outfit Firewind play Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Slade Rooms on Saturday. Su¬ 
perstar rapper Drake is at the Barclaycard 
Arena on Wednesday and Thursday. 


Dance, mystery and a 
serious drama on stage 

A WIDE variety of theatre is on offer, 
from ballet and a pop musical, to circus 
(see above), a whodunnit and drama. 

Michael Jackson tribute musical 
Thriller is at Wolverhampton Grand The¬ 
atre Tuesday to Saturday. Birmingham 
Royal Ballet return to the Hippodrome to 
perform family favourite Cinderella until 
February 25. Whilst the main house at 
Birmingham Rep hosts Cirque Berserk, a 
powerful new play is at its studio theatre 
The Door. All The Little Lights (Febru¬ 
ary 22-25) tells of the friendship of three 
teenage girls, preyed on by abusers. 

The Agatha Christie Theatre Com¬ 
pany, with a cast including Sophie Ward, 
Mark Wynter and Shirley Ann Field, 
stage Ruth Rendell’s A Judgement In 
Stone at Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to Saturday. 



With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


Oily Murs 

Live in Liverpool 


E9 

| Thu 16 March £1391 



• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 
& breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• Included visits to Trafford 
Centre and Liverpool 

• Inclusive admission to watch Oily Murs live in 
concert at Liverpool Echo Arena. 


2 DAY SPORT BREAKS 

Sat 15 Apr Liverpool & Haydock Races - Easter Special £99 

Sat 13 May Liverpool & Haydock Races. £99 

Sat 13 May Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi £99 

Sat 20 May Non-League Finals Day - Wembley Stadium ib&bi . £99 

Sat 20 May FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley ib&bi... £99 
Sat 20 May British Touring Car Championship-Oulton Park £119 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Sat 4 Mar Sunny Afternoon & Historic York. 

Sat 11 Mar Beautiful - The Carole King Musical - London Showtime 

Sat 11 Mar The Lion King - London Showtime ibj 
Fri 17 Mar The Magic of Motown & Liverpool..., 

Sat 18 Mar The Full Monty & Historic York. 

Mon 20 Mar Llandudno Grand & Anton and Erin, 

Sat 25 Mar Justin's Party & Blackpool Fun Time., 

Sat 1 Apr Bay City Rollers - Les McKeown - Live 
Wed 5 Apr The Who - Live in Manchester. |§ 

Sat 8 Apr 


.£159 

London & Star Wars Identities at the 02. £99 

Wed 12 Apr Babe Live! & Blackpool Funtime. 

Sat 15 Apr Thriller Live & Historic York. 

Sat 15 Apr Les Miserables - London Showtime ib&bi .£149 

Sat 15 Apr Aladdin - London Showtime ib&bi .£149 


...£119 
il. £139 
...£149 
... £99 
£99 
...£209 
... £99 
£99 


£89 

...£99 


Sports Breaks 


Sat 27 May 
Sat 27 May 
SatlJul 
Sat 5 Aug 
Sat 5 Aug 
Sat 12 Aug 
Sat 26 Aug 
Sat 2 Sep 


Liverpool & Chester Races.... 

Truckfest Spectacular & Oxford. 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

England v South Africa - Old Trafford... 

Liverpool & Haydock Races. 

Ebor Stakes - York Races... 

Burghley Horse Trials. 



• Coach travel with 
reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• A visit to Liverpool 

• Included admission to the Betway Premier League 
Darts at the Liverpool Echo Arena. 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe yL 


Ostend 

All Inclusive 


Mon 6 March 

£239 

Mon 27 March 

£249 

Mon 20 March 

£249 




• Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• Four nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the New 
Astoria Hotel 

• Use of the indoor swimming pool at the Royal 
Astor Hotel 

• Evening entertainment 

• 3 nights free bar between 8:30-Midnight 
‘(Selected Drinks Only) 

• Inclusive excursion to medieval Bruges. 


4/5/7 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 27 Feb 5 Rhine & Moselle All Inclusive.£199 

Mon 27 Feb 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal.I..£169 

Sun 5 Mar 7 Lake Garda & Venice All-Inclusive..£339 

Sun 5 Mar 7 Rome and Taste of Italy B e«,ngme*.£319 

Mon 6 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakoway.£139 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Three Countries Inclusive Special..£199 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle All Inclusive.£219 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Ostend Superdeal.£209 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal.£189 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend.£189 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal..£149 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Paris Weekend Superdeal ib&bi ...£149 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi .£279 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle ib&bi .. £359 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale - The Village Tour.£99 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale - The Village Tour...£99 

Sat 17 Jun Emmerdale - The Village Tour.£119 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special £119 
Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show.... £99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!...£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stilch 8< Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow 8c Historic Bath.£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show m .£169 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show & Liverpool.£79 

Sat 24 Jun Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

21 



for all the family! 


Islands at Chestei 

& Llangollen Cruise 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Spectacular ib&bi.... 


Sat 1 April 

£99 

Sat 29 July 

£99 

Sat 29 April 

£99 

Sat 19 August 

£99 

Sat 10 June 

£99 




• Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• Inclusive admission to Chester Zoo 

• Visit to Llangollen with a horsedrawn canal 
boat cruise plus scenic drive over the 
Horseshoe Pass. 


..£99 

Sat 25 Mar London & Harry Potter Studio Tour^,_.£119 

Thu 6 Apr London 8< Harry Potter Studio Tour £119 

Thu 13 Apr London 8< Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Polar Bears, Penguins 8( Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular ib&bi ..£119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.£89 

Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 20 May London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 
Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime .... £89 

Sat 10 Jun London & Harry Potter Studio Tour..£119 



MANY MORE R 

breaks available... 

NATIONAL 

HOLIDAYS 
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“thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 18 


CHOICE 



Gary Barlow 


Let It Shine 
(BBC1, 6.55pm) 

The semi-final of the star¬ 
making talent hunt arrives, 
and only four bands remain in 
the competition. This time, 
the would-be pop icons are 
tested on their dance skills, but 
before the contest gets under 
way, they first join Take That on 
stage for an opening 
performance taking the 
form of a medley of the 
veteran boy-band's greatest 
hits. Once the competition 
opens, judges Gary Barlow, 
Dannii Minogue, Martin Kemp 
and a special mystery guest get 
down to the business of 
appraising the boys' 
performances as usual. At the 
end of the show, Graham 
Norton and Mel Giedroyc open 
the voting lines, giving viewers 
at home a chance to champion 
their favourite act. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Little Paris Kitchen: 
Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News. 1.15 
Live Athletics: Birmingham Indoor Grand 
Prix. Coverage from the Barclaycard 
Arena in Birmingham. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 BBC News. 5.20 Regional 
Programme. 5.25 Who Dares Wins. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. A “law and 
order” special, with Helen Fraser, 
Victoria Alcock, Roberta Taylor, 
Chris Ellison, Arthur Bostrom, 
Mina Anwar, Dominic Littlewood 
and Matt Allwright. (R) 

6.55 Let It Shine. The semi-final 
arrives, and the four remaining 
boy-bands display their dance 
skills, before Graham Norton and 
Mel Giedroyc give viewers a 
chance to champion their favourite 
act. 

7.55 Casualty, lain is unexpectedly 
reunited with his sister when he is 
called out to an emergency 
involving his mother, but his 
efforts to make amends for his 
past have unforeseen 
repercussions. The hospital is 
inundated with binge drinkers, 
including a hen party that has 
ended with the bride getting shot 
with a bow and arrow. Dylan 
struggles to cope, but the 
experience gives him an idea. 
Grace returns to work, but seems 
to have lost her ability to talk. 

8.45 Let It Shine-The Results. The 
top two bands from the viewer 
vote progress to the final as the 
results arrive, leaving the bottom 
two to fight for the third spot - but 
the judges have a twist in store. 

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney loses 
everything, and as the Crown and 
the East India Company conspire 
against him, a betrayal places even 
his freedom in jeopardy. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Action 
from the fifth round of matches, 
including Huddersfield Town v 
Manchester City and 
Middlesbrough v Oxford United. 
11.40This Country. Daisy May and 
Charlie Cooper’s mockumentary 
continues, as Kerry’s neighbour 
Mandy Harris opens a tattoo 
business. 

12.05 Film: Having You. (2013) 1.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: Stage Door. (1937) 7.55 
Film: Lucky Jim. (1957) 9.30 Coast. 
10.00 Britain’s Secret Seas. (R) 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 A 
Cook Abroad: John Torode’s Argentina. 
(R) 1.00 Talking Pictures: John Hurt. 

1.30 Film: An Ideal Husband. (1999) 
Oscar Wilde comedy drama, starring 
Cate Blanchett. 3.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.45 Mastermind. (R) 4.15 
University Challenge. (R) 4.45 Only 
Connect. (R) 5.15 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events. (R) 

6.00 Flog It! David Barby and Catherine 
Southon view antiques at 
Buckland Abbey in Devon, 
including a French revolver and a 
bisque baby doll. Paul Martin also 
studies an ancient maths book, 
and is taken for a ride at the 
Dingles Fairground Heritage 
Centre. (R) 

7.00 The Lake District: A Wild Year. 

Cutting-edge camera techniques 
offering a new and unique 
perspective on a turbulent year in 
the life of England’s largest 
national park. Narrated by Bernard 
Cribbins. (R) 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 

Islands. New series. Paul Murton 
returns to explore more of the 
remote and fascinating places that 
lie off the mainland, beginning by 
visiting Berneray, Grimsay, 
Kirkibost and Pabbay. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon defends 
headquarters in an exercise 
against members of the Highland 
Regiment. Classic episode from 
1969, starring Arthur Lowe and 
John Le Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Film: Testament of Youth. (2014) 
Premiere. When her fiance and 
brother are sent to the front line 
during the early days of the First 
World War, a young woman gives 
up her studies at Oxford University 
to follow them. She becomes a 
nurse, and the horrors she 
witnesses during the conflict 
change her outlook on life forever. 
Period drama based on the 
memoirs of writer Vera Brittain, 
starring Alicia Vikander, Kit 
Harington and Taron Egerton. 
11.05 Film: Safe Haven. (2013) A 

woman trying to make a fresh start 
in a coastal town realises she must 
confront the dark past she is 
running from. Romantic drama, 
with Julianne Hough. 

12.55 Film: The White Ribbon. (2009) 

3.10 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.30 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (Ft) 
6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (Ft) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Alphabetical. (R) 10.30 Guess This 
House. (R) 11.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 
12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 River 
Monsters. (R) 1.05 Tipping Point. (R) 
2.05 The Chase. (R) 3.10 Dance Dance 
Dance. (R) 4.40 Regional Programme; 
Weather.4.55 ITV News; Weather. 5.10 
Film: Despicable Me. (2010) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Steve Carell. 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. The final round 

of the obstacle-course challenge 
arrives, as Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara invite 
the most successful participants 
from throughout this series to 
return to the course and put their 
strength, speed and agility to the 
test once again. Last in the series. 
8.00 The Voice UK. The spinning-chair 
singing contest reaches a crucial 
stage, as Emma Willis introduces 
the seventh and final Blind 
Audition. As always, another 
selection of would-be stars are 
ushered onto the stage to perform, 
unseen by judges Jennifer 
Hudson, Gavin Rossdale, William 
and Tom Jones, who must signal 
their approval by turning their 
chairs. Next week, the judges’ 
teams are forced to face off in the 
Battle phase. 

9.20 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon hosts a revival of the 
classic game show originally 
presented by David Frost. Celebrity 
panellists David Haye, Sarnia 
Longchambon and Dave Berry are 
given a guided tour to three 
mystery homes, and are 
challenged to guess the identities 
of the famous occupants. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Knocked Up. (2007) An 
ambitious journalist unexpectedly 
becomes pregnant after a one- 
night stand with a directionless 
layabout. Romantic comedy, 
starring Seth Rogen. 

12.50 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 1.30 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.35 Grand 
Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke returns to Brixham in 
Devon, where he previously met 
Neil Worrell and Jackie Robinson, 
who moved in to an old 
fisherman’s church 18 months 
ago. Now, the pair are busy 
running their adopted town’s 
tourist attraction - a replica of Sir 
Frances Drake’s ship the Golden 
Hind. He also visits Dartmoor, 
where he is stunned to find 
ambitious renovator Neil has just 
bought 200 square metres of 
mysterious underground 
corridors. 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales take a 
two-stage trip across Scotland, 
travelling along the Caledonian 
Canal before venturing on a 60- 
mile journey into the Highlands. 
(R) 

9.00 Film: Taken 2. (2012) Former CIA 
agent Bryan Mills and his ex-wife 
Lenore are taken hostage in 
Istanbul by an Albanian gangster, 
whose son Bryan killed while 
bringing down a kidnapping ring. 
He is able to escape with the aid of 
his daughter, and together they 
fight to rescue Lenore and wipe 
out the criminal family. Action 
thriller sequel, starring Liam 
Neeson, Maggie Grace and Famke 
Janssen. 

10.50 Film: The Bourne Legacy. (2012) 
A government assassin goes on 
the run when his employers try to 
bury their dark secrets by having 
him killed. Spy thriller sequel, with 
Jeremy Renner and Rachel Weisz. 

1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.15 Hollyoaks. 4.15 Kirstie’s Fill 
Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.35 Benefits: 26 Kids 
and Claiming. (R) 1.35 Benefits: The 
Millionaire Shoplifter. (R) 2.35 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.35 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.30 5 News Weekend. 4.35 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

5.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.30 FIA Formula E Live: Buenos 
Aires. The Buenos Aires ePrix. 
Coverage of the third round of the 
campaign from Puerto Madero 
Street Circuit in Argentina. This is 
the only circuit to have featured in 
all three seasons of this motor 
racing championship, and has 
proven to be a successful venue 
for Great Britain’s Sam Bird, who 
recorded the fastest lap here in 
2015, and then went on to win the 
race in 2016. 

8.10 Secrets of the Great Train 
Robbery. Crime documentary, 
detailing the many mistakes, bad 
decisions and careless errors 
made by the gang responsible for 
the Royal Mail train robbery of 
August 8,1963. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including 
Birmingham City v Queens Park 
Rangers at St Andrew’s, Barnsley v 
Brighton & Hove Albion at 
Oakwell, and Wigan Athletic v 
Preston North End at DW Stadium. 
10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. All the 
goals from the weekend’s games 
in Leagues One and Two, including 
Sheffield United v Scunthorpe 
United and Hartlepool United v 
Plymouth Argyle. 

10.30NCIS. An investigation into the 
death of a retired US Navy 
lieutenant commander forces 
Ducky to reveal he has been 
helping to solve crimes in his 
spare time. 

11.25 NCIS: Los Angeles. Deeks places 
his job in danger when he shoots 
and kills an unarmed man, 
prompting unexpected emotions 
for Kensi as she contemplates 
losing her partner. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Magic Makes 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.00 On 
Benefits: To Heat or to Eat? That’s the 
Question. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 

5.15 Nick’s Quest. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Indian Hill Railways 8.00 Ford’s 
Dagenham Dream 9.00 Treasures of 
Ancient Egypt 10.00 Easter Island: 
Mysteries of a Lost World 11.30 Top of 
the Pops: 1983 12.05 Rock ’n’ Roll 
America 3.05 Sounds of the 70s 2: Soul 
- Keep on Keeping on 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 Take Me 
Out 1.35 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.10 
Film: Honey (2003) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 
Film: Honey (2003)4.05 Film: St 
Trinian’s (2007) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: 
St Trinian’s (2007) 6.05 Film: After Earth 
(2013) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: After 
Earth (2013) 8.00 Scorpion 9.00 Film: 
Hot Fuzz (2007) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Hot Fuzz (2007) 11 .25 Family Guy 

12.50 American Dad! 1.50 Release the 
Hounds: Famous & Freaked 2.35 Planet’s 
Funniest Animals 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.05 Film: Columbo: Butterfly in 
Shades of Grey (1993) 1.05 Film: Carry 
On Matron (1972) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10 
Film: Carry On Matron (1972) 2.55 Film: 
Carry On Follow That Camel (1967) 3.55 
FYI Daily 4.00 Film: Carry On Follow That 
Camel (1967) 4.55 Wycliffe 6.00 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Law & Order: 
UK 12.00 Wycliffe 1.05 Marchlands 2.00 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Counting Cars 12.00 Pawn Stars 

I. 30 ITV Racing Live. 4.00 Film: Rio 
Bravo (1959) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: 
Rio Bravo (1959) 6.55 River Monsters 
9.05 Film: The Specialist (1994) 10.10 
FYI Daily 10.15 Film: The Specialist 

(1994) 11.20 Film: Exit Wounds (2001) 

12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 Film: Exit Wounds 
(2001) 1.30 Hell on Wheels 2.25 Hogan’s 
Heroes 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.00 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Knight and Day (2010) 10.10 
Gogglebox 2016 11.50 Gogglebox: 
Celebrity Special For Stand Up To Cancer 

I. 00 Celebs Go Dating 3.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.45 Rude(ish) Tube 
4.25 Baby Daddy 5.10 Revenge 
Film4 

II. 00 ParaNorman (2012) 1.00 Judy 
Moody and the Not Bummer Summer 
(2011)2.45 Scrooged (1988) 4.50 
Moonrise Kingdom (2012) 6.40 Tootsie 
(1982) 9.00 St Vincent (2014) 11.05 
Zombieland (2009) 12.50 Stripes (1981) 

3.20 Close 



Sport 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS I 


TIL LATE 


JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

lOp back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 
Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 


THUR 16/02/17 


MON 20/02/17 


STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 17/02/17 
FAYE HORNE - X FACTOR 
SAT 18/02/17 
BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 
SUN 19/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 


TUE 21/02/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 22/02/17 
YANA! 

THUR 23/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


m 




SUNDAY 

CARVERY 

£ 4.95 


DAILY CARVERY 


We also serve 

GREAT a 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3.45 
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SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 19” 


CHOICE 



Sam Riley 


SS-GB 

(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. Drama set in an 
alternate history of the Second 
World War where Germany won 
the Battle of Britain and has 
gone on to occupy the UK. In 
1941, two Scotland Yard 
detectives investigate the 
murder of a nuclear scientist, 
under constant surveillance 
from their SS superiors. The 
arrival of an American journalist 
leaves one of the policemen 
convinced something more 
danger is at work - while a 
contact in a resistance 
movement reveals a threat to 
his own son. Sam Riley, Kate 
Bosworth, Rainer Bock, Aneurin 
Barnard, Christina Cole, Maeve 
Dermody, Lars Eidingerand 
James Cosmo. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.50 MOTD: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.15 Film: Shrek Forever 
After. (2010) Animated comedy, with the 
voice of Mike Myers. 1.40 Match of the 
Day Live: The FA Cup. Fulham v 
Tottenham Hotspur (Kick-off 2.00pm). 
4.05 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.50 
Lifeline. 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles take the contestants on a 
trip to Hastings, where they must 
put their landscape painting skills 
to the test by working in the open 
air - and the weather turns out to 
be against them. The first 
challenge sees them capturing the 
town’s newly refurbished pier on 
canvas, before they are turned in 
the opposite direction to paint the 
view of the shoreline from the pier. 
A panel made of local residents 
choose their favourite painting, 
before the judges announce who 
will be leaving the show. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison helps 
with the annual clean-up at 
Cheddar Gorge, abseiling down 
the cliffs to check for dangerous 
loose rocks and helping volunteers 
to clear back the undergrowth. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Trixie tries her 
hand at dentistry, while the nurses 
discover what has happened to 
Sister Mary Cynthia, a revelation 
that has distressing 
consequences. 

9.00 SS-GB. New series. Drama set in 
an alternate history of the Second 
World War where Britain is under 
German occupation. Two Scotland 
Yard detectives investigate the 
murder of a scientist. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Action 
from the fifth round of matches, 
featuring Blackburn Rovers v 
Manchester United, and Fulham v 
Tottenham Hotspur. 
II.IOAmerican High School. A 

revelation about the captain of the 
basketball team’s personal life 
threatens his future. 

11.55The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.30 
An Island Parish. (R) 8.00 Around the 
World in 80 Gardens. (R) 9.00 
Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s Dish of 
the Day. (R) 12.00 Nigellissima. (R) 

12.30 A Cook Abroad: Rick Stein’s 
Australia. (R) 1.30 Omar Sharif: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 2.00 Film: Funny Lady. 
(1975) Musical comedy sequel, starring 
Barbra Streisand. 4.15 Birds of Paradise: 
The Ultimate Quest. (R) 5.15 Ski Sunday. 
6.00 Film: Oz the Great and Powerful. 

(2013) An amoral circus illusionist 
is transported to a magical land, 
where he is mistaken for a 
powerful wizard prophesied to fall 
from the sky and save the realm 
from evil. His attempt to take 
advantage of the situation leads 
him into a dangerous quest 
involving three powerful witches. 
Fantasy adventure prequel to The 
Wizard of Oz, starring James 
Franco, Mila Kunis, Rachel Weisz 
and Michelle Williams. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Deborah Meaden, 
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman, 
Sarah Willingham and Nick 
Jenkins assess the profit-making 
potential of a self-igniting wood- 
burning stove, a new kind of 
dating app, a range of authentic 
ethnic snacks and a fitness 
company for children. Presented 
by Evan Davis. 

9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. Reggie Yates brings the 
contestants to South Korea to train 
under an officer from the country’s 
Underwater Demolition Team. The 
recruits face a series of gruelling 
challenges, including dragging 
truck tyres up hills, carrying boats 
on their heads and facing the 
unusual exercise known as the 
Thinking Man Position. 

10.00 Film: Being AP. (2015) Premiere. 
Documentary about jockey AP 
McCoy, following him as he 
weighs up his desire to score a 
record-breaking number of 
victories with the pressure to retire 
from horse racing. 

11.40Film: Defiance. (2008) Three 
Jewish brothers escape into the 
forests during the Nazi invasion of 
Poland and form a resistance 
movement. Second World War 
drama, starring Daniel Craig and 
Jamie Bell. 

1.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.45 
Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two. 
Preview of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.30 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories. (R) 
7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 7.35 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.20 Horrid Henry. 
(R) 8.45 Teen Titans Go! (R) 9.05 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 10.55 Gino’s 
Italian Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.25 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.45 Film: Carry On Jack. 
(1963) Comedy, with Bernard Cribbins. 
2.25 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 3.10 
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 4.15 The Voice UK. 
(R) 5.30 Tipping Point. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Take Me Out Celebrity Special. 
Paddy McGuinness presents a 
special edition of the dating show, 
with TOWIE’s James eArg’ Argent, 
presenter Melvin Odoom and 
Olympic gymnast Nile Wilson 
entering the “love lift” in the hope 
of impressing 30 single women 
returning from previous series and 
persuading them to keep their 
lights on as a sign of approval. 
8.00 Lion Country: Night and Day. 

With the rains due, it seems lion 
cubs Prince and Ziggy may finally 
have a chance of surviving this 
perilous season. Against all odds 
they seem to have finally been 
accepted into the pride and won 
the approval of the dominant 
males - but a jealous lioness 
intends to get rid of them. 

Rogue males invade the territory 
of the Hollywood pride, and the 
lionesses face a struggle to keep 
their newborn cubs safe. Narrated 
by David Morrissey. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. An 

abandoned baby is brought to the 
hospital, and Lydia is reunited with 
an expat artist, whose unusual 
lifestyle may be about to catch up 
with him. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the 15th round of fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.35 Film: Addams 
Family Values. (1993) Comedy sequel, 
starring Anjelica Huston and Raul Julia. 

4.30 Channel 4 News. 5.00 Film: The 
Karate Kid. (2010) An American boy 
living in China falls foul of bullies, until a 
kindly kung fu master teaches him the 
skills to defend himself. Martial arts 
drama, with Jaden Smith and Jackie 
Chan. 

7.30 The Jump. The remaining 
celebrity contestants compete in 
the skeleton event, which requires 
them to ride down a twisted track 
on a heavy metal sled with their 
faces millimetres from the ice. The 
losers in each race will then have 
to face the jump to decide who will 
be the next to leave the series. 
Presented by Davina McCall. 

9.00 Film: X-Men: Days of Future 
Past. (2014) Premiere. In a future 
ravaged by war, the superhero 
team makes a desperate last stand 
against a force of deadly robots. 
Their only hope is to send 
Wolverine back in time to the 
1970s, to join forces with an 
earlier version of the X-Men and 
change the events that started the 
conflict. Superhero adventure 
sequel, starring Hugh Jackman, 
Jennifer Lawrence, James McAvoy 
and Michael Fassbender. 

11.40 Film: Lawless. (2012) Three 
brothers running a Depression-era 
bootlegging operation come under 
threat from a corrupt sheriff. 

Crime drama, starring Shia 
LaBeouf, Tom Hardy and Jason 
Clarke. 

1.40 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are joined 
by celebrity guests for a comic review of 
the significant moments of the past 
seven days. (R) 2.35 Phil: Secret Agent 
Down Under. (R) 4.25 Kirstie’s Fill Your 
House for Free. Kirstie Allsopp helps 
transform a Worcester home that seems 
to be stuck in a 1980s time warp. (R) 

4.40 Four in a Bed. The contestants meet 
one last time to discover how much they 
have been paid by their fellow hoteliers, 
before discovering who has won the 
competition. (R) 5.10 Fifteen to One. 
Sandi Toksvig hosts the general 
knowledge quiz. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 

6.15 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.55 Rupert Bear. (R) 
7.05 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 7.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 7.35 Little Princess. (R) 

7.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.05 
Shimmer and Shine. 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 

9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.00 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football 
on 5:The Championship. (R) 11.30 
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 
Inside Windsor Castle. (R) 12.55 Secrets 
of the National Trust with Alan 
Titchmarsh. (R) 1.55 Film: Seabiscuit. 
(2003) 4.30 5 News. 4.35 Film: National 
Lampoon’s Vacation. (1983) 

6.25 Film: National Lampoon’s 
European Vacation. (1985) The 
disaster-prone Griswolds win a 
holiday touring Europe on a game 
show - and proceed to cause 
mayhem wherever they go. 
Comedy sequel, with Chevy Chase 
and Beverly D’Angelo. Edited for 
language and sexual content. 
Includes 5 News Update. 

8.10 That’s So 1985. A look at events in 
1985 using news, pop and TV 
archive clips to provide a reminder 
of the time, including the Live Aid 
concerts prompted by the famine 
in Ethiopia. (R) 

9.00 The Freddie Mercury Story: Who 
Wants to Live Forever? 

Documentary made to mark the 
25th anniversary of the Queen 
frontman’s death, which explores 
two of the most important years in 
his life, from the band’s iconic 
performance at the Live Aid 
concert in 1985 to his diagnosis 
with Aids in 1987. The programme 
examines his struggle to keep his 
private life out of the tabloids and 
to continue recording music in the 
face of his failing health. Featuring 
contributions from family and 
friends, including chauffeur and 
bodyguard Terry Giddings, who 
shares his account of the final 
years for the first time. (R) 

11.05 20 Moments that Rocked the 80s. 

Cherie Lunghi presents. (R) 

12.35 Lip Sync Battle. (R) 1.00 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Bargain-Loving Brits 
in the Sun. (R) 4.00 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Sound of Song 8.00 Life of a 
Mountain: A Year on Blencathra 9.00 Tom 
Waits: Tales from a Cracked Jukebox 
10.00 The Cult Next Doorll.OO Film: 
Phoenix (2014) 12.35 Nelson’s 
Caribbean Hell-Hole: An Eighteenth 
Century Navy Graveyard Uncovered 1.35 
Order and Disorder with Jim Al-Khalili 
2.35 Life of a Mountain: A Year on 
Blencathra 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

1.40 2Awesome: Fame High 1.55 
2Awesome: Third Wheel 2.25 
2Awesome: LA Story 2.45 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.10 Film: The Haunted 
Mansion (2003) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 
Film: The Haunted Mansion (2003) 4.55 
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.55 FYI Daily 
6.00 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 7.00 
Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 8.00 FYI Daily 
8.05 Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Ibiza Weekender 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.40 Film: Hidden Treasure (2001) 2.45 
Wycliffe 3.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Royal 
Variety Performance 2016 10.35 Birds of 
a Feather 11.10 Film: Steptoe and Son 
Ride Again (1973) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 
Film: Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973) 

1.15 Inspector Morse 3.05 May the Best 
House Win 4.50 On the Buses 

ITV4 

2.20 Film: The Cimarron Kid (1952) 3.25 
FYI Daily 3.30 Film: The Cimarron Kid 
(1952) 4.10 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 5.10 
FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 
7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union Highlights 
9.05 Film: Memphis Belle (1990) 10.05 
FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Memphis Belle 
(1990) 11.15 Film: The Road (2009) 

12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: The Road 
(2009) 1.25 Lawrence Dallaglio: Sports 
Life Stories 2.25 Hogan’s Heroes 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

1.50 The Big Bang Theory: Catch Up 7.15 
Film: Men in Black II (2002) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: 
The Adjustment Bureau (2011) 12.05 
Celebs Go Dating 3.05 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.50 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Destry (1954) 1.00 Endless Love 
(2014) 3.05 Carry On Teacher (1959) 

4.50 Never Been Kissed (1999) 6.55 
Tooth Fairy (2010) 9.00 Faster (2010) 
10.55 The Fourth Kind (2009) 


Ex-midwife 
Vicki’s smile 
is reborn 


MEETING Vicki Ball is all about her smiles 
— lots of them. She’s generous with her com¬ 
pliments, can’t wait for her next holiday ad¬ 
venture and has the most infectious of 
laughs 

Her company is light and she’s gushing with the 
praise about her new look. 

A retired community midwife who was based at 
the former Wordsley Hospital, the bubbly 60- 
something-year-old is quick to affirm: “I love my 
new teeth and they look natural, don’t they?” 

Adding: “You can’t tell they’re not my own,” 
Vicki admits her smile has not always been her 
favourite attribute. I’ve always had trouble with 
my teeth; even as a 
young girl they crum¬ 
bled and my gums used 
to bleed. Even though I 
was diligent about look¬ 
ing after them, they still 
let me down,” she adds. 

Two years ago, Vicki 
finally lost her remain¬ 
ing teeth. “For 18 
months I put up with ill- 
fitting and badly made 
dentures. My gums were 
Vicki Ball always sore and rd 

grown tired of living my life around my teeth. 
Vicki saw an article in her local newspaper about 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) and his 
work at the Denture Clinic and booked in. 

Vicki’s treatment included two implants to sta¬ 
bilise a lower over-denture and the prescribing of 
high quality traditional upper dentures. 

“From start to finish it took 14 weeks, but it was 
worth the wait. When I first saw my teeth in the 
mirror, I thought they looked just like real teeth 
and . . . they feel like my own teeth.” 





The suction solution 


JENNY (not her real name) 
was afraid to laugh in public 
and tried to mask the prob¬ 
lems with her false teeth by 
using copious amounts of fix¬ 
ative. 

“In the end it was ridiculous, 
I was fighting a losing battle,” 
she says. 

After seeing Steven 
Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng), 
she was prescribed the non- 
invasive Ultra Suction den¬ 
tures more than five years 
ago. 


Extolling their virtues, Jenny 
adds: “I am perfectly happy 
with the result and I now 
never have to think about my 
teeth.” 

How do they work? A small 
diaphragm seals off a one¬ 
way valve under bite pres¬ 
sure, creating a ‘sucking’ 
vacuum between the denture 
and gums. 

The result is a better fit to 
the soft tissues and improved 
resistance to any dislodging 
forces. 


Our dental implants 


• The best option for 
multiple failing teeth 


% Perfect solution for 
dentures that move 


Best replacement 
for lost native teeth 


%Few unsuitable for 
this kind of treatment 


FOR some it’s the final chance of a solution, desperate for help as too many failing 
teeth have eroded confidence and any quality of life. Others have come at their wits’ 
end with unstable dentures and still more as referrals from other practitioners. How 
ever they arrive at North Street Dental and Implant Clinic, central to many of their so¬ 
lutions is dental implant surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL). 


I T’S hard to imagine after losing natural 
teeth, things could ever be quite the same 
again. Even the loss of a single tooth is 
now recognised as a serious life event. 

And for most, with the loss of native teeth comes 
an emotional hurdle - now recognised as a mourn¬ 
ing process. In a recent edition of the British Dental 
Nurses’ Jounal it highlights the stages of bereave¬ 
ment. 

We all know that tooth loss can impact on our 
choices of food, but there are less visible issues that 
can arise surrounding compromised social interac¬ 
tion. Simply, losing teeth and having teeth that are 
failing can stop us living life spontaneously. 
Although recent figures suggest oral health is im¬ 
proving, millions of UK adults suffer with tooth 
loss. It can be embarrassing, painful and erode self¬ 


esteem. Practice Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT 
RCS(Eng) says: “We see almost on a weekly basis 
in our clinics that failing teeth - both natural and 
dentures - can have a hugely corrosive effect on 
lifestyles.” 

Excellent results 

Solutions without using dental implants have been 
around for a long time. Dentures and bridges still 
offer excellent options. 

Adds Steven: “If the patient is suitable, and few are 


not, dental implants whether for single or multiple 
teeth repacement, or to replace a complete arch of 
teeth, can offer long-term solutions with generally 
very predictable clinical outcomes.” 

For those with prosthetic stabilisation issues, im¬ 
plant-retained prescriptions offer excellent results. 

“Our implant retained dentures have a bite compa¬ 
rable to natural teeth, look stunning, appear as nat¬ 
ural teeth and deliver the patient a dental therapy 
where we can categorically guarantee an end to den¬ 
ture stabilisation issues,” adds Steven. 


All denture prescriptions at the clinic are hand¬ 
crafted on site in the laboratory using only premium 
quality materials and state-of-the art production 
methods. 

With more than 25 years’ experience placing im¬ 
plants, Owain was in the vanguard of UK implant 
therapy while working as a house officer in oral sur¬ 
gery at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. 

Adds Steven: “We’re incredibly fortunate to have 
someone of Owain’s professional stature working 
with us. 

“He’s innovative, accessible, everything you’d ex¬ 
pect of a dentist with such advanced surgical skills 
. . . and a genuinely nice guy to meet.” 

Complex surgical cases, general dentistry and not 
least, the patients who require full mouth restora¬ 
tions, fall under his clinical remit. 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


¥ 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 
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Call us today on 

0800 0285185 
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North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Lifetime of Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Returning home for her brother’s funeral, Sayre Hoyle 
attempts to unravel the truth about his death. While 
she is in the neighbourhood, she must also deal with 
her strained relationship with her corrupt businessman 
father and the romantic attentions of his lawyer. 
Mystery, starring Shenae Grimes-Beech, Sean Faris 
and John Schneider. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Carry On Henry, ITV, 11.40pm 

King Henry VIII plots to rid himself of his new French 
wife when her craving for garlic becomes too much to 
cope with. However, he cannot afford to anger the 
king of France, and tries to make it look as if his 
queen has had an affair. Comedy, starring Sid James, 
Joan Sims, Kenneth Williams, Terry Scott, Charles 
Hawtrey and Barbara Windsor. (1971) 



WEDNESDAY 

Seven Pounds, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A man haunted by a tragedy he caused seeks 
redemption. Assuming his tax inspector brother’s 
identity to gain access to people’s private records, he 
sets out to atone by helping seven seemingly 
unconnected strangers with their problems - only to 
fall in love with one of the people he assists. Drama, 
starring Will Smith, Rosario Dawson, Woody 
Harrelson and Barry Pepper. (2008) 

THURSDAY 

Deadly Paradise, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A millionaire treats her friends to an all- 
expenses-paid holiday in Hawaii. But when her money 
is stolen, she sets out for revenge. Thriller, starring 
Boti Bliss. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Man on a Ledge, Channel 4,12.55am 

An escaped convict climbs onto the outside of a 
skyscraper and threatens to jump. The police 
psychologist sent to talk him down begins to suspect 
there is an agenda behind this suspicious-seeming 
suicide bid, while the prisoner’s brother takes 
advantage of the ensuing chaos to carry out a plan of 
his own. Thriller, with Sam Worthington. (2012) 


The stars will be out 
to shine at the 02 


I t’s that time of year again when 
musicians have too much to drink; 
a record industry bigwig or politician 
makes either a dull speech or 
attempts to appear ‘down with the 
kids’, and the hosts try to keep the 
(heavily branded) gong show from 
over-running. 

Sadly Michael Buble had to drop out 
of MCing The Brit Awards 2017 due to 
family issues, so the ever amiable 
Dermot O’Leary and Emma Willis will 
be sharing hosting duties. 

‘The Brits is an iconic show that I’ve 
watched and attended many times,” 
explains Dermot. “It’s a holy grail for a 
broadcaster, and I’m really looking 
forward to working with Emma, who 
I’m a big fan of, and celebrating a 
brilliant year of British music.” 

Mrs Willis is equally thrilled to be 
taking part. 

“I had an awesome time presenting 
the nominations show this year and I 
am delighted to be asked back for the 
main event,” she enthuses. 

One woman who will be thrilled to 
pick up another gong is Ellie Goulding. 
In 2010, after winning the BBC’s 


‘Sound Of...’contest, she might have 
looked like just another startlet 
enjoying their 15 minutes of fame, but 
she proved to be one of the most 
formidable singer-songwriters of her 
generation. 

A string of hit albums, including 
Lights and Delirium, and singles like 
Love Me Like You Do, from the 50 
Shades of Grey movie, helped make 
her a global superstar, with 1.3 (US) 
billion hits for that video alone. It helps 
that You On My Mind, another track 
from that album, proved equally 
infectious. 

Little wonder a shampoo company 
jumped at the chance to sign her up, 
while girls around the world have 
been inspired to write their own songs 
based on Goulding’s success. 

There’s also little surprise she’s 
been nominated as British Female 
Solo Artist at this year’s back-slapping 
ceremony. She’s up against Anohni; 
Emeli Sande; Lianne La Havas, and 
Nao. 

After staging a Lazarus-style 
comeback, Craig David is up for 
British Male Solo Artist, along with the 


much missed David Bowie; Kano; 
Michael Kiwanuka, and Skepta. 

And in the Best British Group 
category, the 1975 takes on Bastille; 
Biffy Clyro; Little Mix, and Radiohead. 

One of the biggest singles of the 
past year was Rockabye, the Clean 
Bandit smash featuring Sean Paul 
and Anne-Marie. It spent nine 
consecutive weeks at number one, 
and landed the all-important 
Christmas top slot. That knocked Little 
Mix’s Shout Out to My Ex off the top 
slot, and both are in the running for 
British Single. 

With the passing of Leonard Cohen, 
there’s no shock to see him up for 
International Solo Artist, or Bowie’s 
final LP Blackstar up for British Album 
of the Year. 

Among those performing at 
London’s 02 are Robbie Williams, Ed 
Sheeran, Little Mix, the 1975 and Ms 
Sande. 

So, if your tickets got lost in the 
post, settle back and enjoy, content in 
the knowledge you won’t have a long 
queue for the loos during the ad 
breaks. 



Dermot O’Leary hosts, The Brit Awards 2017, Wednesday, ITV, 7.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Match of the Day Live: The FA Cup 
BBC1,7.30pm 

Sutton United v Arsenal (Kick-off 7.55pm). Coverage 
of the fifth-round fixture, which takes place at the 
Borough Sports Ground, as the non-league side 
look to cause a huge upset against the 12-time 
winners of the competition. Sutton have already 
defeated three Football League teams to reach this 
stage, with their scalp of Championship high-flyers 
Leeds United in round four causing the biggest stir. 
Arsene Wenger will be wary of taking tonight’s 
opponents lightly, and may go against his usual cup 
policy of blooding the young players, with the 
artificial turf at the Borough Sports Ground adding 
an extra layer of unpredictability to the contest. 

TUESDAY 
Inside No 9 
BBC2,10pm 

The opening episode of season three aired at 
Christmas, but here’s the real gift - another five 
nail-biting, scary and darkly amusing tales from 
Steve Pemberton and Reece Shearsmith. What’s 
more, a fourth series has already been 
commissioned, so there’s even more fun and 
games on their way. Here, Jason Watkins and Philip 
Glenister make guest appearances as two of a 



group of friends who, after a game of badminton, 
head to a restaurant for some tapas and a few 
drinks. It’s a lot of fun - until the question of paying 
the bill comes up, turning what had been a 
pleasant evening into a shocking event that will 
change the lives of those involved. As you might 
expect it’s a taut, perfectly timed 30 minutes - just 
keep in mind what happens the next time you head 
out for a meal with pals. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Royal House of Windsor 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Documentary telling the story of the 
great dynasty, which began in 1917 when King 
George V changed the royal family’s name 
from the unpopular German Saxe- 
Coburg and Gotha due to the anti- 
German sentiment in the British 
Empire that raged during the First 
World War. To mark the 100th 
anniversary of the moniker, this 
series uses the help of family 
insiders, fresh research and unique 
access to the royal archives at 
Windsor Castle to reveal the 
human frailties and secrets behind 
Britain’s most powerful clan. 


THURSDAY 

Mafia Women with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

The veteran broadcaster presents the second of 
two programmes lifting the lid on the riches, the 
pain and the sense of betrayal that life with a 

mobster can bring - and this time his 
journey brings him to a series of 
secret locations meeting mob 
wives who are all hiding from the 
Mafia with their partners. They 
include Donna Mangiavillano, her 
daughters Stefanie and Victoria and 
husband Salvatore, who once 
masterminded bank heists for the 
mob - only to betray his 
bosses to the FBI. Now 
the family live in fear 
that one day the Mafia 
will exact its revenge. 


Born Too White 
BBC2, 9pm 

An examination of 
the persecution and 
discrimination of 
people with 
albinism in 


Tanzania and Malawi, East Africa. Doctor Oscar 
Duke, who himself has albinism, embarks on a 
journey to discover what life is like for people who 
share his condition in these countries. He meets 
young people facing the brunt of discrimination, from 
a 15-year-old who was mutilated in an attack, to the 
280- children placed in a secure camp for people 
with albinism in Tanzania. Oscar also confronts 
some of those responsible for making these people’s 
lives a living hell - and comes face to face with an 
‘albino hunter’ imprisoned for murder. 

FRIDAY 

Schofield’s South African Adventure 
ITV, 8pm 

In this new three-part series, the This Morning host 
leaves his comfy sofa with Holly Willoughby behind 
for a personal trip of a lifetime to South Africa with 
his wife Stephanie. While swimming with dolphins is 
on many people’s bucket lists, Phillip opts for a 
more nerve-wracking experience by choosing to 
dive alongside great white sharks. To make sure 
he’s as safe as anyone can be when having such 
an experience, he travels to Gansbaai, where he is 
kitted out in undersea equipment, before entering a 
cage to catch a glimpse of one of the world’s most 
dangerous predators. It’s not all scary adventures 
though - the couple also visit the city of Cape Town. 


Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

FEBRUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

599.00 fined 

apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 



Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


i Free Design service 
1 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

i High security locks 
i Energy saving 
windows & doors 
i All built and installed 
by our own fitters 
i OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


FANTASTIC 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


SPECIAL BUFORD 
OFFER 

PVC 
DOOR 

from 

£385^ 

fitt€Hi mri'n: 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPYC.CO.UK 

midlandupvc@live.co.uk office hours Monday to Friday 9am to spm 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

: Now available in white 
10 painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJystairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


I C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


W 


1 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



© 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 | 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 

FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock »Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


lb 


WORLD OF 

MOBILITY 


We have a selection of New and Used Scooters 
Stairlifts fully installed, new riser recliners, new 
wheelchairs and a large selection of daily living aids 

We also do servicing and repairs! 


FREE PAIR OF SANDPIPER 
SLIPPERS WITH EVERY RISER 
RECLINER PURCHASED(.scsappiy) 


01384 378252 


C ■triWMi*!'.. 

» t*«*v*t« nr* 
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BRAIN GYM No.416 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Thought I’d half of 
each (4) 

8. Expelled from the 
army band? (7,3) 

9. Remove a 
summary (8) 

10. Get near about (4) 

12. Nobleman getting 
into New York, 
almost (6) 

14. Gives up the 
struggle with crops 
( 6 ) 

15. Coats for nosy 
people, we hear (6) 

17. Animals produce it, 
humans leave it (6) 

18. Be inclined to 
rely on others for 
support? (4) 

19. Two girls useful in 
the kitchen (8) 

21. Be too tired to keep 
up? (4,6) 

22. One of the wise 
men tucked into the 
turkey (4) 


Down 

2. Large drink taken 
with fruit on a social 
engagement (6,4) 

3. An entrance I’d turn 
in at (4) 

4. After a quick start 
it’s simple to be 
unsettled (6) 

5. In which to find a 
forger’s (6) 

6. He daren’t upset 



one who follows (8) 

Quick Clues: 


7. Public school of 

Across 

Down 

rising reputation (4) 

1. Lofty (4) 

2. Changeless (10) 

11. It’s diverting, though 

8. Improve (10) 

3. Healthy (4) 

irrelevant (3,7) 

9. Substance (8) 

4. Gadget (6) 

13. Don’t leave out! (8) 

10. Mimic (4) 

5. Assassin (6) 

16. The force of 

12. Inconstant (6) 

6. Eccentric (8) 

emphasis (6) 

14. Tidings (6) 

7. Refuse (4) 

17. 50 is 10? Pay 

15. Grovelling (6) 

11. Faultlessness (10) 

attention! (6) 

17. Preferably (6) 

13. Enthusiasm (8) 

18. Felt confused and 

18. Signify (4) 

16. Clannish (6) 

didn’t stay (4) 

19. Close (8) 

17. Keep (6) 

20. For centuries they 

21. Convincing (10) 

18. Be depressed (4) 

ignored America (4) 

22. Wait upon (4) 

20. Confront (4) 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

5 | 6 | 2 | 8 | 3 | 9 | 1 | TTT 

J7__2__5__6__8__9_ 

89761 4325 

6841 97532 

AJLJLJLJLJL 

75936241 8 

TT T ~T ~ ITIT T 

1 3 8 ~2~4^~6 9 5 7 

IT IT TT1T TITBIT 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Latch; 8 Amorous; 

9 Illicit; 10 Event; 12 Face to face; 15 Fratricide; 
18 Satan; 19 Archaic; 21 Barbers; 22 Theme. 
Down: 1 Plaintiffs; 2 Still; 3 Chic; 4 Rattle; 

5 Foreword; 6 Polecat; 11 Treble clef; 

13 Arranged; 14 Battery; 16 Chaise; 17 Caper; 
20 Cut a. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Notch; 8 Overrun; 9 Incense; 

10 Dread; 12 Abstemious; 15 Tantamount; 

18 Cling; 19 Traduce; 21 Enlarge; 22 Local. 
Down: 1 Antiseptic; 2 Stock; 3 Shun; 4 Potent; 

5 Herdsman; 6 Freedom; 11 Deservedly; 

13 Braggart; 14 Entitle; 16 Outset; 17 Hutch; 

20 Able. 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


Quiz 


1. 

2 . 


3. 

4. 


V 


What is a serval? 

What is the name of the traditional 
Muslim women’s headscarf? 

For which film did choirmistress Iris 
Stevenson provide the inspiration? 
In which city is Maracana football 
stadium? 

Which former deputy prime minister 
was nicknamed Tarzan? 


6. Which substance takes its name from 
the Italian for ‘baked earth’? 

7. Of what type of animal in the yapok the 
only aquatic variety? 

8. The USSR’s invasion of which country 
in 1940 was known as the Winter War? 

9. Which actor starred in The 39 Steps and 
Jesus of Nazareth? 

10. By what name do we know the tree 
Pyrus communis? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Erich Maria Remarque; 2 US, 

French and Australian Opens; 3 Martin 
Luther; 4 Testosterone; 5 Five; 6 Artificial 
intelligence; 7 Teeth; 8 Panorama; 9 French; 
10 Middlemarch. 

Niner: SPEARMINT 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


48963 gives a tree, 

675 gives a second tree, 
713248 gives a third tree. 
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Packages, Marble Suites, 
including Gas/Electric Fire 

£499 - £899 



Marble Fireplaces 
Solid Wood 
Surrounds Made 
To Measure 


• Valor Centre 
Flavell 

Portway Stoves 
Broseley Stoves 


Elgin & Hall Stockists 
1 Gas Stoves 
1 Electric Stoves 
1 Solid Fuel 


Please don’t forget us. We are open for business as usual. 

Parking is still available off road and also to the side of the shop 


OPENING TIMES: Mon - Fri 10.30am - 4.00pm, Sat 10.00am - 4.00pm Sun Closed 


I HIGH OAK, PENSNETT, DY5 4LA 01384 262622 


Many fireplaces / stoves on display 





GTL 


G«‘A i’ J *-v. i l 


* GTL * GTL *GTL 

QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS 
Britain, Ireland & Europe 



0800 
002 9788 



ok what's inch 

* GTL Coach with extra legroom 

* 1 night dinner, bed & breakfast 

* Admission to Highclere Castle 

* Visit to Cotswolds & Bampton 

Depart Price Single 

Sat 15 July £139.50 pp +£20 
Sat 19 August £139.50 pp +£20 


iokwnat S included 

* GTL Coach with extra legroom 
" Cornish Cream Tea on arrival 

* 4 nights Dinner, bed & breakfast 

* 3 lunches 

* Free drinks 6pm-9.00pm each evening 

* 2 full day excursions 

Depart Price Single 

Mon 27 February £309.50pp Nil 


look what's included 

* GTL Coach with extra legroom 

* 1 night dinner, bed & breakfast 

" Entrance to Emmerdale TheTour 

* Visit to Esholt & Woolpack Inn 

art Price Single 





Ad 

5/<J 

i/Ved 1st 

Mystery Day & Lunch 

£36 

£35 

Thu 30th 
&PRIL 

Welsh Highland Steam Railway 

£42.50 

£41 

Sat 1st 

Gloucester Docks 

£22 

£21 

Sun 2nd 

Chester or Cheshire Oaks 

£20 

£20 

Vlon 3rd 

Hay on Wye & Brobury Gardens 

£31 

£29.50 

Tue 4th 

Moreton in Marsh Market 

£23 

£22 

Wed 5th 

Cotswolds & Avebury Manor (NT) 

£35 

£34 

Thu 6th 

Coventry Transport Museum 

£17.50 

£17.50 

Sat 8th 

RHS Cardiff Flower Show 

£35 

£34 

Vlon 10th 

National Space Centre, Leicester 

£34 

£32.50 

Tue11th 

Downton Abbey 

£41 

£39.50 

Tue 18th 

Natural History Museum 

£27 

£26 

i/Ved 19th 

Scenic Cotswolds & Cream Tea 

£28 

£27 

Thu 20th 

Weston Super Mare 

£26 

£25 

Sat 22nd 

Bletchley Park 

£41 

£39.50 

Sun 23rd 

Chepstow & Steam Railway 

£40 

£39 

Vlon 24th 

Dunham Massey House (NT) 

£37 

£36 

Tue 25th 

Slimbridge Wetland Centre 

£35 

£34 



MARCH 2017 

11th-12th GOOD OLD DAYS VARIETY SHOW 
13th - 17th REGENCY SIDMOUTH 

18th - 19th TOWER OF LONDON & HAMPTON COURT PALACE 
20th - 24th BOURNEMOUTH, POOLE & WIMBOURNE MINSTER 
27th - 31 st HISTORIC YORK & YORKSHIRE DALES 
27th - 31st ELEGANT EASTBOURNE & SOUTH DOWNS 
31st - 2 Apr CHURCHILL'S CHARTWELL & BLENHEIM PALACE 
APRIL 2017 


FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS & WEEKENDS 


1st - 2nd 
7th - 9th 
8th - 9th 
10th - 14th 
11th - 12th 
14th - 17th 
15th - 16th 
21st-23rd 

22nd - 27th IRELAND - RAIL, SAIL AND SECRET GARDENS 
24th - 27th NORTHUMBRIAN COAST, BAMBURGH CASTLE 
30th - 1 May ONLY FOOLS & 3 COURSES - LOVELY JUBBLY 


SCENIC SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY 
NATIONAL STUD NEWMARKET - TOUR 
KEW GARDENS & KENSINGTON PALACE 
LLANDUDNO - Caernarfon & Snowdonia 
MUSIC OF BOND AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 
TALL SHIPS FESTIVAL 2017 AT GREENWICH 
IWM DUXFORD & BLETCHLEY PARK 
ANCIENT YORK, LINCOLN & CASTLE HOWARD 


£135.00 

£339.50 

£149.50 

£239.50 

£299.50 

£215.00 

£199.50 

£129.50 

£229.50 

£139.50 

£269.50 

£155.00 

£249.50 

£139.50 

£165.00 

£499.50 

£269.50 

£135.00 


Phone now for a copy of your free brochure 
or visit our website www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 


GROUP TRAVEL LIMITED 
AUDNAM 
STOURBRIDGE 
DY84AG 

TEL : 0800 002 9788 
ww.qrouptravel.ltd.uk 


LOCAL DEPARTURE 
POINTS ON ALL OUR 
HOLIDAYS , THEATRE 
BREAKS & DAY TOURS 
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eating out 



The lamb chops were delicious but the mash was tops 


Chicken goujons were served as the starter The Parkbrook Bar & Grill offers loads of space for a family celebration 



Cosy - you’ll get a warm welcome here 


Monster mash gives rest of meal 
the chop as food fails to hit spot 


THERE’S nothing wrong with 
pushing the boat out and paying 
more than you’d normally deem 
acceptable for good food every 
once in a while. 

But it is annoying is when you 
splash the cash on food that doesn’t 
quite hit the spot. Unfortunately, this 
is what happned on a midweek trip to 
The Parkbrook. 

In truth, this was by no means a terrible 
meal. There was nothing particularly wrong 
with what we ate, but it just seemed lacking 
somewhat, and didn’t leave us satisfied. 

In their defence, the owners told us that 
a year ago, they’d taken over what was an 
ailing venue and were trying to turn things 
around. So the potential is there; let’s hope 
things do improve. The pub, just off the 
M6 Junction 10 on the main stretch into 


Parkbrook, Walsall 

Walsall, is welcoming enough. The service 
is friendly too, with staff being welcoming 
upon arrival and finding you a spot to sit. 

As there were only two or three other cou¬ 
ples there, we were a little surprised when 
we were told there was a delay in the food. 
When our starters arrived, they seemed 
strangely at odds with the rest of the meal. 
Our main courses felt freshly made and un¬ 
like what you’d find elsewhere, but to pay 
almost £4 for three chicken goujons, served 
in barbecue dip and with a salad garnish, 
was slightly disappointing. 

My friend didn’t fare much better, opt¬ 
ing for the deep fried garlic mushrooms, 
with a garlic dip and salad garnish. We 
both agreed we could have done both our 
starters ourselves at home. Things got bet¬ 
ter though. The main courses felt more of a 


treat, mine in particular, the Barnsley lamb 
chop - a lOoz brace of two succulent lamb 
chops, served on a bed of mashed potato 
combined with spinach, a mint gravy and 
seasonal cabbage. Firstly, how grand was 
the mash? Soft and moreish, the stand-out 
item on the plate. 

Flavour 

It definitely made the meal for me, al¬ 
though the lamb was deliciously smothered 
in a mint gravy oozing flavour. 

My pal picked the vegetable biryani - a 
traditional Mughlai main course of rice 
loaded with chopped vegetables, spices and 
saffron and served with chips. 

He mostly enjoyed it. However, he found 
it a little dry and would have liked some¬ 
thing extra to make it a little less stodgy. 
The wait between courses meant there was 
plenty of time for us to digest our mains, 


making desserts a more attractive option. 
However, like the starters, they were dis¬ 
appointing. 

I plumped for the lemon meringue - a 
slice of cake, layered with cream and me¬ 
ringue bits on a soft base. It was delicious 
and suitably sweet, packing enough of a 
tart lemony punch to round off the three 
courses nicely. But the accompanying ice 
cream lacked flavour. 

My friend fpund his sticky toffee pudding 
too thick and rich and couldn’t quite finish 
it. It was too dry and the accompanying ice 
cream was flavourless. 

It was a strange end to an overall odd 
experience for us at The Parkbrook. For 
somewhere rated so highly on TripAdvisor, 
I expected a little better than the slow ser¬ 
vice and underwhelming food. It was not 
terrible, it just failed to hit the spot. 

Leigh Sanders 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


* Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


SORRENTO SUMMER SPECIAL 


Departing Friday 23 June 2017 



Take a dream break among the cliffs, lemon orchards, olive groves 
and turquoise waters of the Bay of Naples, with optional excursions to 

Capri, Pompeii, and Positano, Amalfi & Ravello 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

9 days, by AIR 

£ 919 » 



✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Naples* 

✓ 8 nights at the 3 star Hotel Florida, Sorrento with hot buffet breakfast 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 

Isle of Capri, Pompeii and Amalfi Drive (Positano, Amalfi and Ravello) 

The advertised price is correct as of 8 February 2017 and is based upon departure from Birmingham airport on 23 June 2017. 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/MDH182 


QUOTE CODE: MDH182 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/KXE527 


QUOTE CODE: KXE527 


8 days, by AIR 

4 STAR ST ANTON AUSTRIA SUMMER SAVER 

fiAA 

Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 

£099 pp 

Mountain pine air you could bottle and sell, glacier fresh beer, scented 
meadows, crystal lakes, waterfalls... that’s Austria in summertime, the 


► fv 

For more information A4AA4) AAOICC 
or to book, please call: UI?Ua 9V&I09 


perfect antidote to city hustle and beach bustle! 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from 
Birmingham airport to Friedrichshafen 
✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Sport Hotel, St Anton with breakfast 
✓ St Anton Summer Card with one day’s free 
use of cable cars 

✓ All airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel 
✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 

Optional excursions to pre-book 

Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and Lindau & Lake Constance 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. +We have included the current flight price 
within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ 

OmegaHols ®OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Suitcases & Holdalls 


Choose one case and get a second 
case any size or colour for free! 
These robust, light Nylon holdalls 
and cabin cases combine twin 
trolley wheels and a retractable 
telescopic handle. The holdalls are 
large enough for a two-week trip, 
the main compartment has a large 
U-shape zip opening plus two 
additional zipped pockets. The rigid 
base and protective 
bars provide stability and protect 
your belongings. 

Holdall measures W71 x D36 x 
H35cm with a 90-litre capacity and 
weighs 2.6kg. The cabin cases have 
two front zip compartments, a large 
zipped main compartment and four 
adjustable retaining straps. 

Cabin case measures H52 x W32 
x D25cm it has an 45-litre capacity 
and weighs 2.16kg. 

Check with your chosen airline for 
carry-on baggage size and weight 
restrictions before flying. 


Cabin Cases 

Two Wheel Holdall 

D7328 Black 

D7290 Black 

D9268 Charcoal 

D2980 Racing green 

D7330 Racing green 

D2976 Lilac 

D7333 Red 

D2975 Turquoise 

D7332 Royal blue 

D4542 Red 

D7301 Turquoise 

D2979 Royal blue 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Portable DVD Player 


Only £89.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Perfect for holidays, 
long car journeys, on 
the train, or even just 
for use at home The 
bright 10” screen 
can swivel up to 270° 
and tilts back for 
the perfect viewing 
angle. It’s compatible 
with MP4, MP3, CD 
and DVD it will also 
play from USB and 
SD cards. Use it as a 
DVD player with your 
television at home, 
remote control 
supplied. Recharge 
the Lithium-ion 
battery via the car 
or mains charger 
(both included) you’ll 
get up to 4 hours of 
use on a full charge. 
Measures: W26 x LI8 
x H4.5cm. Weighs: 
0.95kg. 

G0517 Portable 
DVD player 




Compression Socks 
Twin Pack 


Knee height 


Reducing the risk of deep vein thrombosis, these 
compression socks are a must for long journeys, during 
exercise, sitting for long periods, or for those at risk 
due to other conditions. Designed to apply pressure to 
the lower leg, they help to maintain blood flow whilst 
reducing discomfort and swelling. They are suitable 
for diabetes sufferers, and also offer improved muscle 
oxygenation, reduced lower limb fatigue and reduced 
muscle oscillation. 


Available in black and supplied as a 
pack of two. 


Material: 50% wool, 30% acrylic, 
12% nylon, 8% elastane. 


Compression 13-15 MMHG. 

Sizes: Medium (shoe size 6.5-75), 
Large (shoe size 8-10.5), 

XLarge (shoe size 11-13). 

C340 Compression Socks 


Soft foot padding 
To ensure all round foot 
protection 


Only £15 plus £2.95 P&P 




D5859 

Red 


D6335 
Red Dot 

D6309 

Flower 


D5849 

Black 


D5670 

Silver 


Aluminium 

Wallets 


D6334 

Blue 


Card charging technology means your card details 
can be acquired by mobile RFID scanners even 
when you think your cards are safely tucked away. 


These stylish wallets slip easily into the pocket and 
protect your cards from scanning equipment, 
bending and scratching. 


Weighs just 70 grams and holds up to 12 cards and 
notes. Size 11 x 7.5 x 1.7 cms. 


Only £9.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

70250 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 07th November 2016 and 07th February 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (70250), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

! Address_ Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i irrmi i i i i rri i n i i i srm/m 2?m/m jss rrn 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


0844 381 5936 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


your ad by text 

Simply textlowed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY 26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.oom 


Single Women 


KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship without ties. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425913® 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks discreet 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 gent for special times, mutually beneficial to 

nnkiMA u, t^t „ , -r - tt" . us both. Call now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 

DONNA naughty 40's, pretty, loves nights in, Bqx Nq . 4253271 
gym, theatre, seeks someone to make me ' ® 

laugh, give lots of cuddles and go on fun MELINDA, 
dates. Tel No: 0906 500 
425867 ® 


It’s cheaper now to refresh your love life online! 

Unlimited use for just £19.95 per month 

VISIT: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


MARIE, very attractive curvy widow, longing 
for romance, seeking country-loving male 
with old-fashioned values for lots of TLC. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425599 ® 


52yrs, attractive and broad 
Box No: minded seeking chap any age for some fun. 

Couples also. Text only Mailbox: 4131946 


JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

DAWN 33yr old female looking for 
companionship with understanding, non- 
jealous male 35-55yrs. Status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425849 ® 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
KAREN, 52, 5ft5, short brownie/blond hair, 
green eyes, medium build, GSOH, loving, 
caring and kind, likes to do lots of things, likes 
a laugh, WLTM similar gent, hope to hear 
from you soon! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425917 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

ANETTA, black cuddly lady seeks man who 
knows what a woman needs. I’m very 
friendly and have time for you. Please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


KATHY 37, gorgeous mixed race single 
female, 5ft 8ins, slim, sensual, just looking for 
kind, trustworthy guy any age, looks or race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425589 ® 


SUM, smart, young at heart lady, early 70s, 
5ft8, likes dining out, reading, gardening, 
seeks kind, caring gent with GSOH who likes 
dining out and holidays for companionship 
and shared interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425791 ® 

JOSIE. sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks adult 
times with concerning gent, any age, discreet 
clean, womanly figure. Text only Mailbox: 


SARA, 43, educated, independent, attractive 
female, nervous about dating through 
advertising, so pis don't disappoint me by not 
replying. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425703 ® 

ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs hoping to 
meet older gent for adult fun, discreet, 
sincere, genuine advertiser. Text only 
Mailbox: 4157105 


JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who is lots of 
fun seeks like-minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424491 ® 

JAN 41, fed up of sitting at home every 
weekend watching TV alone. Feel the same 
and looking for love? please contact me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425497 ® 
STACY 28yr old gorgeous brunette with 
buxom figure, intelligent and sensual, WLTM 
genuine male to get to know for fun dates and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425457 ® 


KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, dark, blue eyed 
female with many interests, OHAC, WLTM 
interesting male for dates, and more. Single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425287 ® 

TRACY, 41, outgoing sun worshiper, OHAC, 
employed, looking for her Prince Charming to 
enjoy romantic holidays and good times 
together. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425257 ® 

SHARON 36yr old single mum looking for 
loving guy who will appreciate me and help 
repair my broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425283® 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady young 
looking 60s, genuine and kind seeks gent 
with GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424671 ® 

HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady seeks some 
fun times with gent any age. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424493 ® 


JULIE attractive 35yr old female with a great 
body, looking for no strings attached evening 
meets. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425037 ® 


GENUINE male, 37, friendly and easygoing, 
enjoys sport and keep fit, WLTM genuine 
female 25-45, for friendship/relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420253 


JAMES, 59, 5ft11, average build, WLTM a 
Christian lady, 60-70, for companionship. 
Hope to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425227® 

IRISH male, 62^ 5ft 9ins, GSOH, 

independent, seeks genuine female for 
friendship initially. Birmingham area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 403623 
MALE 63, widower, Irish, GSOH, tall, 
independent, seeks special lady. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 409243 


MARY, passionate honest slim blue-eyed 
blonde, 39yrs, likes nights in/out, looking for 
affectionate male, any age to spend adult fun 
times. Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425009® 

DONNA, 42, bright bubbly blue eyed blonde 
looking for someone to enjoy life and love to 
the full with. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424873® 


TALL, dark, attractive male, 57, WLTM an 
attractive female for discreet daytime fun, 25- 
50. Can travel. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425759® 

MALE, late 60s, medium build, 5ft10, n/s, car 
owner, likes meals out, holidays, walks, 
WLTM slim, attractive female who enjoys 
similar activities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425757 


RETIRED happy, caring, attractive female, 
likes gardening, travel, animals, comedy, 
seeks tall, funny, kind chap, Shropshire. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411459 


ATTRACTIVE Shrewsbury male, 50s, WLTM 
an attractive female, any age/status, for 
discreet daytime fun and excitement, ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422801 


SHELLEY slim N/S 40's female who likes the 
simple things in life so no big gestures 
required, seeking loyal loving male for 
hopeful LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425253 f 


SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking chap for no 
strings intimate times. Special friendship, 
mutual respect. Give me a call. Tel: 0906 
515 3031 Box 408291 

JANE, attractive and young looking 60 
something lady, active, outgoing with 
interesting personality, hoping to meet a kind 
gent for occasional meetings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425931 ® 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, hourglass 
figure and open minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. I can travel 
and accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

GILLY, slim petite lady, affectionate and 
loving, solvent with own home, hoping to 
meet gent, must be kind, looks unimportant. 
ACA/text answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425929 ® 

CARLY, 34yrs, attractive and discreet military 
wife seeks no strings fun with respectable 
gent. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box 424419 
MERRY widow seeks lovely lonely gent for 
companionship. Please call, we can have a 
chat and see how we get on. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425927 ® 

ATTRACTIVE well educated lady, mid 30's, 
solvent, professional, seeks discreet broad 
minded gent. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
425891 



□ nop 

□ noa 

□ noc 


I JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 

I IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 

MSM5F _ 

All messages received £1.50. Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before confect details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, likes SARAH, 41, dizzy blonde, blue eyes, loves 
music, cinema, theatre, meals out, WLTM to dance seeks affectionate, hunky, fun male 
male 67-74 for LTR. Text only. Mailbox: to make her laugh and brighten up her day. 
5501142 ® Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425413® 


MARY, professional mature lady, loves life, 
very sociable and fun, seeks gent for good 
conversation and happy times. All calls and 
texts answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424775 ® 

EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s-60s for 
friendship, possibly much more. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425341 ® 
LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette seeks gent 
for laughter, wining dining. Age unimportant. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425337 ® 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile seeks like- 
minded gent for special times, lets make each 
other feel special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425325 ® 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 59yrs, very 
jolly and fun seeking gent any age who must 
love good times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425323 ® 

ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark hair, blue 
eyes, loves to dance seeks romantic man to 
share intimate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425221 ® 

CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at heart, 
attractive and sexy (so I’m told)! Give me a 
call if you are a gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424783 ® 


SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful classy 
French lady looking for happy decent reliable 
very sexy man for lots of TLC and good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424847 ® 

SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr old 
female, bored with everyday routines, WLTM 
up for some fun discreet and extremely 
broadminded younger male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424827 ® 


GARY, 46, 5ft10, blue eyes, GSOH, likes 
football, quiet nights in, nights out, cinema, 
walking, travelling, looking for a likewise 
woman, 35-50, bubbly and fun loving with a 

GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425441® 

I'M Andy, 52, looking for a lady, 50-65, for 
long term relationship, so text me and lets 
see what happens. Text only. Mailbox: 
5396692 ® 


DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking for some 
fun and adventure with similar fun loving 
mature male. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424799 ® 

CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 41yrs 
loves life to the full, hoping you will contact 
me if you want a genuine fun time. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424779 ® 

Single Men 

CHRISTIAN, 57, 6ft, dark, likes walking, nice 
meals and socialising, looking for discreet 
times with a similar fun lady. If you are 
interested please contact me. I look forward 
to hearing from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425947 

STEVE, 59, sincere and genuine, likes pub 
meals, country walks and cinema, seeks 
Chinese, Tia, Black, Asian or Italian lady, 
looks unimportant but personality is, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425831 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
ATTRACTIVE male, 58, seeks adventurous 
female, 50-70, for close fun. Any status or 
size. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425535 
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JEAN, 40, 5ft slim, busty blonde, new to 
dating and fed up of going through the pub 
scene, WLTM down to earth male for adult 
company. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425671® 

MICHELLE, 34, blonde blue-eyed happy 
female, loves heels and being feminine, 
OHAC, self sufficient, looking for male for 
long-term romance and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425669 ® 

THAI female 39, very beautiful, petite and self 
sufficient, loves cooking and home making, 
looking for caring, kind man/single dad. 
Please call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425191® 

SUE 38yrs enjoys most things, meals in/out, 
easygoing, broadminded, passionate, slightly 
feisty, looking for adult fun, call me if you’re 
interested in spicing things up. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425587 ® 


YOUNG looking Indian female, 40, enjoys 
meals in/out, good company and 
conversation, looking for likeminded male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425493 ® 
VIKKI 32yr old active female, confident, fit, 
loves night outs, looking for similar assertive 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425453 ® 

SUE, attractive genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a call or text. 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424673 ® 

ROZ, 43, tactile, sensual, loves to dress up, 
and wear heels, seeks genuine caring male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425597 ® 
WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights in, good 
times, call or text me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425339 ® 


THELMA, 59, slim, petite and Afro 
Caribbean, GSOH, trustworthy, honest and 
very caring, leave me your details if that 
sounds good to you! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425195® 

SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who seek a 
mature solvent stylish lady, I can wine and 
dine you, you will have a nice time, call or text 

me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424781 ® 

CHRISTINE, 40, attractive slim sporty 
brunette seeks fit well built male. Call me let’s 
see what the future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425061 ® 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


I am looking for a lady friend to enjoy my 
retirement with. I enjoy going out for meals 
and would like some company. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5777872 ® 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would like to be 
wined, dined and romanced by attractive 
gent, 54 years please call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425943 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, mid 60s loves 
holidays, wining dining, shows in London, 
seeking similar minded lady to romance. Own 
house car. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425941® 

JOHN, mid sixties widower, cultured and 
interesting, solvent with own home. WLTM 
lady 55+ for genuine companionship. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425939 ® 



NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, outgoing and 

bubbly with a naughty side and lots of banter, 
WLTM chap 30+. If you are married even 
better. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424543 


GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, seeks 
friendship hopefully leading to true love with 
lady 35-55, looks unimportant. Please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425937 ® 


DAN 46, easy going chap WLTM a lady 40+ 
for an uncomplicated discreet friendship with 
on strings fun. Discretion guaranteed. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5595608 ® 

WELL made broad male, 5ft lOins, medium 
build, looking for some adult fun with lovely 
sexy lady, possible LTR or friends with 
benefits. Text only. Mailbox: 5321154 ® 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 


MALE 65, GSOH, seeks female for friendship 

and companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418389 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own home, likes to 
eat out and in, WLTM honest, kind girl for 
tender, loving care and fun times. No 
timewasters please. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424929® 

JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, loves a 
laugh and a giggle, looking for a lady for 
evenings out, company and maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424303 ® 
CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks lady 45-55 
for socialising, friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425345 ® 

PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s seeks lady 
to wine dine, foreign travel, all expenses paid. 
I would love a traveling companion. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425343 ® 

MALCOLM, 60 something gent, own hair and 
teeth, GSOH, genuine and Kind WLTM 
sincere lady to wine and dine. Please call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425335 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, attractive 
and genuine. Seeks genuine feminine lady 
for genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425333 ® 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent WLTM lady to 
wine, dine, spoil. I’m kind, caring, generous 
pis call me. Single mums welcome. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425331 ® 
GENUINE gentleman, family minded, kind, 
generous seeks lady 55-75 for wining, dining 
and wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425329 ® 

LONELY male seeks partner for company 
and maybe LTR. GSOH and very caring. 
Copd sufferer but still likes to enjoy life. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4310699® 

MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks female, 
35-50 for friendship and going out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 356651 
DAVE, 54, 5ft10, medium build, easy going, 
happy, looking for an attractive, loving and 
caring female, 45-65, for friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423073 ® 

Gay Singles 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 
localgaydate. co.uk 


3955 Box No: 419283 


CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking Christian 
female, 35-45 for friendship, possibly more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423747 ® 


GAY feminine female with GSOH WLTM gay 
feminine females for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only. Mailbox: 5631357® 
MALE, 60, genuine, discreet, WLTM older 
male, aged 70 upwards, for adult fun, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425805 ® 



JEAN, mature lady, genuine with many CAROL petite brunette, 38yrs, romantic, 
hobbies, slim, blonde and attractive. WLTM affectionate, outgoing, seeks similar sensual 
interesting gent with GSOH, must be male for nice times together. Any age/looks, 
cheerful, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425395 ® 
500 3955 Box No: 424675 ® 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LADY, looking for a mature, caring, loving 
gentleman, 55-70, to enjoy the finer things of 
life with and to be my best friend. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425309 ® 

FEMALE, 66 yrs old, looks young, loves to 
laugh, n/s, who is genuine, caring and just 
wants to be loved again. Text only. Mailbox: 
5750819® 


LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired female, been 

hurt in the past seeks male to buy her flowers 
and mend her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425041 ® 

LYN, 47, curvy quiet sensitive brunette but 
with a wild side. It could be exciting to know 
me! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425013® 

KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed redhead, 
curvy size 16, likes films, football, pubs, 
reading, seeking likeminded male for nights 
in/out, hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425057 ® 

HI I'm Ellie, 39, pretty, funny, great figure, 
OHAC/child, have everything apart from a 
man, WLTM someone I wanna be with, not 
have to be. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424635 ® 


SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, loves life 
seeking a lady of any age to spoil and 
pamper, take on holidays, wine and dine. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425935 ® 


MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, recovering 

alcoholic, WLTM someone understanding, 
maybe in the same situation for friendship 
and mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425263 


ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417235® 

MARRIED businessman, mid fifties, seeks 
lady for discreet adult fun. Any age/looks 
unimportant. Text only. Mailbox: 5534019 ® 
MALE, 60, tall and slim, WLTM older female 
of larger build, any age, any status, for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425807 
TALL male, 58, seeks larger woman, any 
age, for discreet fun, married or single. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425643 


YOUNG looking 63 year old male, GSOH, 

friendly, considerate, attractive, looking for a 
naughty female, any age/status, for adult fun 
and friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425243 ® 

IRISH gent, 66, GSOH, n/s, wishes to meet 
lady, North Birmingham area, for friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425269 ® 
WIDOWER, 60s, honest, trustworthy, GSOH, 
likes country walks, shows, nights in, 
restaurants etc, WLTM a partner to share 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425157 


JONNY, 24yrs, gay curious, not sure what to 

do, older men pis call me and help me 
understand. Text only Mailbox: 4086857 ® 
MATURE bi male, looking for younger 
company, fun and good times. Can 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425127® 

MALE, 58, seeks older male, 70-80, for adult 
fun, married welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425473 ® 

PAUL, 50, Birmingham area, looking to meet 
up for fun times, maybe relationship with a 
guy, 25-70, can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425487 ® 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING 

STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details 
to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from 
our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 13/02/17 



























































































































Automotive 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 




We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cl 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


Double Glazing 


Flooring 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & hfM 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



Carpentry 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nlcharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


819768 


ail: mickthechip@yahoo.co.uk 

_ 


The answer to all your carpentry needs 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Computers 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

~ Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAinTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts .. / 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07522 200591 




Fencing 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 5521 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


LBTFencing 

11/ types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking , 
slabbing & 
block paving 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Misted Sealed Units? 


IIkirk (Cntttttry (SUtsiny 


Contact US fop a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of r~ i 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/7 S' CneSiGd* eJJ(icUe*U A A 

w to that ■ouo+vt coat ttte. easitlt, ^ S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

@ 01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com K. 

"cwrf certas£ IfensaI A 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



i ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD ? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
■ Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 
Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate • 15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web :wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@ outlook, com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, C r * .*> 
Halesowen B63 2QB : i. i c: * 


KM 


Electricians 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 




AmuMUmta 


Quality Doors 
& Hardwood 
Flooring 


v.o'rt 




m 





£7- J i 
r 


Dudley Road, Oldbury 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 01 

, Birmingham, West Midland 
21 544 7186 E: birmingham 

s, B69 3DA 
@ laver.co.uk 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


i/vmv. dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



Gardening 



Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Hedge and Tree Removal 

• Patios and Drives Jetwashed 


Please call: 0121 422 5818 / 07979 980951 




BA 


mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

BUI 

<$i^g^g><gg©o( 

www.ragardenservices.net 

R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 
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MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST_ 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, j 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538718264 


mnismins 



FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 




Plumbing 



DLH Property Maintenance 



• Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 

• Render/Repointing Brickwork 

• GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 

• Jet Washing/Driveways/Patios, 
Re-Sanding/Sealing 

• All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 


Direct Line: \ 

07788 628517 



KS 
f SERVICES 

| All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

40121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jr 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pr 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


safe 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


, INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


-HOUSEHOLD- 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 . 
>, www.household-plumbing.co.uk y 


Property Maintenance 


RSb GMSag £ PttnnCflBg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 1 


a Kni g ht Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 


Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 


Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories, 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic , Porcelain and Natural Stone 

Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 

All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


01214224116/07961604632 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


PRESTIGE 

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS 

Est 1998 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 

New Roofs • Roof Repairs • Flat roof specialists 
Flat roofs new or repaired • Slating and tiling 
Chimney work and repointing work 
Facias & Guttering 

WONT BE BEATEN ON PRICE OR QUALITY 

©■GOBS’ 

©zS3z7 'zS'G'G®© 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


E L IT E 1 !* LAStIc S 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www. el iteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 

L_4 





3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

L. A 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

monumental 


masons 


Halestone 

gMORIALS 

md traditional memorials 



Family 



ASD AND EBD experienced gradu¬ 
ate available for school support. 
07475 813731. 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 

Leisure 

Time 




WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 



BARGAIN 


CARAVAN EQUIPMENT 

Dorema porch awning, 380cm x 
240cm, as new, still boxed. 
Cost New £800 sell £595 ono. 
Two x 40litre water butts. £20 
each. 

One Wastemaster. £15. 
One Tow hitchlock. £20. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED 

anything considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



VOCALIST REQUIRED 
FOR ROCK BLUES BAND. 

Wolverhampton area. 

07587 222729. 



THREE QUARTER ANTIQUE 
BURROUGHS & WATTS 
SLATE SNOOKER TABLE, 

Excellent condition. 

Balls, Cue’s inc. 

Buyer dismantles. 

£400 ono. 

07463 213127. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS & 
VINTAGE FAIR 


COPTHORNE HOTEL, LEVEL ST., 
MERRY HILL, DUDLEY, DY5 1UR 

SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 

9AM - 4PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


markets 

V ___ 




CLOSE WOVEN Cane five piece 
conservatory furniture, very good 
condition. £300 ono. Must collect. 
01902 470169. 

MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, sell £150 
ono. 07521 857432. 


Two inner tents £10 each. 
Two Folding metal chairs £7 
each. 


All in good condition. 

01902 783174. 




quality 

CARAVAN 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

Mid Wales, D/G, C/H. 2 
bedroom and 1 sofa bed. Large 
Decking area overlooking river. 

£10,000 ono 
07855 483259. 


OVAL ITALIAN dining table, 6 
chairs, 2 are cavers, £100. 01902 
721494. 


THREE PIECE SUITE 

Three-piece suite. Beige, with 
matching footstool and cush¬ 
ions, 18 months old, excellent 
condition, was £1,900 new 

£500 ono. 

07979 237096. 


THREE SEATER plus 2 seater dark 
brown leather, good condition, £75. 
01902 573623 or 07826 277844. 

THREE-PIECE SUITE, footstool, 
excellent condition, Italian top 
grade leather. Cream. New £3,750, 
accept £399 ono. 01384 287461. 



SILVERLINE FRIDGE FREEZER 

Half and half, good working order 
£70. 07788 997604. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS 

Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 
German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Cash paid 
07511 500337. 

AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED ALSO GARAGE 
CLEARANCES 
old enamel signs, petrol cans, 
old jugs, classic car parts, 
bikes and motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

** Top prices paid ** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 




A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


\ 

alarms/security 

v_ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


^ building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

SOLAR CONSTRUCTION 

Building work, extensions, 
rendering, pointing, damp 
proofing, exterior paintings. 

New roofs, re-slates, 
fascias, soffits, guttering. 

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED 
AND GUARANTEED 

CALL FREEPHONE 

0800 959 6376 


^ building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


carpentry & ^ 

joinery 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

fencing 

V_ 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 

» ys».f ■■■ 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


ft 


PORTWRy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 each 

Fitting service available oi 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 4 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p< 
garden. 25 years experience. C< 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


\ 

house clearances 

V___ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

\ 

plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

\ 

removals 

V___ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery laster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 




CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to can y out 
as work in the UK without 
eing on the Gas Safe Register. 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classifiedllrls 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 


4 

Pets & 


l Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


MEADOW HAY Small Bales. Home 
Farm, Himley, DY3 4DE, Closed 
Sun/Mon. £4 (01384) 294877 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PIGEON LOFT FOR SALE 

also widow hood boxes, loft size 
10ft long 8ft wide. 

£250 ono. 

Buyer to dismantle. 
Phone after 6pm 
01902 402713. 



ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER 

pup, 9 months old, black and white, 
good pedigree, outdoor kennel and 
indoor cage, plus harness and 
leads included in price. Health 
problem forces sale. £300. 

07960 637814. 07503 669699. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

I * NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 1ft 
iftHSI • FREE SOLICITORS » ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION yr" 


* 01384 226086^9 www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR ' Legal Fees Paid • Guarantee! 

uniicc NoFees ' Re p° ssess 

nil WOE 'Any Condition Stopped 

mu mir*y-Hli£ ?7 Lines open 24 hours 


ir We can A 
buy your/ 
house in r 


a day 7 days a week subject to terms ^ 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0797 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash B 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classifiedf Is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Ul44.l.81BW.T.mi lia 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

GORNAL AREA self contained 
studio flat, suit single mature 
person, DSS considered. 

01384 821363. 

NETHERTON AREA 3-bed house, 
DSS welcome, 30plus, no pets, 
deposit required. 0/780 704435. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, fully furnished, 
WV4 area, no DSS, £450pcm 
excluding bills. 07533 749625. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton, from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 


garage, n/s. Immediate availability. 
£575 pern. 07875 684561. 

THREE-BEDROOMED terrace, 
Finchfield, CH, DG, garage space. 
£595. pern. 01902 335683. 


WANTED FOR RENT caravan or 
mobile home, Wolverhampton 
area, single, working man. 

07946 393591. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



7 

Jobs 


BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY 


Accredited 

ocn 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

FSEHE 



HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 



Motoring 




PEUGEOT 307 GLX 

1.6 Auto. Reg 2003, 24,168 
miles. Main dealer service 
history MoT July. Cam belt. 
Good tyres all round, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, air 
con, alarm. 

£995 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



2006. 

81,000 miles. 
12 months MoT. 

Very tidy. 
Drives brilliant. 

£875 ono. 
07970174138. 



KIA RIO 


2004. 44,000 miles. 5dr. Silver. 
ABS. Air Con. Long MoT. PAS. 
Stereo. CD. Recent cam belt 
change. Drives lovely, cheap to 
run, Reliable. 

£900 ono. 

07462 766144. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI ONE 

03 reg, full MoT, FSH, 
1 owner, 

excellent condition, 
black 

£ 1 , 200 . 

01384 440258. 


07852 492655. 


RENAULT CLIO, 2002, 84,500 
miles, green, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, MoT, £600 
ono. 07754 023441. 


TOYOTA YARIS 998CC 

2003, ideal first car, silver, 3 
door, 96,236 miles, e/w, CD, 2 
keys, MoT October 2017. 
Good condition. 

£850. 

Telephone 07855 209515 
(Market Drayton area). 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2 GLS16v PETROL 

2001,78,000 miles, six months 
MoT, silver, 5dr hatch, 
radio/CD, 

Good first car. 

£400 ono. 

07775 698151. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 


06 reg., silver, 
new 12 months MoT. 
£1,250 

Telephone 01902 894845. 


VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 

2002, 108,000 miles, blue, 
electric windows, long MoT, 
many new parts including new 
clutcn and flywheel, nice clean 
car. 

£850 ono. 

07733 667889. 



VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.0L 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


NISSAN MICRA 

3 dr hatchback, 1.0, MoT, clean 
and tidy, radio, driveaway. 


49,000 genuine miles, 12 
months MoT, 2000, W reg, 
owned by same Family since 
2003. Lovely condition. 

£ 1 , 000 . 

01922 693573. 


£295 ono 
07884 932636. 


BARGAIN 


NISSAN PRIMERA 
1.8 PETROL 

1999 V Reg. 

8 months MoT. 

Good condition. 

£250 ono. 

07837 528789. 

Call between 8am - 8pm. 



VOLSWAGEN GOLF 1.6SE 


2002, 77,000 Miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, alarm, long 
MoT, superb condition, must be 
seen. 

£1,150 ono 
07516 659377 


GOOO RUNNER 


VW GOLF 


Black, 03 reg, 1.6 petrol, 5dr 
hatchback, 3 owners, MoT till 
October 1,2017. 


Good condition. 

£700. 

07845 035736. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VW POLO 1400 


Full MoT, silver, good runner / 
condition inside and out, 
radio/CD, alloys. 


£675 ono. 


01902 862610. 




AUDI A6 1.9 TDi ESTATE 

Diesel, 03 reg 
CXX in crystal blue metallic. 


107,850 miles. 
12 months MoT, 
FSH. 


£1,650 ono 
01384 894170. 


LOW MILEAGE 


CITROEN C2 
VTR 

PETROL 

AUTOMATIC 

2008. 

15,500 miles. 
MoT’d. 

Blue metallic finish. 
£2,950. 
07890 508896. 





FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 

1.4 sport 2007, 73,000 miles, 
blue, abs, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, alarm, 

part history, full MoT, 2 owners, 
two keys. 

lovely condition. 

£1,650. 

07538 750391. 



FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 
CLIMATE 


5dr Hatchback, 2007, extras, air 
con, CD, alloys, mats, heated 
front screen, 84,849 miles, SH, 
12 month MoT, very 
good condition. 

£1,695. 

07739 267589. 



MINI COUNTRYMAN 


2011,32,000 Miles, Blue, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, MoT 
until sept 17, diesel, Excellent 
condition £30 tax a year. 

£7,800 ono 
07584 990238 



MINI ONE GRAPHITE 


09 reg, 81k, 1400cc, petrol, 
metallic grey, one lady owner, 
fsh, usb, aux, Bluetooth, hill 
assist, stop/start, 6 speed, MoT. 

£4,295 ono. 

07878 239301. 



PEUGEOT 308 
SPORT 


Electric blue, CD/radio, electric 
windows, petrol, manual, 12 
months MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion, lady owner. 

Part service history. 

£4,600. 

Telephone 07821 560151. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 


2008, 66,300 miles, silver, fsh, 
long MoT, full sunroof, alloys, 5 
door, very good condition, 
1149cc. 

£1,699. 

07879 403302. 


RENUALT CLIO INITIALE 1.6 
VVT111 

2006. 5 door. 
Hatchback. 
Champagne. 

Leather interior. Alloys. 
Tinted windows. 
Climate control. 

Cruise/ Speed control. 
E/W, E/M, CD radio. 
36,000 miles. MoT’d. FSH. 
Rare model. 

£2,750. 

01384 401209/07739 837137. 



VAUXHALL ZAFIRA CLUB 

2006 model, 7 seats, 50,200 
miles, silver, abs, front electric 
windows, air bag, air con, MoT, 
central locking, cruise control, 
alloys, stereo, CD. 
£2,995. 

07468 482728. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA Combo CDTi, 
54 Reg., 12 months MoT, 78,000 
miles, £650. 07970 024953. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



MAZDA MX-5 


2006, 41,286 miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsn, long 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, stereo. 

£5,950. 

01384 392590. 



Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


MUST BE SEEN 


MGZS + 

1800cc, 53 plate. 
Excellent bodywork. 
Needs head gasket 
but does run. 

£300. 

07972 169554. 


SUZUKI GSX 650F 2010, black, 
powerbronze screen, Givi box, 
beowulf silencer, 11,000 miles, 
£3,450 ono. 07944 242262. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


07903 549849, buyer will call. 


number plates 


01902 791209. 07703 596996. 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Personals 


A LOVNG, GENUINE, 
CARING 

easy going man 61 years old 
WLTM lady for Relationship. 

Box Number P20709, 
Express and Star, 
Oueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


GENUINE ATTRACTIVE 
SLIM MAN 53 
LOOKING FOR MY 
VALENTINE 

GSOH, car owner, would like to 
meet genuine lady 40-58 for 
evenings, days out and 
friendship. 

Box Number P20705, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


MR MAGIC 

You are truly wonderful, I love 
you totally and always will, I’m 
always here for you. 

All my love forever and a day. 
Mrs Magic 
XXXXX 

ms* 


A 




HORSEHAY BOWLS CLUB 

1st and 2nd team bowlers 
required. 

Fridays MSBL and or Tuesdays 
Highley League. 

Fancy a game? 

Call Barry on 07970 920088 or 
Guy on 07760 788111. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 



1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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NEW 17’ REG 


AEG MOTORHOMES ARE PROUD TO PRESENT THE NEW 2017 'EURO 6' SWIFT & AUTO-SLEEPERS MODEL 

RANGE FOR YOUR '17' REGISTRATION MOTORHOME! 


ON OFFER, ONE ONLY, 2016 EURO 5, UN-REGISTERED & NEW WITH A MASSIVE SAVING- 
SWIFT ESCAPE 696 'SUPERB & FAMILY FRIENDLY 1 SIX BERTH / FIVE BELTS MOTORHOME, 
ONE ONLY @ £42,500.00 WITH THREE YEARS HABITATION SERVICES' FREE OF CHARGE! 



PHONE OR VISIT TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS AND PRICES TO 
ORDER YOUR 2017 '17' REGISTRATION 
MOTORHOME FROM 
YOUR PROFESSIONAL LOCAL, 

PREMIUM 'ONE STOP 
MOTORHOME 1 DEALER: 




MOTORHOME SERVICE FROM 

£ 54.85 


- DAMP REPAIRS 

- BODY REPAIRS 

- CALOR GAS 

- PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 


01384 882821 


AEG MOTORHOMES 

BIRMINGHAM STREET, STOURBRIDGE 
WEST MIDLANDS, DY8 1JE 

www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 
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ROAD TEST 


“MOTORING 


Don't underrate the new Mazda3 


By James Fossdyke 

On the face of it, the 2017 Mazda3 is no 
different to the 2016 model. From almost 
every angle, it’s absolutely identical, but 
look closely and you’ll find a handful of 
incredibly minor modifications. 

For example, the front fog lights are slightly 
different, and the badge on the front grille has 
been moved down a few centimetres. The 
interior has had similar treatment - there’s a 
new centre console and a new steering wheel, 
but otherwise it’s business as usual. 

So why all the fuss? Well, because 
there have been some slightly more 
substantial changes made to the Golf rival’s 
underpinnings. 

G-Vectoring Control (GVC) - a system 
that improves front traction by braking and 
transferring weight onto the front wheels - has 
been taken from the new Mazda6, while the 
diesel engines have been tweaked to make 
them more responsive and more refined. 

Mazda anoraks may well notice the 3’s new 
clothes, but the average punter won’t. There’s 
nothing wrong with being identical to the old 
version, though, because it was a very pretty 
car - particularly in four-door Fastback guise. 

Yes, Mazda made a questionable call when 
it gave its design language the moniker of 
‘Kodo Soul of Motion’ but the application 
is spot on. It’s beautifully judged, so no 
detractors can label it either too bland or too 
fussy, and there’s just enough brightwork to 
lift the darker colours without coming across 
as flashy or ostentatious. 

The interior has struck the same balance, 
although the improvements are more 



There’s 364 litres of luggage space 

noticeable. The new steering wheel is slightly 
less of a button-fest, and the new centre 
console is a vast improvement in quality. 

Because the new Mazda3’s basic structure 
is unchanged, the practicality has also gone 
unaltered. As before, it will still cope with 364 
litres’ worth of luggage and there’s plenty of 
space to seat four adults in relative comfort. 

Opt for the Fastback, however, and you’ll 
get even more boot space, with 419 litres 
available. You do pay a price for this extra 
volume, though, because you lose a little 
headroom and the boot is a less useful shape. 

Mazda may have done more to the 3’s 
oily bits than its bodywork, but whether 
you’d spot the difference from the driving 
seat is debateable. The 3 was always a 
great car to drive, and around town or on 
the motorway it feels more or less identical. 
Those with attuned ears might notice that the 
diesel engines are marginally less gravelly 
than before, but otherwise it’s the same 


MAZDA3, FROM £17,595 



From almost every angle, it looks identical but look closer and there are modifications 


comfortable, efficient, well-sorted machine 
it always was. If you put your foot down, 
though, you will notice the GVC’s influence. 
You don’t feel the nose dive as the car applies 
the brakes on the corner entry, but you can 
feel a slight slowing and the front tyres biting 
the tarmac more than they would have in the 
previous model. It’s amazingly effective. 

This impression is further aided by the 
steering, which is precise without being too 


heavy, and the gearbox, which is almost 
unbelievably slick. 

Prices start at £17,595, and for that you get 
the entry-level 2.0-litre petrol engine with 
118bhp. Opting for the four-door Fastback will 
set you back at least £19,695. Diesel engines 
carry a premium, too, with the 103bhp 1.5-litre 
engine found in our test car costing £1,500 
more than the more powerful 2.0-litre petrol 
engine. It’s more efficient, though, managing 


74.3mpg on the official cycle, so it’ll be the 
choice engine for those doing high mileages. 

Arguably best balance of power and 
economy can be found in the flagship 148bhp 
2.2-litre diesel. It’s only offered in mid- and 
top-spec cars, so it comes with a £22,000 
asking price, but its 7.9-second 0-60mph time 
and 68.9mpg economy make it tempting. 

The Mazda3 is, in many ways, underrated. 
It’s as good a car as the Ford Focus, 


ffifrORSHOW 


BEFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
, LATEST MANUFACTURER 
& DEALER OFT 
BY VISIT 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 



expressandstar.com/drivetime 






















Poring over the sporting hall of fame at Aldersley Village 


Marking 60 years of service to sport in the city 


Peter Holmes with Wolverhampton Swimming Club chairman Peter Dale 



Peter Holmes is made an MBE by Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace 


No slowing down as 
Peter homes in on 85th 


WITH his 85th birthday on the horizon 
you would think Peter Holmes would be 
happy to sit back and reflect on a life of 
achievement. 

But no. He is on a mission to highlight all 
that is good about sport in Wolverhampton and 
more importantly to urge people, young and 
old, to get active. 

Born and bred in Wolverhampton, Holmes has ded¬ 
icated his life to sport through his work for the city 
council and is a well known and hugely respected fig¬ 
ure in the West Midlands and beyond. 

He celebrated 70 years with Wolverhampton Swim¬ 
ming Club last year and has clocked up more than 60 
years as a member of Penn Golf Club. 

He has served the Staffordshire Swimming Asso¬ 
ciation for 56 years, worked for Sport England, been 
president of the West Midlands ASA and is still in¬ 
volved with the governing body of swimming. 

Honoured 

In addition, he was one of the driving forces behind 
the creation of the annual Wolverhampton Sports 
Council Advisory awards - where the borough’s un¬ 
sung grassroots heroes are honoured. 

Having also represented Great Britain at water 
polo, his contribution to sport has been honoured 
with an MBE. 

Another one of Holmes’s ventures has been the cre¬ 
ation of a Wolverhampton Sporting Hall of Fame with 
an honours board on display at Aldersley Stadium. 

His knowledge of Wolverhampton sports stars is 
astounding. In fact, Holmes has written the citations 
for each and every member of the Hall of Fame. 

“I have always loved sport,” he said, from the com¬ 
fort of his home just a few furlongs away from Wol¬ 
verhampton racecourse. “Swimming, tennis, golf... 
most sports. And I am a firm believer that we can 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“I am a firm believer that we 
can motivate not only young¬ 
sters but some of the older 
population to get involved in 
sport.” 

motivate not only youngsters but some of the older 
population to get involved in sport.” 

Holmes has certainly had his fair share of involve¬ 
ment, starting at the age of 16 with a trip across war- 
torn Europe to play water polo for GB. 

“I went on tour with Great Britain in 1948,” he 
recalls. “We played Holland, France and Belgium. 

“We had a lecture from the Home Office on travel¬ 
ling. We went across by ferry. It was quite amazing.” 

He also enjoyed his 15 minutes of fame on national 
TV. “In the early days of water polo there was the 
no moving rule and we played two halves,” he said. 
“Then in 1950 they brought in what was known as 
the South American rules, where you could move all 
over and water polo was played in four quarters. 

“I played in the first televised event of that, which, 
would you believe took place at Thimblemill Lane in 
Smethwick. It was demonstration game, two select 
sides by invitation and it was on BBC.” 

After ending his water polo-playing days in his 
late 20s, Holmes channelled his efforts into promot¬ 
ing sport through his job with the sports council and 
before that the central council of physical recreation 


at Wolverhampton Council. Along with director of 
education Dennis Grayson and a PE adviser named 
Trevor Churchill, Holmes saw a number of satellite 
sports centres built in the area which gave youngsters 
the chance to sample various recreational activities. 

“Compton Park was the first one in 1971, the sec¬ 
ond one to open was Colton Hills, then Aldersley 
School was built, then Northicote,” he recalls. 

“On a Sunday everything was closed, there were no 
swimming pools open after 11am. 

“Compton Park was the first swimming pool to 
open all day on a Sunday. That was quite amazing 
and we were surprised at how the public used it.” 

Holmes was also a driving force behind the Black 
Country Games, a concept that saw youngsters from 
across the region compete in a host of sports, with the 
Fair Play Award named in his honour. 

Highlights 

Hosting a sports day with Sir Bobby Charlton and 
helping former prime minister John Major with a 
query surrounding his father - “he played water polo 
for Walsall and I was able to give him some informa¬ 
tion about when he played, and he very kindly sent 
me a thank you letter,” recalled Holmes - are two 
other highlights from a bank of wonderful memories. 

And then there was that day at Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace, accompanied by his wife of 60 years Margaret, 
his son Phillip and daughter Michaela, when he was 
presented with his MBE by Prince Charles. 

Holmes is now currently putting the final touches 
to the shortlist for this year’s Hall of Fame inductees. 

But he is just as keen to see the grassroots heroes 
step into the spotlight - hence the birth of the Sports 
Council Advisory awards. “My aim is to make sure 
these people are recognised,” he said “For years they 
had not been recognised but without all the wonder¬ 
ful people at grassroots level we wouldn’t have people 
excelling on the international stage.” 



Wolverhampton and Heath Town swimming club members in 1948. Peter Holmes is bac row, third from right Sebastian Coe signs a book for Peter Holmes on opening the Aldersley Leisure Centre track 
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Glassboys 
sick of the 
Gingerbreads 

Grantham Town 2 Stourbridge 1 

STOURBRIDGE boss Gary Hackett 
paid tribute to promotion rivals Gran¬ 
tham despite feeling as sick as his cen¬ 
tre-half following Saturday’s setback. 

New recruit Richard Sho-Silva, signed 
from Kidderminster Harriers on Friday, 
lasted little more than half an hour in 
Lincolnshire before falling ill. 

Darryl Westlake shifted across to be¬ 
come club captain Stuart Pierpoint’s 
fifth partner at the heart of the Glass- 
boys defence inside three matches. 

The Glassboys themselves must be 
sick of the Gingerbreads following a re¬ 
cent 4-1 league cup defeat. 

Hackett said: “It is very difficult. Un¬ 
fortunately Richard had an upset stom¬ 
ach and had to come off. It has been 
difficult for Stuart. He was probably our 
best player on the day but looking at it, 
while it wasn’t emphatic, Grantham de¬ 
served to win.” 

In-form Gingerbreads striker Lee 
Shaw blasted home a right-wing cross to 
separate the sides two minutes into the 
second half. Felipe Barcelos, who netted 
a hat-trick the last time these sides met, 
crossed for Harry Clifton to volley home 
in the 65th minute to ensure the hosts 
went a 16th match without defeat. 

Stour substitute Jake Heath’s scram¬ 
bled goal in injury time proved too late to 
instigate a fightback. 

“You can see why they have had such 
a long unbeaten run,” added Hackett. 
“They have some very fit lads who played 
with a lot of confidence while we were 
not at our best. It was a scruffy game.” 

Meanwhile, Hackett refused to rule 
out further signings despite a recent 
flurry of recruits. 

“We’ve had to be busy, we’ve been a 
victim of our own success,” he said. 

“There may be more to come over the 
next week but we will have to see.” 

Batsman hits four 
boundaries in one 
over-by George! 

GEORGE Roberts hit six 4s in one over 
in an unbeaten 25 as Enville beat Hagley 
B in the Kinver Indoor Cricket League. 

Enville posted 120-2 - the highest 
total in the opening two weeks of the 
season - with Jono Howells and Jay Wil¬ 
lis also getting in to the 20s. Enville won 
by 34 runs after bowling out newcomers 
Hagley B for just 86. 

Hagley never recovered from losing 
two wickets in the opening over. Only 
Rob Hancock (28), showed any resist¬ 
ance. 

Hagley A enjoyed a nail-biting win, 
chasing down Pedmore’s 117-5 to win by 
four wickets in the final over. 

Pedmore, batting first, lost opener 
Dave Skelding in the second over, but 
Dan Jones (36) and John Herdman (25) 
took the score along, helped by a num¬ 
ber of wides, and the remaining batsmen 
chipped in for a respectable total. 

Hagley A lost opener Mike Stead in 
the first over, but captain Paul Morgan 
joined Joe Lennon and they set about the 
chase. With eight runs needed from the 
last over, Hagley reached the total with 
just two balls to spare. 


Valentine tournament thriller and chiller 



Finalists ON McNeillis, Lynn 
Lewis, Pam Cartwright, 
Richard Davies 


WOLLASTON Lawn Tennis Club 
members were out in force as they 
braved the elements for their 2017 
Valentine’s Day Tournament. 

A record total of 32 members took 
part in Saturday’s tournament, with 
three hours of continuous play taking 
place on all eight courts at the Prest- 
wood Drive club. 

Despite light snow, drizzle, and 
chilly temperatures during the tour¬ 
nament, the Wollaston members all 
wrapped up and competed hard in this 
popular annual club event. 


The tournament saw pairs compet¬ 
ing in four separate groups of ‘round 
robin’ preliminary rounds with the 
winners of each group going through 
to the semi finals. 

At this stage a plate tournament 
was also run. 

The main tournament was won by 
Oli McNeillis and Lynn Lewis who 
overcame Richard Davies and Pam 
Cartwright in a match of high quality 
tennis - but not without going to a tie 
break decider. 

The Plate tournament, also a close 


contest, saw Wollaston Men’s Captain 
Alan Hughes and Hannah Didlock 
win the final against Colin Brown and 
Vicki Simpson. 

Chairman John Cutler said “We 
have now run the Valentine’s Day 
tournament for the last two years and 
it has proved to be really successful, 
hence running it again this year. 

“Despite the recent February chilly 
weather, it was therefore great to see 
the tournament effectively over sub¬ 
scribed and over three hours compe¬ 
tition tennis so early in the season.” 


SKY'S NO LIMIT 
FOR WEIB0RN 


ROWLEY Regis’ Jason Welborn 
is going back to the big time 
after securing a spot on a Sky 
Sports televised show. 

He will support Anthony Crolla’s 
WBA world lightweight title rematch 
against Jorge Linares at the Manches¬ 
ter Arena on March 25. 



Welborn will get 
his own title tilt 
on Eddie Hearn’s 
Matchroom Boxing 
promoted bill, too, 
as he goes after the 
WBC International 
Silver crown at 
middleweight. 

The two-weight 
former Midlands 
champion will also 
be looking to make 
a dent in the un¬ 
blemished record 
of opponent Mar¬ 
cus Morrison, who 
holds the belt. 

The hometown 
hero, 23, who will 
fight in front of his 
Manchester fans, has reeled off 14 wins from the 
same number of professional contests. 

Morrison has proved powerful with a host of 
early finishes, including seven in the first round, 
and is trained by Joe Gallagher. 

Welborn hasn’t featured in front of Sky Sports 
cameras since he valiantly went down on points to 
three-time world title challenger Matthew Mack- 
lin for a WBC International strap in October 2015 
at the Barclay card Arena, Birmingham. That 
went the full 10 rounds, despite some expecting 
Welborn to be cannon fodder. 

Welborn has since lost his Midlands super wel¬ 
ter honours to Craig Cunningham and joined up 
with Macklin, signing up with his MTK Birming¬ 
ham stable. The 30-year-old, in his 11th year as 
a pro, has also challenged for the British title at 
welter and super welter. He has 20 wins from 26. 

Tickets are available at £40 to £150 from www. 
manchester-arena.com or on 0844 8478000. 


Jason Welborn takes on 
the champ in his home city 


School’s goal to roll out sport 



Luqmaan Hammaad, aged 12, with goalball 

A SCHOOL is looking to add the Paralympic 
game of goalball to its provision, after a Team 
GB coach and player dropped in to raise aware¬ 
ness of the sport. 

Pedmore Technology College and Commu¬ 
nity School welcomed head coach for the men’s 
Paralympic team, Faye Dale, and team member 
Caleb Nanevie, for a special sports class with 
their year eight students. 

The visit was arranged by teaching assis¬ 
tant Ceri Preston, who wanted to help visually 
impaired 12-year-old student Luqmaan Ham¬ 
maad. Through the sport the school also hopes 
to spread understanding of disabled sports 
among all of its pupils. The day proved a suc- 


coach Faye Dale and player Caleb Nanevie 

cess, with Luqmaan enjoying the opportunity 
to play alongside his fellow students. 

Goalball was invented in 1946 to help reha¬ 
bilitate veterans who had lost their sight dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. The school is now 
looking into getting permanent equipment so it 
can add the sport to its provision. 

Faye said: “Its amazing to come to a school 
that has such good support for visually im¬ 
paired students and is passionate about ensur¬ 
ing all their students have full opportunity to 
sporting activities.” 

Headteacher Gareth Lloyd said: “We are 
honoured to have Faye and Caleb support us to 
bring in this new sport to the school.” 


Runners 
avoid drop 
in some style 

IT was the moment of truth, at least for 
the male athletes from Dudley King- 
swinford Running Club, as they won 
their battle against relegation from 
the second division of the Birmingham 
Cross Country League. 

Going into the final fixture in 14th 
place in the league, fourth from bottom, 
they needed another solid performance, 
at least better than Amazing Feet in 
15th place, to prevent the trap door 
opening beneath them. 

Stuart Perkins was first back for DK 
in 52nd place in 41.59 at Coventry’s six 
and a half mile Coundon Park test. 

Rich Bate came home in 43.08 to take 
74th place, Darran Bishop was 92nd in 
44.02, Simon Hughes finished in 99th in 
44.18, Rob Sannwald was 125th in 45.41 
despite struggling with a knee injury. 

Simon Blizzard completed the A team 
scorers in 134th in 46.18, the first six 
scorers totalling their best of the sea¬ 
son with 579 points. Mark Homer was 
seventh back for the club in 135th place 
in 46.24, Kevin Duckworth finished in 
156th in 47.55 nursing a damaged ham¬ 
string, Steve Parr was 189th in 50.18, 
Andrew Weaver was 199th in 51.06, 
Richard Jones was 213th in 52.22 and 
Rory Campbell at 215th in 53.00. DK 
maintained 14th place with a comforta¬ 
ble gap between them and the three rel¬ 
egated teams, Amazing Feet, Sparkhill 
Harriers and Staffordshire Moorlands. 

The ladies were down the road in 
Warwick to complete their season but 
missing some of their regular scorers. 
On a bleak afternoon Karen Doy was 
first over the line for DK in 69th place in 
27.59 just holding off Hannah McGuire 
who finished a place and a single second 
behind, Jacqui Elson-Whittaker was 
112th in 30.22, Jane Campbell and Lucy 
Elwell had an epic battle finishing with 
the same time of 32.29 in 143rd and 
144th respectively. 

Win on the road 
against bottom club 

Skelmersdale Unt 1 Halesowen Tn 2 

DEPLETED Yeltz got a valuable, and 
deserved, three points against the Evo- 
Stik Premier’s bottom side. 

Yeltz went close twice through Tris- 
tian Dunkley, Danny Bragoli and Ben 
Clarke but it was not until the second 
half that Halesowen made the break¬ 
through when Liam Slade headed home 
from a free-kick on 58 minutes. 

Ethan Delaney slotted home the sec¬ 
ond on 77 minutes to seemingly put the 
issue beyond doubt but Daniel Platt 
had to tip a shot on to the bar and Dean 
Shaddock bagged a consolation two min¬ 
utes from time. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
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( We take bakings for private V|. 
parties from 2 to 50 people 


THE ROWLEY 


BAR & GRILL 


Steaks | Mixed Grills | Curries ^ ^ 

HAPPY HOUE?- 1pm to 6pm Monday to Friday •, 
Lagers, Ciders and Selected Top Shelf 




07932634531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AF., 
ROWLEY REGIS www.therowley.co.uk 
FACEBOOK.COM/ROWLEYBARANDGRILL 
THEROWLEYBAR 





























